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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


ROM the firſt rin ts of wh 
London Hoſpital; where daily num- 
bers of diſeaſed Objects reſort for 
Relief, I made it my chief Study to turn 
this Opportunity to Advantage, by making 
Obſervations upon the Operation of Medi- 
cines in all Conſtitutions, in order to find 
out the ſureſt and moſt conciſe Means to 
cure ſome of the principal Diſorders in- 
cident to Mankind. And as Epileptic and 
Hyſteric Fits are of this Claſs, the Perſons 
ſabje& to them being frequently in Danger 
of doing themſelves a Miſchief: by thoſe 
violent Concuſſions, and even of becoming 
their own Executioners, by falling into 
Fire or Water; of loſing their rational Fa- 
culties by a lohg Continuance of them, and 
dying at laſt miſerably of a Complication of 
Diſtempers: Itherefore took down a number 
of thoſe Caſes, out of which I ſelected only 
ſuch as contained the -greateſt Variety of 
Symptoms, to ſet forth in a plain and can- 
did manner, the Method of treating them 
ay its Succeſs ; fro whence the Reader 
B may 


62) | 
may collect what Intention is chiefly to 
be purſued, and how the Remedies are to 
be varied according to the Emergency of 
the Symptoms, Age, Conſtitutions, Sex, 
and other Circumſtances. 3 | 

I thought it moſt eligible to ſhew the 
Cure of Fits by Means of practical Obſer- 
vations, as nothing can be done in them 
by reaſoning @ prior7. For Authors do 
not agree about the Cauſe of theſe Diſ- 
orders: Some aſcribe them to the irre- 

lar Motion of animal Spirits; others, 
who deny their Exiſtence, to the other Fluids 
of the Body, occaſioning thoſe ſpaſmodic 
Contractions of the Solids by Irritation; 
nay, ſome have thought them ſo inſcrut- 
able as to attribute them to Incantation. 

I ſhall therefore not trouble the Reader 
with any long Detail of ſpeculative No- 
tions upon the Subject, but only inſert, by 
way of Introduction, ſo much as may be 
neceſſary to form a proper Judgment upon 
theſe Caſes, and to illuſtrate the various 
Symptoms that occur in them. 

The Caſes may be depended upon to be 
literally true in every Particular, as any 
one may be convinced of by comparing 
our Books at the Hoſpital that contain the 
Names of the Patients, Places of Abode, 
Occupation and Diſtemper, as alſo the Book 
with the Preſcriptions ; and ] flatter myſt 
| S WI 


(3) 
will therefore. be received with the Regard 
due to a Set of Rules, the PraQtitioner may 
follow with all the Safety imaginable. 
Some of them are long and tedious, ei- 
ther becauſe the Patients did not uſe the 
Remedies ſo diligently as was requiſite, or 
that the Fits did not admit of a ſpeedier 
Cure, being of a long ſtanding, the Conſti- 
tution labouring under a Complication of 
Diſorders, and the morbific Matter ſhifting 
about from Place to Place, before it was 
eradicated. And I doubt not but ſeveral 
of them would have been looked uporr as 
incurable in the common Way of Practice, 
the regular Practitioner being ſeldom. in- 
dulged long enough, in chronical Caſes, 
to try fairly the Efficacy of his Method ; 
whereas the Empyric is ſuffered contentedly 
to go on impoſing upon his Patient, to the 
great Hazard of his Conſtitution and Pocket, 
as long as he thinks proper. For this reaſon 
I choſe to inſert ſome of them that were 
moſt difficult to cure, that the Patient 
might fee he is not to deſpond when a 
Cure 1s not obtained immediately, and that 
Perſeverance, under ſkilful Hands, will in 
all Probability, at laſt bring about the wiſh'd 
for Succels, 

I take the Liberty of mentioning the 
Names at length of thoſe who were cured 
at the Expence of the Hoſpital, deeming 
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4 
it a Debt due from them to the Public, to 
ſnew by their Examples, what Method may 
ſerve to cure their Benefactors, and other Fel- 
low Creatures, afflicted with the like Diſeaſes. 
A few anonymous Caſes are introduced alſo 
from my private Practice, to corroborate 
ſome of the others. And to avoid all Suſ- 

icions of Fallacy, if theſe ſhould be called 
in Queſtion, I can at any Time prove every 
Particular in relation to them. 

As the Spirit of Quacking prevails at pre- 
ſent to a great Degree, leſt this Tract ſhould 
furniſh the Ignorant with an Opportunity 
of tampering with my Materials, I only 
mention the Medicines given, but not the 
Doſes, which therefore is left to the Diſcre- 
tion of the Skilful, 

I have continued making Obſervations 
upon this Subject fince the firſt Publication 
of theſe Caſes, and though they contain 
moſt of the Symptoms that may offer, and 
clearly ſhew the methodus medendi, I thought 
proper for farther Inſtruction to add a few 
new ones, under the Head of Epilepſy ; as 
alſo ſome Inſpections of my own, of Bodies 
that had fallen a Sacrifice to this Diſeaſe, 
beſides ſome more practical Obſervations, 
that have occured ſince, in my Practice. 

It may not be improper here to make 
_ theſe general Remarks, that after due Eva- 
3 | cations 
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cuations the Cold Bath is often of great 
Service, and where it agrees, forwards the 
Cure very much; that ſome have been 
cured with Valer. lv. & Viſe. Quere. others 
with Cort. Peruv. others with Pil. Aur. 
Noft. and Decoct. e Lign. and others again 
with the Ol. Anim. and proper Aſſiſtants. 
And TI never could find any Medicine yet 
that would ſuit every Patient, but that dif- 
ferent Caſes, and Conſtitutions, &c. require 
alſo different Remedies and Method of Ap- 
plication. | a 


Of the EPILEPSY, 


HE Epilepſy appears ſo ſurpriſing in 
many Reſpects, that in former Ages 
it has been attributed to the particular Ope- 
ration 6f the Gods, Devils and Witchcraft, 
and other ſupernatural Cauſes. For no 
Geſture, Inflexion, or Poſture of the Body 
is to be conceived, which it doth not pro- 
duce; as running, turning, bending every 
way, lying down like dead, ſtanding up- 
right, or keeping the Body in a ſtiff and al- 
moſt inſuperable Poſition. 

When the Fit comes on, the Patient is 
ſeized ſuddenly, deprived of his Senſes and 
Underſtanding, and thrown down with a 
ſort of Violence; when down he grinds 
his Teeth, rolls about his Eyes, foams at 
B 3 Mouth, 
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Mouth, beats his Head, and Stomach, 
clenches his Hands, and works his Arms, 
Legs and Body ; ſometimes the Breaſt, 
Hypochondria and Belly ſwell ; when the 
Fit is going off, he commonly lies as if 
faſt aſleep, and when come to himſelf he 
knows nothing of what has paſt, but com- 
plains of a Numbneſs, and a kind of Hea- 
vineſs of the Head, and univerſal Laſſitude. 
Epilepſies are ſometimes hereditary either 
from the Father or Mother; they may 
proceed from a local Diſorder in and about 
the Brain, as when it is injured in its In- 
teguments, Superficies, Subſtance, Ventri- 
cles or Veſſels; from Wounds, Bruiſes, 
Impoſthumations, Blood, Ichor, ſharp 
Lymph ; from Excreſcences of the Cra- 
mum, or Depreſſion. All which Cauſes 
are aggravated when ſubſiſting, by a Ple- 
thora, too great Motion, Heat, Drinking, 
Gluttony, Venery, Paſſions of the Mind, 

Fright, Grief, Vexation, Anger, Cc. 
Epilepſies may alſo ariſe from Worms, 
the Tecth, Milk curdled, and other Sabur- 
ra in the prime via of Children; from 
Opiates, ſtrong Cordials, and Volatile Me- 
cines unſeaſonably given ; from the Sup- 
preſſion of the Menſes, Piles and other 
Evacuations; from Fevers not well depu- 
rated; from a Lodgment of extraneous 
Things upon the Nerves ; from exceflive 
5 8% Eva- 
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Evacuations; from Drinking, Eating, Ex- 
erciſe, Faſting, Surfeit; from violent, long 
or periodical Pein ; Hyſteric Fits long con- 
8 from Fright, Surprize, . Vexation, 
and all other Paſſions of the Mind exerted 
immoderately. 

All are not affected alike, tees the 
Greatneſs of the Diſeaſe is judged from 
the Nature of the Symptoms, that concur 
in the Fit, and the Time of its Duration. 

An Epilepſy continues ſometimes many 
Years without Danger of Life, and often 
goes _ of itſelf, eſpecially about the 
Age of Puberty; if not, it -generally is 
difficult to cure, or continues during Life. 
When it is cauſed by. an irregular Con- 
formation of the Brain, Excreſcence of the | 
Cranium, or other local Diſorders, it is 
either incurable, or its Cure depends upon 
the Removal of the proximate Cauſe. - 

When it comes after the Age of twen- 
ty-five, ſays Hippocrates, it continues as 
long as they live ; but that this Rule is 
not without Exception, appears from ſome 
Inſtances in theſe Caſes. 

Epilepſies in general are harder to . 
than hyſteric or hypochondriac Fits; for 
as the Brain is commonly very much 
diſordered, Medicines cannot eaſily take 
Effect, becauſe they muſt be divided into 
ſuch ſmall Particles to be admitted into 
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the. finer.” Tubules of its Texture, that 
their original Quality is very much altered, 


| je 2h they arrive at the Scene of Ac- 


: Whereas the other forts of Fits 
arifing. from the Stomach, Viſcera, Me- 


ſenterium, Uterus, and Parts nearly within 


the Reach of Remedies, may be cured with 


| leſs Difficulty. - 


By Way of illuſtrating the Cauſe of 
Epilepſies, I ſhall inſert a very extraordi= 
Caſe, related in the Edinb. Medic. 
72 F. IV. related by Dr. Thomas Short, 
Phyſician at Sheffie/d, and F. R. S. 8 
A Woman, ſays he, about 0 eight 
Vears of Age, had laboured under an 
Epilepſy, which from one Fit a Month, 
was come to four or five in a Day, each 
continuing an Hour or an Hour and half, 
by which ſhe was grown mopiſh and 
fi and incapable of taking care of her 
Family. Evacuations of all kinds, Epilep- 
tic, Cephalic, and many other Medicines 
had been tried in vain, the Diſeaſe grow- 
ing ſtil] more ſevere. 

Her Fits always began in the Leg, 
towards the lower Part of the Gaſtro- 
cnemii Muſcles, and in a Moment reached 
her' Head, threw her down, foaming at 
Mouth, with terrible Diſtortions of the 
Mouth, Neck and Joints. Whilſt he talk- 
ed with her, the tell into a Fit, he exa- 
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mined her Leg, but found no Swelling, 
Hardneſs, Laxneſs, or Redneſs, different 
in that from the other Leg; but ſuſpect- 
ing, from its beginning always in that 
Place, the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe lay there, 
he plunged a Scalpel about two Inches in- 
to it, and found a ſmall indurated Body, 
which he ſeparated from the Muſcle; it 
proved a hard cartilaginous Subſtance, or 
Ganglion, about the Size of a large Pea, 
ſeated on a Nerve, which he cut aſunder 
and took out the Tumor. The Woman 
inſtantly came out of her Fit, cried: out 
ſhe was well, and never after had one 
more, but recovered her former Vigor both 
of Mind and Body. 115 on 
Analogous to this Caſe was that of 
Mary Richardſon, a young Woman of 
about, twenty, who was a Vattent at the, 
London Hoſpital in 1749. After a Fever 
ſhe perceived a Swelling without any In- 
flammation at her Right Knee, with a 
Tightneſs of the Tendons in the Ham, 
attended with great Pain, which every now 
and. then growing very violent, flung her 
into ſtrong. Convulſion Fits. 
Bleeding being premiſed, I ordered a 
ſmall Quantity of Mercurial Ointment to 
be rubbed in, Nights and Mornings, to 
be purged off when her Gums begun to 
be fore, and a warm Plaiſter to the 3 
wi 
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with a nervous Mixture to be taken occa- 
onally. . | 

The Tumor being by this means re- 
duced, and ſhe being now. able to ſtand 
and walk without much Pain, her Fits 
being alſo very much mitigated, ſhe took 
Pil. fæt. and Elix. Vitr. Acid. to finiſh the 
Cure. | 

Some Time after ſhe relapſed into the 
ſame Circumſtances as before, probably 
for want of purſuing the corroborating 
Courſe long enough; when repeating the 
ſame Method, ſhe was reſtored to perfect 
Health. — The Cold Bath would have 
been proper in this Caſe, but we were 
then not yet provided with one at the Ho- 
ſpital, neither had ſhe Money to pay for 
S | 


Another Caſe of a ſimilar Nature, about 
the ſame Time, was that of a young Wo- 
man of Graveſend, a Patient in the Houſe, 
who after a Fever, perceived a great Pain 
in the Pudendum, upon which the Clito- 
ris and its Crura became as hard as a 
Bone, which gave her ſo much Uneaſi- 
neſs, that ſhe could hardly walk, and with 
the Violence of the Pain, ſhe frequently 
fell into ſtrong ſtruggling Fits. 

She was treated the ſame way as the 
. beforementioned, ſave that an emollient 
nervous Fomentation was applied to the 

| h | | Part 
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Part inſtead of the Plaiſter; and in about 
three Weeks the loſt her Fits. 5 
The Diſorder in the Pudendum being 
almoſt removed, ſhe took a Parcel of Me- 
dicines along with her into the Country, 
and as I heard nothing from her, conclude 

ſhe was cured. n 
The firſt of theſe three Caſes denotes 
plainly, that the external Injury of a Nerve 
in any Part of the Body, may produce, 
by Conſent, convulſive Motions in the Brain, 
and occaſion all the horrid Train of an 
Epilepſy. The practical Rule from 
hence is, that when ſuch Fits happen aſter 
an external Hurt of ſome nervous Part, 
the Cauſe is to be removed before you 
can expect that Medicines ſhould take any 
Effect. Upon this Principle I commenced 
the Cure of David Manſon, Caſe XV. 
by Evacuations, under a Suppoſition, that 
the Blow he had received had occaſioned 
ſome Lodgment of extravaſated Fluids 
upon the Nerves in the Part, which af- 
fecting others by Conſent, had brought 
on the various Complaints he laboured 
under, and which had its deſired Effect. 
The other two Caſes alſo ſhew, that 
when Fits proceed from any local Com- 
plaint, that being removed by topical Ap- 
plication, they may be cured very eaſily. 
What 
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What has been obſerved at the Diſ- 
ſection of Epileptie Perſons, may alſo con- 
tribute to give an Inſight into the Nature 
and Cauſe of this Diſeaſe. 

Dr. Wilts, in his Treatiſe de wu 
bee, relates the Caſe of a Gentleman, 
who being deſcended from Parents labour- 
ing under nervous Complaints had been 

long tormented with Fits, and at laſt be- 

came aſthmatic and died tabid. At the 
Opening of his Body, they found the 

Owentum, as is common in Perſons who 

die of a Decay, putrid and almoſt conſum- 
ed. Phe Stomach, Inteſtines, Pancreas, 

and Meſentery i in good Order. The Spleen 

very well, Liver not ſcirrhous, but only a 

lirtle inlarged. One of the Kidneys well, the 

other with a large Cavity diſtinct from its 

Pelvis, full of clear Water, as is often 
found in dropſical Perſons. The Lungs 

adhered: to the Sternum, Coſtæ, and Dia- 

phragm, and appeared almoſt in a State 
of Putrefaction. In each of the Ventri- 
des of the Heart was found Blood con- 
creted into a ſolid, white Subſtance, like 
boiled Fleſh, as is frequently obſeryed i in 
ſuch as die of chronical Diſorders. 

The Cranium being taken off, the Brain 

was found leſs than natural, and fewer 

Circumvolutions. From whence the Au- 

tkor ſuſpected, that not a ſufficient Quan- 

tity 
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tity. of Animal Spirits had been ſecreted. 
The whole Subſtance was moiſter than 
is natural; ſeemed to be ſoaked. in Water, 
and the Ventricles full of limpid Water. 
The Trunk of the \Spinalts Medulla im- 
merged alſo in clear Water, and e 
to half its Subſtance. 

From hence we may ſuppoſe, chat choſe 
who are hereditarily Epileptic, are often 
defective in the Organs, and that when 
this is the Caſe, a Cure is impractieable. 
However, the great Quantity of Water in 
which the Brain was immerged (by which 
means the Activity of the Animal Spirits 
was extinguiſhed, and which I take to 
be the Caſe, when after a long Continua- 
tion of Fits, the Patient grows ſtupid, 
loſes his Intellects, and grows: paralytic) 


feems to indicate, that Evacuations, and 


ſometimes briſk ones, are proper, by V. S. 
Emetics and Catharics, alſo Setons, Bliſters, 
Ifſues, &c. By this Means, if a perfect 
Cure is not, at leaſt a palliative one may 
be obtained, ſo as to preſerve the Frame 
from total Diſſolution. For if the Lymph 
collected there, and grown acrimoniduus, 
ſtimulating and occaſioning theſe Spaſms; 
is carried off from time 5 time, the Vio- 
lence of the Fits may be greatly mitiga- 
ted, though the Nature of the Diſorder 
may not admit of a perfect Cure. 

In 
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In the above quoted Medical Eſſays, is 
alſo related the Diſſection of a Boy of four 
Years old, who had ſtrong Symptoms of 
Worms, and died Epileptic.-The Bowels 
of the lower Belly were found all ſound, 
the Stomach almoſt empty, not the leaſt 
Appearance of Worms in the Inteſtines, 
only near the Beginning of the Fejunum, 
about two Ounces of a glary Subſtance of 
the Conſiſtence of Jelly. The Bile was 
ſomewhat thicker than natural, and of a 
duſky Colour. The Lungs adhered every 
where, and were full of purulent Tuber- 
cles. The Blood Veſſels of the Brain all 
greatly diſtended with Blood, and in the 
Ventricles about fix Ounces of Water. The 
Brain itſelf appeared quite ſound. 

This Caſe ſhews again, that Evacuations 
would have been very beneficial, as I have 
often experienced in Children that Anti- 
epileptics will take no Effect, unleſs the 
Baſis of the Cure is founded upon this 
Principle, as their Fits generally proceed 
from a crude and undigeſted Matter lodged 
in the primæ vie. And when they come 
from Worms, even in this Caſe, Purging 
is proper to carry off the Sabarra in which 
they harbour, with Antihelmintics, to ex- 
pel them. Thus when the Cauſe is re- 
moved, the Effect, the Fits, will ceaſe of 

| | Courſe 
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Courſe, and the Cure is compleated by er- 
vous and corroborating Medicines. 

Joan SoMERToON, a ſtrong made Man, 
aged about forty, had laboured under- epi- 
leptic Fits ten Vears, uſed various Remedies, 
but to no Effect. | 

He was brought into the London Hof- 
pital the 26th of December, 1748, had 
loſt the Uſe of his Limbs, with violent 
Pains in them, was leucophlegmatic all 
over, Belly ſwelled, made little Urine, was 
ſtupid, but had no conſiderable Thirſt, or 
rather not Senſe enough to feel or expreſs 
that Complaint. 

Under this Complication, I directed my 
firſt Intention to the Recovery of his Limbs, 
that he might be enabled to help him- 
ſelf a little in the Operation of briſker Eva- 
cuations, the Nurſes not being able to ma- 
nage him, he being very heavy. Ordered 
therefore a Doſe of the Tinct. Cathel. and 
after its Operation, Pil. Arthrit. cum Jul. 
Volat. ſextis boris, and a Bliſter to his Back; 
his Pulſe was too low for Bleeding. 

The 28th, he had a ſtruggling Fit, after 
which he continued in a kind of Stupor, 
ſo that they could ſcarcely rouze. him to 
take any thing. However they got down, 
between whiles, a little of the Spir. Corn. 
Cerv. though with Difficulty. a 
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The /29th, ordered the Nurſes to pour 
down ſome. of the Fulep. 'e Moſch. cum 
Spirit. Arom. Vol. liquid Nouriſhment be- 
tween, and Bliſters upon his Legs, both 
to rouze him, and to drain off the in- 
tercutaneous Water, which alſo often gives 
Relief! in the Aſcites. 
le gradually recovered from his Stupor, 
and the. fifth of January, finding that the 
Bliſters on his Legs had diſcharged but 
very little, I ——— a couple more to his 
Thighs, and the Nurſes obſerving that he 
was feveriſh between whiles, gh had the 
Mixt. Salin. and the Fulep e Meſch. when 
low and faint. 

The Bliſters diſcharged a great deal of 

Water, he had a Piteging: upon him, therefore 
ordered no more of the Tin&. Catbol. 
And his Pulſe being ſmall and weak, and 
his Arm and Neck ſo ſwelled, that no 
Vein could be perceived, was the Reaſon 
of his not being blooded, although he was 
now (the gth of Fanuary) pretty well re- 
covered of his Stupor, and his Fever ſome- 
times pretty high ; ordered him Pil. Artb. 
with the Mixt. Salin. and the : | 
Moſeb. Volat. as before. \ . 

The 12th, his Stupor returned, ths. 

ed Epiſpaſticum Capiti Ra ſo, and che Julip 

Vol. Moſcbat. for nothing but Liquids. could 

be got down, his Jaws being almoſt fixt. 


But 
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But all in vain, for on the 16th, I found 
a ſmall vermicular Pulſe, with coll :quative 
Sweats, and the Night following he expired. 

When he was opened, which was the 
next Day, we obſerved a conſiderable Col- 
lection of Water under the temporal Muſ- 
cles. 

The Veſſels in the Anfraftus ſubRantie 
corticalis Cerebri, exceſſively ſwell'd, and full 
of Blood. 

The Sinus ſalciformis turgid with Blood. 
The Subſtantia Corticalis of a livid Aſ- 
ect. | 
K The medullary Subſtance alſo look d li- 
vid, and was drier than in fatu naturali. 
The Ventricles quite dry, and no Water 
at all in them. 

The Blood-Veſſels about the Cerebellum, 
extremely turgid. 

The Lungs in a State of Putin 
the Heart very ſmall ; a little Water in the 
Thorax. 

The Liver ſcirrhus and enlarged. 

The V.ſica Fellea enlarged, and full of a 
paliſh, yellow, thin Liquor. 

The Wach and Inteſtines vaſtly infla- 
ted. 

The Spleen inlarged. 

The Kidneys inlarged and ſcirrhous. | 
About four Quarts of Water in the Ab- 


domen. i 
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The Omentum waſted away. 

The whole Contents of the Abdomen, as 
well as the Integuments, had a livid Aſpect, 
and ſeemed to be in a State of Mortification, 
and very fetid. | | 
When the Integuments were cut through, 
Water ouzed out in every Part of the 
Body. ek 

Upon due Confideration, it appears very 
— that this was a loſt Caſe when the 

atient was brought to the Houſe, and may 
ſerve as an Example, what Prognoſtic is 
to be made, when a Perſon, fatigued with 
Fits a long Time, becomes ſtupid and leu- 
cophlegmatic; and to ſhew that the Diſſo- 
lution of the whole Machine is not far off, 
when theſe two Symptoms are followed by 
a paralytic Attack, of which any one, who 
underſtands the Animal Oeconomy, will ca- 
fily ſee the Reaſon. 

Dr. Willis's Syſtem, that a ſharp Lymph, 
collected in the Ventricles of the Brain, and 
vellicating the Origin of the Nerves, is the 
Cauſe of Fits, ſeems not to hold good in 
this Patient; as the Ventricles were dry, 
and even the whole Cerebrum ſeemed de- 
fective in its natural Moiſture, But it is 
very probable ſome extravaſated Water had 
been there, and that perhaps the feveriſh 
Heat had conſumed it; or by Means of the 
great Laxity of the whole Fram-, from the 
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eben cder the Title of Efperie 
Fits.” 

As che nervous Shen was debilitated by 
the frequent 8 > and Languor rer ang 
after them, it is eaſy, to conceive, , that the 
Fluids thrown with W ihne into the Ex- 
tremes, could not ſo reddily be retutfled. by 
the Circulation again —— whe 5 Pl Stag - 
nation in the Lymphatics, and the 1 

une of the Nene Body, gradually 
was brought on. The Collection df, BS 
ter in the Abdomen and morbid Aſpect of 
the whole Body, as well as Viſcera, are ca- 
fily accounted for from the ſame Priticiple. 

Maxy STEvens, aged about 40, 0 
into the Hoſp ital the 7th of Se ehtenjber, 
1749 : She Fad loſt the Uſe of 240 her 
Limbs, except her Artis; had a hectic Fe- 
ver, ſet Colour in her Face, and Convulfion, 
Fits all over, tho not very ſtrong ; ſetme 
ſo ſtupify'd, that no rational Anſwer could 
be got from her. 

he beſt Account Icould get corieerhibg 
her, Was, that ſhe had bore ſeveral Chil- 
dren; and that aſtet het laſt I Fing - in, 
which was about three Months before, hav- 
C 2 ing 
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ving got cold, ſhe felt a Pain in the Abdo- 
men, which increaſing to a great Degree, 
ſhe at firſt had fainting Fits ;—then they 
came to ſtruggling Fits, foaming at the 
Mouth, &c. and the Uſe of her Limbs 
downwards was taken from her. —The 
Pain of the Abdomen conſtant, tho' worſe 
at ſome Time than other ;—The Menſes 
ſtopt by degrees ;—a ſlow Fever came on ; 
—ſhe loſt her Appetite and Fleſh ;—Alvus 
pretty orderly ; Urine high colour'd ; Pulſe 
frequent and ſmall ; and in this Condition 
ſhe came to us. 

She had been blooded ſeveral Times, 
therefore I ordered her to loſe but a little, 
which finking her, no more Evacuations 
were judged proper. A Bliſter was applied 
to the Back, and nervous Medicines ordered, 
— but all to no Purpoſe; the hectic Fever 
increaſed ; Fits between whiles, tho' not ſo 
ſtrong as formerly: She daily ſunk under 
the Load of Complaints, and died, quite 
wore away, the 1ſt of October. 

The next Day ſhe was opened, and we 
found the Stomach, Duodenum, Jejunum, 
Ileum, and Colon, very much inflated ; the 
lower Part of the latter and Rectum, as alſo 
the Uterus, and its Appendages, very much 
inflamed. The Uterus, os Tincæ, and up- 
per Part of the Vagina, thickened, yet 1-4 

| muc 
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much inlarged ;—The Liver, Kidneys and 
Bladder, ſound. 

The Veſſels of the Anfratus Cerebri, as 
alſo the Sinuſes, turgid with Blood, 

The Subſtantia Corticalts as if ſoak'd in 
Water, and the Ventricles filled with a Wa- 
try F luid. 

The Veſſels of the Cerebellum turgid 
with Blood, and its Subſtance like the Ce- 
rebellum, flabby and wate 

Tho this was not originally an epileptic 
Caſe, it by degrees degenerated into that 
Diſorder, and therefore takes its Place not 
improperly here. 

I will relate here another Caſe, from pri- 
vate Practice, that may be inſtructive, with 
regard to the Cauſe of Fi its, and the Inſpec- 
tion after Death —A fleſhy, healthy-looking 
Child, was troubled with Eruptions in his 
Face, which diſappearing, he ſcreamed, 
wrung his Body, and ſoon after went into 
Fits. — Teſtaceous and nervous Mediciues 
were adminiſtered, but to no Effect. 

Application being made to me, I recol- 
lected the Mother had been ſubject to a ſcor- 
butic Heat, appearing from Time to Time, 
and ordered a little Calomel with Oc. Cancr. 
to be given every other Day; Cinnab. An- 
tim, & Athicp. Miner. twice a Day, the 
intermediate Days a Bliſter upon the Back, 
and the Empl. de Galban. to the Belly, 
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which brought out a great Heat underneath 
it; and by theſe Means, the Child was cured 
of its Fits, ſeemed perfectly eaſy, and throve 
very well. agi; g 
About three Months after, its Wet Nurſe 
meeting with a great Fright, the Child had 
Fits again: — The ſame Courſe of Medi- 
eines was repeated, but to no Purpoſr; 
Leeches being applied to the Temples, he 
ſeemed better. An Iſſue was opened in the 
Arm, and the back Part of the Head feeling 
vaſtly hot after the Fits, a Bliſter was applied 
upon the Place.—Sa! Jovis. Val. Sylv, Viſc. 
Qwerc. Cordiac Medicines and Clyſters occa- 
ſionally, and Cathartics were given all in 
vain ; — He having no Sleep for 24 Hours, 
a little Syr, de Mecon, procured Reſt, and 
ſome Reſpite from the Fits :—They were of 
the epileptic Kind, the Child working its 
Arms, and clenching its Hands, foaming at 
Mouth, and voiding Urine in them; at. laſt 
he grew ſo ſtupid, that he took no Notice 
of any Thing, refuſed. ſucking, took but 
little Nouriſhment, and the Fits continually 
increaſing, he expired in great Strugglings. 
Alfter the aforeſaid Fright, the Mother 
had got another Nurſe, who, having a Tre- 
mor upon her, was diſcharged two Days 
after. Then the former was taken again, 
tho' I adviſed weaning the Child, who, it 
appeared afterwards, had ſuckled another 
ac | SF hs Woman's 
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Woman's Child the mean while, which 
alſo died of Fits. This Child had had ſome 
$of Fits, but never any Strugglings, 
till this Woman had given it her Milk. 
Our little Patient laboured under this laſt 
Attack, off and on, pretty near three 
Months.” N e (29 
When the Child was opened (the next 
Day) we found the Panniculus Adipoſus half 
an Inch thick ; the Stomach empty, but not 
diſordered; the Edges of the Lobe of the 
Liver, in the right Hypochondrium, in- 
flamed ; the YVeficula Fellea large and turgid 
with Gall; the Jejunum, as alſo the Colon, 
inflated like a Bladder, and empty; the 
Ileum, Meſentery, and Rectum, infarec as 
alſo the neighbouring Membranes: The reſt 

in fatu natural. IPA AT 
In opening the Head, we obferved the 
Sutures quite cloſe, and no Opening at all-in 
the Vertex, as is common in young Chil- 
dren; and the Man- Midwife, when he laid 
the Mother, obſerved, he never had ſeen a 

new- born. Child's Head fo cloſe ſhut up. 
The Perioſteum inflamed and full of 
Blood. | nd 

The dura Mater inflamed, and thickned 
to the Subſtance of a thick Parchment. 
The Pia Mater alſo turgid with Blood, 
The Subſtantia cerebri corticalis, when 
cut through, yielded a great deal of Water, 
and was flabby, as if ſoak'd in Water. 
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The Ventricles full of Water. | 

The Membrane, covering the Cerebellum, 
turgid with Blood, and inflamed ; and its 
Subſtance flabby and watry, and ſo was the + 
Subſtaniia Medullaris Cerebri, yielding much 
Water when cut into. . 

The firſt of theſe two Caſes ſhews plainly, 
that the Spaſms proceeded from uterine 
Complaints ; and that Bleeding, aperient and 
deobſtruent Medicines might have prevented 
them, if properly given in the beginning. 
When ſhe came to me, her Strength was 
ſo much reduced, and the Syſtem of Nerves 
ſo ſhattered, that there was no Room for 


Evacuations, the chief Means of reſcuing 


her from the Jaws of Death, as appears from 
the Succeſs of the Attempt that was made. 
The ſecond ſeems to argue ſtrongly, that 
Scorbutic Humours, repelled into the Ha- 
bit, may occaſion Fits, of which I have ſeen 
ſeveral Inſtances in the Fair Sex, eſpecially 
when aſſiſted by other concurrent Cauſes, 
as here by the præternatural Cloſure of the 
Sutures of the Cranium. This, by hindering 
the free Expanſions of the Cerebrum, from 
the Pulſation of its Arteries, might occa- 
ſion a Plethora there; and by ſubſequent 
Cauſes, occaſion thoſe Fits, that muſt prove 
incurable, as the local Impediment was not 

to be removed. | | 
It 
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It proves farther, what is very well known, 
that the Quality of the Milk is of the 
greateſt Conſequence to the ſucking Babe, 
and inforces this ſalutary Leſſon, that when 
any Accident happens to the Nurſe, all Cau- 
tion imaginable ſhould be applied, to prevent 
the ill Effects from the Milk upon the ten- 
der Infant. = 

From the above quoted Diſſections, it ap- 
pears plain, in what Condition the Cerebrum 
is in a confirmed Epilepſy ; only John So- 
merton ſeems to be an Exception, his Brain 
not being found watry like the reſt ; but it 
is probable it was ſo before the feveriſh Heat 
came on, which might conſume it; and the 
Veſſels being too much relaxed to reſtore 
the due Circulation of Fluids there, the 
Parts became effete and ſphacelated. 

The general Intention, therefore, to cure 
Epilepſies, ſeems to conſiſt in evacuating the 
extravaſated Lymph and ſtagnating Blood, 
and to reſtore the Tone of the Veſſels. 

The firſt of theſe Indications is anſwered 
various Ways, by Bleeding, Vomiting, Pur- 
ging, Bliſtering, Iſſues, Setons and Sternu- 
tatories. The ſecond, by the Cold Bath, 
nervous and corroborating Medicines, How- 
ever, theſe means ought to be apply'd with 
Judgment, in Proportion to the Strength of 
the Patient, and the proximate Cauſes of the 
Diſeaſe, require Medicines properly adapted 

to 
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to remove them, Thus in obſtructed Wo- 
men, troubled with Fits, deobſtruent Medi- 
cines are particularly indicated, When Fits 

ed from a local Diſorder, or external 
jury, beſides internals, topical Application 
is alſo required: When from Wo: ms, all 
the Tribe of nervous Drugs prove ineffectual, 
but Antihelmintics muſt do the Buſineſs ; if 
from an Exceſs in the Non-naturals, theſe 
mult be regulated. In ſhort, if the Prac- 
titioner doth not make this Diſtinction, his 
Endeavours will not only prove fruitleſs, 
but alſo may be injurious to the Conſtitution, 

How vain, therefore, is it to imagine, 
that Miſleto, Valerian, or any other Medi- 
cine, ſhould cure Fits, from thoſe various 
Cauſes, by a ſpecific Virtue ;- or that Pre- 
tenders in Phyſic can ſell, by Way of Ad- 
vertiſement, Medicines ſuitable in all Caſes 
and Circumſtances. 

Aretæus recommends bleeding from the 
Veins of the Arm and Forehead, and Cup- 
ping, but not till the Patient faints, for that 
would increaſe the Diſorder ; alſo openin 
any Artery, both before and behind the Far, 
l have had the Artery behind the Ear 
opened, but found not ſo much Relief from 
it, as from bleeding in the Jugular. Ob- 
ſtructed Women ſhould be blooded in the 
Foot.—Bleeding may be repeated, according 


to 
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ta the Nature of the Symptoms and Conti 
tution of the Patient. 5 

Emetics are by ſome Pradtitioners recom - q 
mended as the moſt ſalutary Evacuation, 
and directed to be given about the C 
of the Moon. Vid. Helmant et- veteres. 1 
have found great Succeſs from this Method 
in ſome Caſes; but in others it leſt ſuch a 
Diforder in the Stomach and Head, that 1 
thought it not fafe to purſue it. No donbt 
they : are of great Service in the Beginning, 
when the Diſorder of the Brain and Nerves 
firſt comes ny but when that is 8 and 
a great deal of extravaſated L a 
collected in the Subſtance e f 
the Cerebrum, it ſeems conſiſtent with Reaſon, 
that inſtead of diminiſhing, it may increaſe 
the Diſeaſe, and in this Situation 1 think: | 
Cathartics are more eligible, 

When Dulneſs, Heavineſs, or _ local 
Pain of the Head remains after Fits, C 
is of great Service, and in this Caſe I have 
ordered a Seton in the Neck with Succeſs. 

Iffues are very uſeful, eſpecially inChildren, 
and I recollect the cafe of an eminent Phyſi- 
cian, who had ſeveral Children died of Fits, 
which determined him at laſt to open thoſe 
he had aſterwards Iſſues in the Month, by 
which means he preſerved them, and leſt 
a numerous Offspring. Some recommend 
an Iſſue upon the Vertex, made by a Cauſtic; 

but 
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but this I think hazardous, leſt ſome of the 
corroſive Salts ſhould ſoak through, and 

produce dangerous Conſequences. I think it 

ſafer to be made with a Knife, or if the Caſe 

were deplorable, I would propoſe a Trepan 

to be made in a dependent part of the 

Cranium. | 

Bliſters undoubtedly are of Uſe, provided 
they are applied ſo as they may not be de- 
placed or become troubleſome by the Vio- 
lence of the Strugglings. I have often appli- 
ed ſome to the Arm or Head, and kept 
them open, with Advantage. 

After due Evacuations the cold Bath may 
be uſed; however, notwithſtanding this 
Precaution had been duly taken, I have been 
obliged to diſcontinue it, the Fits being in- 
creaſed thereby, and a kind of Stupor 
enſuing with a violent Cephalalgia, which 
] was afraid portended the coming on of a 
Stroke of the Palſey. 

When the caſe is recent, the Solids 
require bracing up, and the Conſtitution 
ſtrong enough to reſtore the Circulation with 
Vigor porportionable to the violent Impulſe 
from without, the cold Bath generally has a 
good Effect; but when the Nerves are debi- 
litated by a long Continuation of Fits, or the 
Conſtitution ſo weakened, that the Patient 
comes out cold, and remains chilly with 


Dizzineſs of the Head, it ought to be left off; 


for 
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for he will grow worſe inſtead of| earning 
a Reward for the fatiguing Experiment. 

Fonſeca L. 2. Con, 30. directs Opiates in 
the Epilepſy, to mitigate the ferocity of the 
Spirits, and inordinate Pertubation of the 
Senſes, provided they are accompanied with 
Medicines adapted to the Diſtemper. Thus 
Hartman. in 22 Chymiat, de Epilepſ. 
recommends Laudan. Opiat. with Os, 
Campbor. as Specifics for the Ep ilepſy. And 
Fonſeca further adviſes the Temples, Noſtrils 
and Pulſe to be rubbed with Oil of Box, on 
account of its narcotic Quality. But Nar- 
cotics are not to be uſed till Univerſals have 
been premiſed, and then not to effect a 
Cure, but by way of preventative, and to 
mitigate the Violence of the Fits, with a 
cautious and ſparing Hand, becauſe Epilep- 
ſies, as before obſerved, are apt to occaſion 
Stupidity, and there is Danger leſt the inju- 
dicious Uſe of Opiates ſhould promote this 
Symptom. 

As to Mercurials, their Uſefulneſs plainly. 
appears from ſeveral of theſe Caſes: Beſides 
what is ſaid there, I cannot omit obſerving, 
that I have had ſince ſome Patients, who 
upon the Mtigation of their Fits had local 
excruciating Pains, which ſeemed to baffle 
the Power of Medicine. Thele I have put 
into a gentle Ptyaliſme to diſlodge and ex- 


. 
tirpatethe morbiſic Matter, which generally 
has-anſwered our Intentior. 
' To eute and cradicate the Epilepſy, a 
Milk Diet is very much recommended, 


abſtaining from all other Food, arid drink- 
ing nothing ſtrong and ſpiritubus, of which 
e have a remarkable Hiſtory of a Phyſician 
at Croyden, who was cured by this method. 
See Cheyne's Treatiſe of the Gout, P. 103. 
and 109. | 1 
As Tea rarifies the Juices and relaxes the 
Nerves, it muſt be very pernicious. Coffee, 
as a Dryer may be of Uſe, provided ſo much 
is not taken as to debilitate and dry up the 
Nerves too much. 15 | 
As Chalybeates corrugate the Solids and in 
L mr the Juices, they are of great Service, 
Elix. Vitr, acid. anſwers thofe Intentions, 
without heating, or bringing on Vertigos and 
Hurries of Spirits, as other Chalybeates 
fometimes do. Dr. Williss Opinion being, 
that Epilepſies are very much influenced by 
the Changes of the Moon, recomniends 
Evacuations to be made about that Time, as 
is mentioned of Emetics above, by Bleeding, 
Vomiting and Purging, which I have found 
of very great Service, when the Conſtitu- 
tion, Time of the Menſes, and other Cir- 
cumſtances will permit. Sl * 
Medicines of the animal Kind are; the 
Spirit and Salt prepared from human Blood, 
which, 


A 
which, according to Van Helmont, are Speci- 
fies in the Epilepſy, even when it is here- 
ditary. Lindanus recommends the Blood of 
a Perſon beheaded, which ſhould be digeſted 
in a glaſs Veſſel with Sp. Vin. in order to 
prepare a Spirit, and Volatile Salt. Ceſſus 
mentions, that ſome were cured with drink-' 
ing the warm Blood of Gladiaſors killed in 
Combat ; but to expreſs his Abhorrence of 
the Remedy, adds Apud guos miſerum auxi- 
lium, tolerabile miſerius malum fecit. 

B. D. Michaelis ſays, this Blood ſhould. 
ſtand to coagulate, to ſeparate the Serum 
from it, and when it begins to putrify, you 
will get a greater quantity of Spirit and Salt 
from it. I have often given the Ol. Ani male 
with Succeſs, tho” not quite ſo much as 
Joannes Funkerus, M. P. at Hall, in Diſſer- 
tatione inangurali Med. ſpeaks of, who 
ſays that he cured ſome with one Doſe of 
it only. Frid. Hoffman. in Obſerv, Phyſ. 
Med. p. m. 58. has the following Paſſage. 
Pretereg illud maxime omnium mereturat- 
tentioneni, quod deſtillata ex omnibus animan-. 
tium partibus olea, crebra et repetita co. 
hobatione, ad tantum ſabtilitatis gradum 
erebi poſſint, ut aliquanto majori dei exhi- 
bita graviſſimis et inveteratis morbis, radi- 
citus extirpandis apta evadant, — And a 
little lower Ejuſmod: oleum, ad viginti et ultro 
guttas jejuno Stomacbo, ſex boris ante acceſſio- 

| nem 
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nem febrium intermittentium datum dulcem et 
placidum inducit ſomnum ac , mirifice febres 
profiigat ; in inveterata quogue et chronica 
Epileſia per ſananda, et motibus convulſivis 
compaſcendis præſidium eſt generofiſſimum, 
preſertim ft ante conſuetum invaſionis tempus 
propinetur, eaque premittantur remedia, que 
nimie humorum quantitati evacuande dicata 
ſunt. Here you ſee Hoffman is of Opinion 
this Oil may be prepared from any animal 
Subſtance, and that it is a generous Remedy 
for intermittent Fevers, and Chronical Epi- 
lepſies and Convulſions. The Ungula Alcts 
bears, in the Opinion of ſome, a great Cha- 
racer for curing the Epilepſy ; but proba- 
bly deſerves no greater Encomium than the 
Cornu Cervi., Some have in great Eſteem 
the Powder of live Swallows and Moles 
calcined. Vid. Ludovici Pharmacop. Caſtor. 
Ruſs. and the white of Peacocks Dung, 
are alſo noted Remedies. Vid. Borell. Centur. 
Obſerv. 15. Secundinæ humane, Lumbrici 
Terreſtres. The Heart of a Raven baked and 
powdered, Pili et Stercus Leonis, with 
many others whoſe Efficacy, conſiſts more 
in Imagination than Reality. 

The chief Medicines from the vegetable 
Kingdom are, Rad. Valer. Sylu. Pæon. Mar. 
Flor. Lilior. Conval. Tiliæ. Anthos, Sem. Pæon. 
Mar. Rulæ. Viſc. Quercin. Lign. Buxi, 
Guazact, a Decection of the latter ſays, AI- 


phonſus 


633) 

 phonſus Frrriue, has cured ſeveral: epilep- 
tic Perſons;: drank 6-ta;8 o. twice a Day, 
and the ſecond Decoctian being made their 
common Drink. Camphor... Opium, G. 
Al. Fæt. Auen. av. alk che fed Wu, 
Cart, Peru, Sec. yd ! 

Of the — 6 W% Tribe, are Cinnab; d 
& Antimonii, Sulphut. antim. precip, Qt. 
Vitriol..dulte Vid. Hoffm.'Obſerv. plyfice chm. 
And Paracelſus's Spirit Fitriol. Vol. Some 
mercurial Preparations, Aur. ,muſiu; Chahy- 
beatet, Mineral Waters, Sal & O.. Succini, 
Sal & Spir.'C. C. c. 

As to external Application, Ol. Succin. 
Abu Rut#; Majorane & Bal: Pernv., may 
be rubb'd in, provided the Patient has no 
natural Diſlike to them. But in caſe odo- 
riferous Smells are offenſive, you may ap- 
ply the Oi. C. C. Pbilaſopbur. N Buxs., 

The Smoke of Tobacco, Feathers; Rigg, 
and the Fumes of Amber may be blown? in 
the Face, to rpuze Perſons out of à Fit. 
Alſo Ligatures are properly made to hinder 
the ſpaſmodic Communication, in OCaſe the 
Convulſions begin from tho extreme Parts. 
Thoſe who want to ſee a greater Collection 
of Remedies, upon this Subject, may couture 
Willis de Convulſ. . _ 

It is a common Practice to hold People 


in Fits down by main F orce, and to con- 
D ſtrain 
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ſtraim their Limbs from workitig, with a 
Ve w to relieve them, and to abate the Fit. 
' But it is far otherwiſe ; for as thoſe violent 
Agitations are an Endeavour of Nature to 
throw off ſome peecant Matter, this In- 
tention is hindred by reſtraining them, and 
tlie Fit prolonged. This ſeveral &f my 
Patients have Lonfirrned to be the Cale 
from their 6wn Obſervation. | Beſides, that 
the ſtrong Co omprefſion- uſed upen "theſe 
"Occaſions, cauſes a violent Pain in all thoſe 
Parts where they are held, and greatly adds 
to that univerſal Laſſitude, which Fits natu- 
rally leave behind thiem. For this Reaſon 
they ſhould be held no otherwiſe, than may 
ſetbe only to prevent their doing't themſelves 
* Michief. | . 
Riding o dxorſcback Arengrhens: the 
Neryes; and promites'the Punctions of the 
aan Oeconomy, therefore fee. 
ficial to 9 — leptic"Perfons When it 
uleg with y, and other kinds v2 x 
| erciſe are 015 l, provided they are not 
"296 'Fatiguing ; ; alſo Country Air, chearful 
| Company, and Diverſiohs that don't hurry 
or "Exhauſt the Spirits, are proper. They 
| hould.drink no ſtrong Liquors, Their Diet 
ſhould, be moderate, and ſuch as is 35 or 
"Digeſtion, (Swine's Freſh is abſolute] 
ee by car) and may not ood 
nate 
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f aterie Fits commonly (7s in. 8 
3 a Working in the 55 5 which 
is followed by a Diſtention and Rumbling of 
the Hypoc hondrium, with a Swelling at Sto- 
wach, Belching, E Endeavour to vomit, unequal 
Reſpiration, and often obſtructed with Riſin g 
5 Suffocation in the Throat, Vertigo, 
- Tnyerſion or Rotation of the Eyes, Laugh- 
ing. Crying, with an e Pulſe or 
none, and a cadaverous Countenance; ſome- 
times convulſive Motions of the Face and 
Limbs, or of the whole Body. 

Theſe Fits often reſemble fo nearly the 
Epilepfy; that it is difficult to diſtinguiſh 
them. But when the Patient, immedi- 
ately after the Attack, is ſeized with a Ver- 

tigo or great Diſorder of the Head, or ſud- 
denly falls down with Force, theſe Fits 
are to be ranked among the epileptic, al- 
tho” they firſt begin in the Abdomen. For 
notwithſtanding their original Seat is there, 
yet by Length of Time the nervous Syſtem 
may be ſo weakened, that at their coming 
on, the Cerebrum is affected immediately; 
and 6055 . Fits by Degrees de- 
D 2 geno- 
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generate into Epile And but few there 
are who have been daher to them any con- 
ſiderable Time, that have not a Mixture of 
epileptic Symptoms with them. 8 

| That Hyſteric Fits are capable of doing 
ſo much lagbry to the Nerves and Solids, 
appears plain From the Diſſection of Bodies. 
Here the Reader may call to mind the Cas 
of Mary Stevens, related above. © 

Dr. Willis, in his Treatiſe de Morb. con- 
vulſ. mentions the Caſe of a Gentlewoman 
that had been long afflicted with Fits, and 
at laſt died of an Apoplexy. She com- 
plained of a violent Pain in the Abdomen 
and Loins, upon which convulſion Fits en- 
ſued. After ſhe had been pregnant about 
two Months, ſhe generally miſcarried in 
moſt excruciating Pains. The Fits came 
on with a Weight ſeeming to riſe from the 
Abdomen up to the Throat with Suffocation 
and Spaſms in the Face, after which the 
whole Body was convulſed. 

When dead, the Parts below the Seat of 
this violent Pain, the Thighs and Legs were 
found greatly emaciated; but the Face, 
Neck, and Arms plump and full of Fleſh. 
Within 40 Hours after her Deceaſe, the 
Skin turned livid, in ſome Places green 
and black; and the Body being ſo ſoon pu- 
trify'd, emitted a moſt offenſive Stench; 
which he aſcribes to the Principle of Mix- 

tion 
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tion in the. Juices being diſſolxed by the 


uent ſpaſmodic Agitation of the Muſcles, 


e Manner as the Fleſh of a Deer that 
ba b e Teh: or bruiſed, or beat, 
putrifies much ſooner than that of an Ani- 
mal which is killed in a quiet State. 
The Stomach and Inteſtines were ound 
in good Order, except that they ſeemed 
very much inflated. In the Middle of the 
Meſc „where it is connected with the 
Back, a Part, the Bigneſs of one's Hand, 
was roy up as if blown into Veſicles, 
which being cpened, contained nothing 
but Air, and was jadged to be the principal 
Seat of the Diſtemper; ; for tho ” Uterus 
had been accuſed by many to be in Fault, 
it was found in good Condition, and none 
of its Appendages any ways defective: 80 
that he concludes, Hyſteric Fits are often 
. owing to other Ca "than Diſorders: of 
the Uterus, 
The Kidneys- were ſound, but divided 
into ſeveral Lobes like thoſe of Calves. 
The Melt, Pancreas und Omentum very 
well, but the Liver ſwelled, hard and 
putrid like rotten Wood, probabl owing 
to the ſtrong and hot Medicines hz 
been long accuſtomed to. The Lungs were 
livid, obſtructed, and contained a ; Foy an and 
fetid Ichor. 
The Veſſels of the Mager 115 Gevhriin 
were full of Blood, when hardly any ap- 
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the fn whether the lood be too 
viſcid or too looſe, ans ſuhject to 9 
tation. A Senſation of Cold in the Back, 
ſays he, and a weak; and dow, Pujſe argue 


a; ata the. Mod A quick Pulſe, a 
great 
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Heat, ſucceeding Ch Chillizes, and the | 
Sl F Muſk, Civet, Am Ge. occa- 
ſtoning a Fit, ſhew the State 07 the Blood ö 
more looſe and ſubject to Fermentation. 

When the Blood is viſcid, Bleeding is 
proper, and the Day after an Emetic or 
hart This being premiſed, Attenu- 
ants and Aperitives are to be made uſe of, 
Decoctions with opening Roots and Herbs, 

chalybeat Medicines, Volatiles, &c. When 
the Blood is too looſe, and apt to ferment, 
Remedies temperating that Heat are indi- 
cated, as Bleeding, Cort. Peruv. Chalybeat 
Waters, . cooling Emulſions, Broth made 
of Crayfiſh, &c. 

However judicious theſe Inſtructions may 
be, in Caſe the true State of the Blood be 
ſufficiently known, he has omitted the 
chief Remedy to correct the Viſcidity of 
Jan Blood, that is Merc. dulc. or Calomel, 
as appears from ſeveral of theſe Caſes. 
And that chalybeat Waters are not ſo very 
ſafe in the other State, may be collected 
from the Caſes of two Women, Who re- 
ceived great Hurt from drinking them, as 
ſhall be mentioned hereafter. His Rules 
might be ſatisfactory if the Seat of the Di- 
ſtemper were in the Fluids only: But as 
the Organs of Digeſtion, Secretion, Nu- 
teition, and Excretion, do not perform their 
D 4 Othce 


(49) 
Office duly, and indeed are fiequently the 
primary. Cauſe of Fits, . the prime Viæ 
ſhould be principally attended to; for when 
theſe are put to rights, moſt generally the 
Juices will be rectify d of courſe.  _ 

It is a common and received Maxim, 
that hyſtcric Perſons don't bear Evacuations 
well. - But I have obſerved that when there 
is a Plethora, or Mixture of epileptic Symp- 
tors, Evacuations generally have a 
Effect ; and gentle Diſcharges, as may be 

rocured by Pil. fætid. or Gumm. Purg, 
I ever found advantagious, unleſs contra- 
indicated by a Diarrhea, Dyſentery, Hz- 
morrage from the Uterus, and Hæmor- 
rhoids. For as thoſe Patients are commonly 
coſtive, they are relieved by Aperients; and 
it is a general Obſervation with me, that 
when the Diſcharges by Stool and Urine 
are brought into their natural Courſe, the 

Cure is near at Hand, n 8 
The Indications of Cure in Men and 
Women are nearly alike, the primary Cauſe, 
as is ſaid above, in both being generally 
Crudities and vitious Concoctions, from 
Diſorders in the Prime Vie. And altho' 
Obſtructions of the Uterus render Women 
ſubject to various Diſorders, which Men are 
not liable to, yet the ſame Kind of Medi- 
cines that are given to cure Men of Fits, 
. moſt 
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moſt commonly alſo remoye them in Was 
men. However, it is to be noted, that in 
Caſe of menſtrual Obſtructions, Bleeding 
in the Foot is particularly recommended, 
and this to be repeated from Time to Time 
as the Conſtitution will bear. But when 
the Woman is pregnant, or labours under 
an Hæmorrhage from the Uterus, from 
Weakneſs, forcing Remedies are to be 
avoided; but Bleeding in the Arm, cooling 
Purges, and corroborating Medicines, are 
P When! a Flux of the Uterus happens 
from a Phlethora, as is common about the 
Age of the Menſes going off, beſides V. S. 
I commonly order a little Calomel, and 
purge it off the next Day with a cooling 
Cathartic, which generally anſwers the de- 
fired End, without any Reſtringents; for 
if theſe are given without proper Evacu- 
ations, a Scirrhus, Cancer, and other Dif- 
orders may enſue, 

I have cured many Women of Fits tice 
laboured under an Obſtructio Menſium be- 
fore this was removed, Vid. Caf. VI. Others 
have heen regular before they were cured 
of their Fits. Some have been worſe of 
their Fits upon the Appearance of the Men- 
ſtrua, Vid. Caſe VII. X. XVIII. XXVIIE 
And others have loſt them during their 

i Cure, 
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ure, pre y owing to the t Va- 
2 of the 


cuations, or the Tranſlation 
bike Matter, Vid Caſe. XXXIMI, — 
whaſe Fits returned at the Age of Puberty, 
was cured upon the Appearance of the 
Menſes. Vid. Caſe XVII. From hence we 
may conclude, that the Regulation of the 
Menſes is not ſo ſure a Guide to go by! in 
the Prognoſtication about the; Cure = Fi it, 
a5. ſome have imagine. 

Chalybeat Medicines are recommended i in 
Men and Women for Fits, eſpecially when 
accompanied with the Ob/trud#io' Menfium ; 
but when there is a Plethora they are to 
be uſed with great Precaution, I remember 
the Caſe of two middle aged Women, of 
that Complexion, who had weak Nerves, 
and with drinking the 1/ington Chalybeat 
Waters got a Fever, attended with Spaſms, 
Horrors, and other Hyſteric S 
and their Nerves remained weak a conſider- 
able Time after the Fever was gone off. 
For the Pondus of the Blood being increaſed, 
the Animal Spirits, ſubject already to an ir- 
regular Fluctuation, are ſtill more hurried 
on upon the Nerves with Vehemence, and 
may occaſion Fits when the Nerves are 
that Way diſpoſed, or increaſe them when 
the Patient has them already. _ 
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wk a foods, J. and laſtly,. 
Chalybeats . ang th her Corroborants, ma 
come in to el abli the Cure. But forne of 
this Complexion I have cured, chiefly by 
Evacuations, with very little other * 
as appears fpm Caſe XI. XII. and XV. 
Fhlegmatic and weakly. Subjects don't 
94 5 ſo wel theſe Evacuations, and for F 18 
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Pilul, 752 or Gummos. purg. IT as an 
Aperient . other * and the Elix. 


Vitr. mynſ. to 
ry 
this Method, ſhould fail, ſuch. . ner- 


vous, aromatic, volatile and ſtomachic Me- 
dicines muſt be called to Aid, as are indi- 


cated by the Symptoms that ſpcing up 74 


Nine td r- a . bord gal 
Concerning, the Cure of Children, Ling 


remark here as above, under the. Article of 

Epilepſy, that Evacuations hy Stool are the 

Foundation of the Cure; Bleeding is to be 

done ine dae as the Loſs of 5 
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much Blood ſoon overthrows the nice Ba- 
lance between the Fluids and Solids in thoſe 
tender Subjects; Bliſters are of great Ser-"" 
vice, and the great Uſe of Iſſues 11 
mentioned under the Head cf Epilepſy; 
teſtaceous and nervous Medicines may be 


8 


As t0 geld Biking „Air, Viet Ents. 
ant other Regimen, the Reader is referred 
to the Article of Epilepſy. re 

The Chorea Sancti Viti, Tetanus, Empro of= 
tot bonus, Epiſtot bonus, Spaſmus Cynicus, Tor- 
tura Oris, and other Spaſms, are all to be 
tteated after this Method, therefore it is 
needleſs to enter here u Pen, Particulars cons 
cernin g them. a 
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Epilepfa Curſive, Runnin 8 Fits 


Ebecca Cole, aged 16, was pea with 
Fits when about ſeven Years old, 
Na hard, and claſping Hold of any 
Thing ſhe could lay Hands on. Since the 
Age of fifteen they come on in the follow- 
ing Manner; firſt, ſhe perceives a Weight 
in her Head, which makes her hang it 
I then a Tremor all over and Faint- 
, then runs till ſhe meets with ſome 
Reſiſtance, then falls down, ſtruggles 5 
fir 
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firſt, after that lies ſtill, and gradually come 
to herſelf again. „The Fit being over the 
trembles, is faint, ſick at Stomach,” and 
dizzy, and now by the frequent Returns of 
them is almoſt become ſtupid. Her right 
Side is affected moſt, can hardly hold till 
that Arm, which: ſeems to: be in continual 
Agitation, like the: Chorea Suncii Vii, is 
generally coſtive, and obſerves when the 
goes to Stool regularly her Fits are not ſo 
frequent. She often bleeds at Noſe to the 
Quantity of eight Ounces, which relieves 
her Head, and edo has Fits at that 274 
Has nevet had her Menſe. 
Aug. 28, 1745. Ortered V. S. ink] an 
Emetic in the Afternoon, a Calomel-Pill at 
Night, and Cathartick the Moraing fol- 
lowin g. and a Paregoric at Night. 

Aug. 30. Had had Fits every Day, had 
like to run one Time into the Fire, if Peo- 
ple in the Ward had not prevented it. Or- 
dered Pil. fætid. every other Tae; qd 
Elix. Vitriol. twice a Day. 

Sept. 2. Continued having the ame Sort 
of Fits every Day, her Head, Trembling and 
Shaking of the Am very bad. Ordered a 
perpetual Bliſter upon the Inſide of the Arm 
affected, and to continue the Pills and Drops. 

Sept. 4. Finds herſelf better, Trembling 
and; Shaking of the Arm not ſo very bad. 
Ordered a Calomel Pill at Ni ary 2 Cathar- 
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ebe Moniny following, and a Paregoric 
— reg up ny uſe again the il. 
' fet;d. and Elix. Vier. as:before. e. 


— 14 Sept. 12. Had! bedn without Fits . 
#4 Days, but. quaccelling with another iin dhe 
q 1 Ward had — vet Without, any 
1 „Running. Continued the Pills aud Drops: 
1 Sept. x 18. Eats and ſleaps very well 

Fi Drourineſs and Stupidity almoſt gone; holds 
114 the right Atm Hand has almaſt as 
Wis much Iſe of it as of the other, ; begingito 
W's Pen ey Colour in her Face, and not 
vn hafen yr Fin hacmiaber x2th,»her 


Trembling better but not quite gone, de- 
ſires to return» Thanks to the Houſe Com- 
r be continued. as Ald; Out- 

After this the- had MediGnes twice or 
three Times more, ſtill: continuing to mend, 
and the laſt Time I ſaw her, dhe ſaid ſhe 
had remained free from Fits, her Tremor 

quite gone, and had ſeen a Shew 'of the 

Catamenia; which induces me to think, as 
ſhe never returned ſince, ſhe was perfectly 
| cured, and her Health Ay eſtabliſhed. 


- Red Bo bbc; 
Another Example of the Nada Epilepſy 


Wiam Stelwin, aged eight, had four 
Vears ago Convulſion Fits from a 


Fright, after that, when they came on, his 
Eyes 
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Eyes run with Water, both Arms drew 
forward up to his Face, then his Head beat 
downwards, and he fell a ſcreaming and 
ſtruggling, with Loſs of Senſes. He com- 
monly” had ſeven or eight of theſe Fits a 
Day, and from the firſt Onſet they, per- 
ceived his right Arm and Leg to be lame, 
which have continued fo ever ſince. 

Since that, when. the Fit is coming on, 
he runs with Violence, as faſt as the Lame- 
neſs of his Leg will permit, ſtreight. for- 
wards till he meets with Oppoſition, or 
ſome Body catches him, with Screaming, 
and at laſt drops down, and lies like a dead 
Corpſe. They perceive that he is wor f. 
Spring and Fall. The two laſt Summers K 
had Eruptions on his Head, during vhiche 
Time he was better, but this Summer has 
none, and his Fits ate worſe. He eats, and 
ſleeps well, Aluus regular, and Urine of 
common Appearance. Has taken various 
Remedies, and uſed the Cold Bath, which 
they thought made him briſker. His Arm 
is almoſt aſeleſs, but he can walk, though 
not without ſome Difficulty and Limping. 
His Mouth is continually drivelling with 
Saliva, and his Speech and Memory are fo 
much impaired, that he appears like , a Na- 


tural, 
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1 
e Nee 19, 1745. The firſt Time 


of his coming to the Infirmary, 1 


ordered Epiſpaſt. perpet. nuch. The 


Pil. fæt. every other Day, and the 


Eli. Vitriol. Mynl. twice a Day. 


- Fuly 17. The Mother, to excuſe 


Her not com ing | for Medicines before, 
Laid ſhe had been ill herſelf, and 


though the Child had not had Me- 


Geier for all the Time, yet ſhe faid 
his Running was not ſo violent, nei- 


ther did he fall ſo hard. His Spirits, 
Memory and Speech ſeem better, 


his Lameneſs not quite ſo bad, but 
drivels 23 before, Had the Pills apd 
Drops again. 

Aug. 7. The Mother aid one of 
her Children had been ill of the Small 
Pox, which prevented her coming 
for Medicines ſooner, but that the 
Boy's Fits were better. As he began 
tO 
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to loath his Pills, I ordered him to 
take the Lac Ammon. cum Tinct. 
fulig. twice a Day, and every other 
Morning an aperient Medicine. 

Aug. 21. Has his Running Fits 
ſtill, but not ſo violent, neither doth 
he fall down, but ſeems to be very 
much fluſtered ; the Fit comes on 
with a Working in his Hands and 
Arms._—Had the laſt Medicines 
again. Mi 

Sept. 11. Some Boils broke out in 
his Head, is troubled very much with 
the Vertigo, but the Running Fits 
not ſo bad. I ordered him to be 
blooded, to take an Emetic the Eve- 
ning, and a Cathartic the Morning 
following (it being about the Change 
of the Moon, at which Time he 
was generally obſerved to be worſe) 
and afterwards the Lac Ammon. &c. 
as before. E Sept. 
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— 19, 174 5. The felt "Time 
of his coming to the T»frmary, 1 
ordered Epiſpaſ. perpet. nuch. The 
Pil. et. every other Day, and the 
Ellx. Viiriol. Mynſ. twice a Day. 

Fuly 17. The Mother, to excuſe 
Hot not coming | for Medicines before, 
Laid ſhe had been ill herſelf, and 
though the Child had not had Me- 
dicines for all the Time, yet the faid 
his Running was not ſo violent, nei- 
ther did he fall ſo hard. His Spirits, 


Memory and Speech ſeem better, 


his Lameneſs not quite ſo bad, but 
drivels 23 before, Had the Faun ad 
Drops again. | | 
Aug. 7. The Mother aid one of 
her Children had been ill of the Small 
Pox, which prevented her coming 
for Medicines ſooner, but that the 
Boy's Fits were better, As he began 
to 
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[ 49 ] 
to loath his Pills, I ordered him to 
take the Lac Ammon. cum Tinct. 
fulig. twice a Day, and every other 
Morning an aperient Medicine. 

Aug. 21. Has his Running Fits 
ſtill, but not ſo violent, neither doth 
he fall down, but ſeems to be very 
much fluſtered; the Fit comes on 
with a Working in his Hands and 
Arms.——Had the laſt Medicines 
again. „ 

Sept. 11. Some Boils broke out in 
his Head, is troubled very much with 
the Vertigo, but the Running Fits 
not ſo bad. I ordered him to be 
blooded, to take an Emetic the Eve- 
ning, and a Cathartic the Morning 
following (it being about the Change 
of the Moon, at which Time he 
was generally obſerved to be worſe) 
and afterwards the Lac Ammon. &c. 
as before. E Sept. 
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Vept. 18. Had no Running Fits, 

#7tio0, Speech and Memory mend- 
Now we returned again to 

the Pil. feet. and Elix. Vitriol. as 

above. 

O#. 2. Continues on the mending 
Hand. Ordered Pil. fœt. and De- 
coct. Lign. for his common Drink. 

Ocz. 16. Had a Fit two Days ago, 
and cut his Forehead with the Fall. 
The Mother wiſhed the miſerable 
Child dead, and ſeemed to be out of 
Hopes of getting a Cure for him. 
Ordered Bleeding in the Jugular, 
an Emetic in the Evening, a gentle 
Paregoric going to Bed, and as his 
Appetite was very bad, the Elix. 
Vitriol. three Times a Day. 

| Nov. 1. The Fits much the ſame; 
his Lameneſs and Speech better, com- 


— of Sickneſs at Stomach; or- 
dired 


511 
dered another Emetic, the Pil. fer. 
and Elix. Vitr. as before, and Opo- 
deldoch for his lame Limbs. 

Nov. 8. Was taken into the Houſe, 
had a Running Fit, and if a Patient 
had not catch'd him, would have run 
into the Fire. Went on with the 
Pills and Drops; and a perpetual 
Bliſter was applied to the lame Arm. 

Theſe ſort of Medicines were con- 
tinued, with very little Alteration, 
the Child continuing to mend, though 
but ſlowly, till the 2. Dec. when L 
ordered again Evacuations by. Bleed- 
ing and Purging, after that the Pills 
and Drops as before. 

Dec. 6. Within theſe few Days 
laſt the Boy has mended conſiderably, 
his Speech and Underſtanding ſeem 
much clearer, the Driveling almoſt 
gone off, can hold a Cup and bring 

ES: - 
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it to his Mouth with the lame Arm, 
walks almoſt without Limping, has 
had no Fit for ſeveral Days, the laſt 
he had, did not run at all, was only 
giddy ; had like to fall down, but 
recovered ſoon, — Continued the 
Pills and Drops. 

Dec. 10. The Boy continuing in 
a fine Way, was diſcharged out of 
the Houſe, being now in a Situation 
of receiving his Cure as an Out- 
patient; for this End a Quantity of 
the former Medicines were given him 
fo go on with, and the Mother was 
told, if there was Occaſion, ſhe 
mightapply for more. — As I have not 
heard from the Child ſince, I cannot 
ſay whether it was that he was per- 
fectly well, or that they got him into 
ſome other Hoſpital. However from 
the great Amendment, a ſtrong Pre- 

ſumption 
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ſumption ariſes, that by purſuing 
this Method, a perfect Cure would 


have been obtained. 
Dr. Willis, to account for this 


Symptom of Running, ſays, it is ow- 


ing to an Exploſion of the animal Spi- 
rits, and that the Body is hurried 
forwards, that being its natural Way 
of moving. The Doctrine of animal 
Spirits is yet undecided, and too ab- 
ſtruſe for me to deduce Reaſons 4 
priori for this Phznomenon : But 
one may ſuppoſe that the Seat of the 
Diſtemper was in the Forepart of the 
Brain, from a Parity of Reaſoning, 
as I have heard thoſe that uſed to fall 
backwards, or ſideways ſay, that they 
were always ſeized in the Part they 
fell upon, and the Concuſſions were 
moſt violent that Way. 


E 3 In 
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In both theſe Caſes the right Side 


was affected, alſo the Boy's Speech, 
but not the Girl's, which in Proceſs 
of Time probably would have ter- 
minated in'a perfect Hemipleg ta. I 
imagine the right Lobe of the Cere- 
brum being affected, it preſſed upon 
that Portlon of the Corebellum,” and 
from therice proceeded the Obſtruction 
of the Neves on that Side. 
Although the Boy had not had his 
Fits ſo long as the Girl, yet he was 
harder to cure than ſhe, the Appear- 
ance of the Menſtrua, which is the firſt 
of the grand Climacterics in Women, 
facilitating her Recovery greatly. 
The Cure of both is chiefly per- 
formed by Evacuations, and bracing 
up the prime vie at the ſame Time. 


CASE 
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c ARF 
Epileptic Fits from Fright. . 30 


NN Spender, aged n 
of a pale Complexion, was 
frighted into a Fit when three Quar- 
ters of a Year old, as her Mother 
informed me, by a great Dog, Her 
Mouth was drawn on one Side, her 
Eyes convulſed, opening and ſhut- , 
ting alternatively, catching with her 
Hands, and afterwards lying ſtill, 
like one ſtunned or dead. © 
Till the Age of eight or nine ſhe 
had them almoſt every two or three 
Days, from that Time to: fourteen 
or fifteen: but once in two ori three 


Months, ſo that the Mother was in 


great apes they were going to leave 
Es . her. 
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her. But ſince that ſhe has had them 
more frequent and ſtronger, and be- 
ſides the beforementioned Symptoms, 
ſhe now grinds her Teeth, catches 
and endeavours to bite every Thing 


near her, falls down on a ſudden 
with Force like one dead, and is 


generally ill ten to fourteen Days af- 
ter; and as ſhe is of a peeviſh Tem- 
per, the leaſt Fright or Vexation OC» 


caſions a Fit. 


Her Appetite is pretty good, when 


free from Fits; ſhe is generally co- 
ſtive, thirſty, and feveriſh. Has a 


Pain at Stomach, Shortneſs of Breath, 
is low ſpirited, and has never had 


her Menſes. 


May 15, 1745. As her Mas of 
Blood ſeemed to be in a poor State, 
I thought it not proper to bleed her, 
but * her to take of the Pil. 


Ecphratt. 


= 
Ecphra@. every other Night, of Spir. 
C. C. & Tind#. fulig. cum Afſ. ana 

. 2g. three Times a Day, or when 

faint and low, and a Bliſter to 1 
Bl”: 05: 
Zune 12. Her Mother, being a a 
poor Woman, excuſed her not co 
again before now for Medicines, 
_ ſaying her Daughter had had ſome 
for moſt of the Time; and that the 
could not truſt her alone on Account 
of her Fits. Had found more Benefit 
by theſe Remedies than any, though 
they had ſpent upon her all the Money 
they could ſpare. Has had no Fit 
a good while. 

She had her Pills again, to be hep 
as before, and the Elix. Vitriol. twice 
a Day, alſo a perpetual Bliſter to her 
left Arm, above the Elbow. 


Fune 
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Fune 29. Has had no Fits, her 
Breath ſtill ſhort, her Digeſtion bad, 
is faint and low ſpirited, has ſeen .no 
Appearance of the Menſes yet, and 


bein g coſtive, 
I ordered her to take of our Elect. 


deobftr Nights and Mornings, the 
aper. occaſionally, and the Elix. Vitr. 
twice a Day. 

July 30. Has gone on with the 
kt Medicines ever ſince, has had no 
Fits, all the other Complaints ceaſed, 
and is now better than ever in her 
Life, exbeptii the Want of the Ca- 
tamenia. Deſires to return Thanks 
to the Board, which was granted. 
Fler Blood being much mended 
by the Uſe of the Chalybeate Medi- 
cines, I ordered her to be blooded 
in the Foot, Pil Fæt. and Elix. Vir. 
to confirm her Cure, and in Caſe of 
Dee any 
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any Uneaſineſs on Account of the 


Wat of her Menſes to 71 * to me 
again. | 2 

But as I have not Beard Gen Ys 
ſince, it is to be ſuppoſed the became 
well in every Reſpect. 

Till che Age of eight or nine ſhe 
had Fits every two or three Days, 
vhich may be attributed to the Ten- 
derneſs of her Nerves, as on the other 
Hand the Diſtance between them 
from nine to fourteen and fifteen, to 
the I ncreaſe of her bodily Strength. 
Blit as about this Tirhe the female 
Frame comes" to Maturity, and the 
Menſes generally appear, the Seeds 
of latent Diſorders are alſo often 
brought to Ripeneſs and make their 
Appearance; and as the Orgaſm of 
the Juices runs high at this Time, 
the Fits ſhew'd themſelves with greater 
Vi Four than before. The 


nee 

The Symptoms are now aggravated 
with a ſudden falling down, and 
grinding of Teeth, which ſhews the 
Diſeaſe has now fixt its Seat in the 
Brain, and therefore is of the epi- 
leptic Order. ; 

Her Complaint of Coſtiveneſs is 
common in nervous Diſorders, and 
her Thirſt and feveriſh Heat may 
proceed from a Defect in the Secre- 
tions. and Excretions, the nervous 
Syſtem being deficient in its Func- 
tions, and in part to the Want of the 
Menſes : To which alſo. may be at- 
tributed in a great Meaſure, the Pain 
at her Stomach, Low-ſpiritednelſs, 
Shortneſs of Breath, So. 


CASE 
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CASE IV. 
Epileptic Fits from Fright. 


NI Street, aged twenty one, 
of a pale and languid Com- 
plexion, being two Years ago robbed 
upon the Road, was frightened into 
a Fit, in which ſhe continued near 
two Hours, as they, who were come 
to her Aſſiſtance, told her. 

After that ſhe had a Fit every Day, 
nineDays ſucceſlively, and then every 
full and new Moon, being pretty - 
well the Time between. She falls 
down ſuddenly without any Notice, 


had a Fit in the Yardat the [nfirmary, 
whilſt ſhe waited to be received as an 
Out-patient, which was ſo ſtrong 
that ſeveral People could ſcarcely hold 


I her 
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her to prevent her doing herſelf a 
Miſchief, by the Violence of the 
Struggling. Her Senſes and Strength 
are ſo much impaired by them, that 
ſhe is not able to go to Service, 
which ſhe has been obliged. to qui on 
that Account. 

She had her Menſes regularly, 10 
rather too abundant, till Eafter laſt, 
fince which Time they have ſtopt, 
and now the is troubled with Sickneſs 
at Stomach, Shortneſs of Breath, 

and Pain in her left Side, below the 
Cote. 


The Fits come on with a great 
Fiaintneſs and Trembling all over, 
after that ſhe loſes her Senſes, and 
falls down, ſtruggling hard, and beat- 
ing herſelf. 

She alſo complains of a great Pain 


in the right Side of her Face, from 
| the 


[ 63 ] 
the Eye to the Teeth of that Jaw, 
which is come but lately, owing to 
a Cold, and has no Connexion with 
her nervous Diſorder. Her Aus 
is regular, but her Urine _m—_— 
high coloured. 

Aug. 9, 1745. The low Condi- 
tion ſhe was in would not admit of 
Bleeding, I therefore ordered her to 
take one of our Pil. aur. two Nights 
following, a Doſe of purging Salts, 
the Morning after the ſecond Pill, and 
a Paregoric at Night after the Purge, 
and ſome Tint. fulig. cum Af. be- 
- tween whales. 

Aug. 12. Found herſelf much re- 
lieved and lightſomer, had had no 
Fits ſince. I ordered her to take a Doſe 
of Pil. fæt. every other Night; the 
Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day the 
intermediate Days, and ſome 771. 
fulig. cum A. when faint. Aug. 
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Aug. 21. Has had no Fits, is very 
faint, has a violent Pain in her Head, 
but is not quite ſo dizzy. Has a better 


A 
— up ſtill, which Complaint how- 
ever is not ſo bad as formerly. 
The ſame Medicines were repeated. 

Aug. 30. No Fits, is troubled with 
the Head-ach, but not ſo often, nor 
ſo violently as before. Her A ppetite 
better, and comes on, though is but 
very weak yet. Continued the 
laſt Preſcription, and Pulv. Sternu- 
tator. to be uſed Nights and Morn- 
- ings, 

Sept. 12. No Fits her Appetite 
good, gathers Strength, and is pure 
hearty. Has ſeen a Shew of her 
Menſes. As her Blood was conſi- 
derably mended, I now ordered her 
to be blooded in the Foot, and a 


mercurial 


petite to her Victuals, but vomits 


an ww. Yu FL 
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mercurial Pill at Night, a Purge the 
Morning following, and ſome Tinct. 
fulig. cum Afſ. frequently to be taken, 
and in Caſe of Faintneſs. 

Sept. 17. Finding herſelf quite 
well, ſhe returned Thanks to the 
Board; however to obviate all farthet 
Difficulties in Regard to the Menſet 
I ordered her ſome Tinci. Hier. cum 
Tin. Mart. Mynſ. alſo a ſtomachic 
Tincture cum Tinct. Helleb. nig. to 
be uſed ſome Time, and bid her ap- | 
ply to me for farther Aſſiſtance, if 
ſhe found any Return of her Com- 
plaints: And as I have net heard 
from her ſince, conclude her 1 


cured. 


There are ſeveral Inſtances in theſe 
Caſes of Fits being worſe about the 
. of the Moon. If this Planet 

F has 


— 
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has ſo great an Effect upon the Ma- 
crocoſm, as to occaſion the Swelling 
and Falling of the Ocean, why may 
it not be ſuppoſed that ſhe has alſo 
ſome Influence on the Microcoſm, 
the human Body ? according to the 
Opinion of the learned Dr. Mead, in 
his Treatiſe de Imperio Solis & Lu- 
ng. It is true, all are not affected 
alike, neither are all Conſtitutions 
equally ſenſible of the Changes of the 
Weather. 

This Patient's Menſes were at firſt 
too abundant, occaſioned probably by 
the violent Agitations from the Fits, 
and when the Blood was impoveriſhed 
they ſtopped. Then come on the 
common Symptoms of Obſtruction, 
as alſo a Pain below the left Ribs, 
which is often obſerved to accompany 
a Stoppage of the Menſtrua, and is 


perhaps 


—— TY 
perhaps owing. t6 a too great Fulneſs 
or Inlargement of the Spleen, from 
the Blood not citculating there fo 
freely as it ought to do. 


"CASR-V 


NN Morly, aged thirty one, 
about eight Years ago, on a 
ſudden, and without any external 
Cauſe, fell down in a Fit, in which 
ſhe continued about half an Hour, 
without any Struggling, her Face 
frequently changing red and pale 
during that Time. She had two 
or three of them in twenty four 
Hours for about a Month. Was bli- 
ſtered on the Head by the Advice of 
a Phyſician, and took various Me- 
dicines, which removed thoſe falling 
Fits. But is ſtilt troubled with'Syn- 
F 2 copes, 


. 

copes, though leſs violent, which have 
followed her ever ſince pretty cloſe, 
and has generally now one in about 
two or three Days; they make her 
Countenance change very pale, at- 
tended with Pain in her Loins, and 
cold clammy Sweats, and uſually ſeize 
her in Bed towards Morning; ; when 
ſhe perceives them coming on, is 

obliged to get up to rouſe herſelf, 
which abates them in ſome Meaſure. 

Has had her Menſes all the while 
very regular, but within theſe fax 
Months laſt, too many of them ; at 
that Time finds no Alteration in her 
Diſorder. 

Her Urine is ſometimes very thick 
and high-coloured, at other Times 
very pale. Has loſt her Appetite, is 
frequently troubled with a Looſeneſs 
and Pain of the Bowels, and is grown 

| ſo 


[ $1 

ſo weak, that ſhe is obliged to be led 
and ſupported like a Child. —Her 
Mother has ſpent all her Subſtance 
upon her, which is the Occaſion of 
their applying to this Charity. 

May 13, 1745. Imagining that 
the Seat of her Diſorder was chiefly 
in the firſt Paſſages, though ſhe was 
very low, I ventured to order her a 
little Calom. to be purged off the 
next Morning by a gentle cooling 
Cathartic, a Paregoric at Night, and 
Tin. fulig. cum A. to be uſed when 
faint. 

May 20. Was a little lightſomer 
after the Phyſick, but complained of 
a violent Pain in the Small of her 
Back, and makes but little Water, 
which is very thick. 

Ordered Pil. Balſam. to be taken 
three Times a Day, with ſome EI. 
F 4 Hitr. 
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Vitr. Mynſ. in a Drau ght of Barley 


Water. 

June 10. "TEK Ai bad, alſo 
violent Pain in the Small of her Back, 
and Colic.——Ordered an Elec. with 
Conf. Cynoſb. Balſ. Locat. and a little 
Z. Z. and the Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. 
twice a Day. 

Fune 17. Fits better, but violent 
Pain from the left Kidney to the 
Groin, with Sickneſs at Stomach, 
and little Urine, high coloured. — 
Menſes too abundant, alſo Complaints 
of the Heart- burn. Ordered Jul. 
Cretac. and a Mixture with Bal. Ca- 
piv. Nights and Mornings. 

June 24. Fits not ſo often, feels 
a great Uneaſineſs and Weight in the 
Abdomen, makes Urine in ſufficient 


Quantity. Ordered an Emetic, a 


perpetual Bliſter to the Arm, Empl. 
E 
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de Galbano to the Abdomen, and a 
diuretic Tincture in Barley Water. 

June 29. Fits again very bad, 
Abdomen eaſier.— Ordered an Elec- 
tuary, with Valerian, Caſtor, and a 
little Z. Z. three Times a Day, with 
a Julep with Sal C. C. | 

Fuly 12. Fits better, but the ne- 
phriticComplaintsreturned with Sick- 
neſs at Stomach, —— Ordered an oily 
Mixture, with Sp:r. Mitr. dulc. and 
a little Laud. liquid. and a terebin- 
thinate Clyſter. 

Jul. 19. No Fits, nephritic Com- 
plaints better, but not quite gone. — 
Had the former Mixture, and Pil. 
fet. every other Night. 

July 24. No Fits, nephritic Pains 
ſtill very bad, Urine high coloured, 
and but little Pil. Balſam. three 
Times a Day, with Mzxt. Satin. cum 

F 4 Succ. 
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Suce. Linon. & Laud. _ ous 


quantitate. 

Aug. 2. No Fits, nephritis Gln 
plaints better, great Uneaſineſs at 
Stomach, and Colic Pains in the Bow- 
els —Ordered a carminative Mixture, 
with a little Laud. liquid. | 

Aug. 21. No Fits, but Pain at 
Stomach, and in the Small of the 
Back. Ordered a ſtrengthening 
Plaſter to her Back, and ind. Sto- 
mach. Amar. three Times a Day. 

Sept. 6. Has had Fits, but not 
ſo bad as formerly; has Pain at Sto- 


mach, and no Appetite, makes Urine 


freely. - Ordered Pil. $:omach. c. 


Gumm. Nights and Mornings, and a 
Mixture of Zinc. Stomach. Amar. & 

Cinnam. twice or oftner a Day. 
Sept. 12. No Fits, a great Weak- 
neſs in her Back. Ordered another 
Plaſter 


— — 
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Plaſter to her Loins, and the laſt ns 
mach Mixture. 

Sept. 23. No Fits, nor uren 
Complaints, is now able to walk 
about and do a little Work, thinks as 
ſhe grows ſtronger, the little Tremor 
which ſtill remains, will go off, and 
deſires to give Thanks, as ſhe did ac- 
cordingly the 24th. Ordered her 
ſome Pil. fer. and Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. 
to eſtabliſh her Cure. 


This Caſe has in its Beginning the 
Appearance of an Epilepſy, though 
of the milder Sort, and the Syncopes 
{he laboured under, when ſhe firſt 
came to me, ſtill argue that the Ori- 
gin of the Nerves is chiefly concern- 
ed. The Diſorder begins in the 
Head, and often works oft by the 
Bowels, inthis it differs from the hy- 

r9Y ſteric 
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ſteric Fits, which generally begin in 
the Abdomen, and aſcend to the 
Head. | 
Her being ſeized in Bed towards 
Morning may be owing to this, that 
after a long horizontal Poſture, the 
Ventricles of the Brain, which in 
epileptic Caſes commonly are found 
to contain a Quantity of Water, may 
have accumulated of it enough, to 
preſs upon the Origin of the Nerves, 
and bring on the Diſorder : And by 
rouzing herſelf, and bringing the Body 
into an erect Situation, it is diſſipated 
in ſome Meaſure, and the Fit miti- 
gated. 

It is remarkable, that when the 
Fits were better after the Purge, the 
nephritic Complaints appeared, and 
when theſe were eaſier ſhe had her 
Fits again, And thus ſhe was viſited 


alter- 


o 


4" 
alternatively ſeveral Te befor 
the Cure was ee "4 


CASE VI. 


AVE Britt, fifteen Years old, 
of a ſpare Habit and fallow 
Complexion, had never had the Man- 
ſes, was taken on Whitſunday 1745+ 
(the Moon was full the next Morn- 
ing at four o'Clock) going to, kneel 
down at Church, with the Pariſh 
Children, of which ſhe is one, with 
a Choaking, cold Sweat, and Faint- 
ing, and then fell down in a Fit at 
once, ſtruggling, ſnapping, and bit- 
ing at every Thing that came near 
her, with entire Loſs of her Senſes; 
which Fit laſted near one Hour and 
half, before ſhe came to herſelf. And 

having gradually recovered from the 
I Faintneſs 
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Faintneſs Which ſhe felt after the 
Fit, continued well till & unday the 
16th of June, when ſhe had one of 
theſe Fits, in the Street, which laſted 
half an Hour, and fince has had 
ſeveral to this Day 18. (the Moon 
changing to new this Morning) com- 
plaining at preſent of a violent Head- 
ach, Yertigo, Sickneſs at Stomach, 
and univerſal Languor. 

I ordered her to loſe a little Blood, 
a Bliſter in the Neck, a Doſe of Pil. 
ft. every other Day, and the Elix. 
Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day. 

June 2x. She was admitted into 
the Houſe, her Bliſter diſcharged very 
well, the Pills had operated kindly, 
the Elix. Vitr. fate eaſy upon her 
Stomach, and ſhe thought herſelf re- 
lieved every — Pills and 
r continued. 

| | "June 
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June 24. Had ſeveral Fits ſince 
I ſaw her laſt, but ſhorter, and not 
ſo ſtrong, her Head not ſo much, af- 
fected, complains of a Pain, in her 
Limbs; which I imagining proceeded 
from the Efforts of Struggling, - had 

no particular Regard tO but ba 
go on e 0 b d ae 
July 1. Had no Fits * my liſt 
Preſcription, but the Sickneſs at Sto- 
mach, and Yertigo had troubled her 
ſeveral Times within theſe two Days. 
Pain of her Limbs better. —1 ordered 
ber to loſe ſome Blood from the 
Foot, and to continue- her Medicines. 
July 2. The Pain of her Limbs 
being quite gone, and having had 
but a ſlight Attack of-a Fit Yeſterday 
Afternoon (this Day the Moonchanges 
to full) thought herſelf well enough 
to return Thanks, and continue an 
| Out- 
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Out: WE 60 dle e her Cure; 
for which End ſhe had ſome of che 
aforeſaid Medicines with her. 

July 11. She came as an Out- 
patient, has had no Fits, but com- 
Plains of a great Pain of her Head 
and Stomach. She had the Pi ert. 
and ſome of our Tinct. amar. comp. 

July 23. Has had no Fits, but a 
Working i in her Bowels all laſt Week 
like Fits, attended with frequent Shi- 
vering, but no Struggling. She had 
been coſtive moſt Part of the Week, 
and as I attributed the Working i in 
her Bowels chiefly to the purgative 
Quillity of the Pills not taking Effect, 
1 ordered her to take ſome Ts. 
Jalap. in the Mornin g after the Pills, 
and the Elix. Vitr. Myn. the aye 
between. \ 
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Aug. 20. Her laſt Medicines had 
held out almoſt to this Time. © Has 
had no Fits, and found the Works 
ing of her Bowels gone off with the 


laſt preſcribed Medicines, and is now 
well in every Reſpedt. I ordered 
her to continue theſe Medicines 4 
little longer to confirm her Cure. 
This Girl was cured of her Fits, 
before ſhe had any Appearance of her 
Menſes, but as her Complexion be- 
gan to be florid, and her Blood 
ſeemed to be much mended; I ath 
inclinable to think ' {he had theth 
ſoon, or has no Complainit- on that 
Account, elſe I ſhould probably h have 
heard from her ſince. * * © OY 
Theſe Fits were of the epilept 
Sort, and there is ſome Reafort -_ 
ſuppoſe they were hereditary, an 
that the Seeds of the Diſtemper had 
lain 
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hin dormant in the Habit till the 
Age of Puberty, to which ſhe was 
now arrived : For her Father, ſhe told 
me, has had epileptic Fits many 
Years, and her Siſter,” who is twenty 
fix Years old, has had them from her 
Infancy. . + 1 


. ASE VII. 
. ts from a frightful Dream, 


Lis: Carey, aged twenty two, 
E of a robuſt Habit of Body, 
about twelve Months ago waked out 
of a frightful Dream, upon which ſhe 
preſently felt a great Commotion in 
her Bowels and Stomach, fell into a 
Fit, ſcreaming, ſtru 3 clenching 
her Hands, and beating her Stomach 
a Breaſt in ſuch a Manner, that 
three 


9 0 reer 


[8] 

three or four Women could hardly 
keep her from hurting herſelf. She 
drew her Legs up behind to. ſuch 
a Degree, that her Mother feared, 
ſhe would never have the Uſe of 
them again. In this Manner ſhe 
continued quite ſenſeleſs, for about 
two Hours; at the End of the Fit 
ſhe voided her Urine involuntarily, 
and afterwards was a conſiderable 
Time very faint and languid, with 
Loſs of Appetite and Tremor, | 
Theſe Fits followed her at that 
Time about a Week, ſo that ſhe had 
commonly ſeveral in a Day; and at 
frſt but very little Interval between. 
——After that ſhe was two Months 
without them; then about three 
Months, and thus has had them ſince 
from Time to Time, the Jeaft Fright 
or Surpriſe occaſioning them: Ob- 
G ſerved 
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ſerved that ſhe was always worſe at 
the periodical Return of the Menſes, 
which ſhe had regularly. 
She alſo complained of a muſeu- 
lar Pain in the left Side, the lower 
Part of the Cote, which firſt had 
ſeized her about three Years ſince, 
after violent Exerciſe, attended with 
a Shortneſs of Breath, but no Cough, 
Whenever ſhe walked faſt, or uſed 
any ſtrong Motion, it grew trouble- 
ſome, was eaſieſt when kept herſelf 
quiet, and ſo ill at firſt lying down 
in Bed, that ſhe could hardly draw 
Breath, but after ſome Reſt grew 
eaſier. She had been blooded for it 
ſeveral Times, and found herſelf al- 
ways better after. 

She came a Petitioner to the Inſir- 
mary the 8th of May, 1745. I or- 
dered ber to be blooded, and ſix 


mercurial 


nw 


Ml oo &, = tf wy © . Wy fu — 3 ©@ mn 


831 
mercurial Pills, to take one Nights 
and Mornings, and the Morning of 
the laſt Pill the Purging Powder and 
Cathartic Salt, and the Night- after 
the Operation of the Cathartic a pa- 
regoric Bolus; imagining that the 
pain in her Side proceeded from a 
ſcorbutic Obſtruction in the Veſſels of 
the Part affected, and which was the 
moſt urgent Complaint, eſpecially as 
I knew that Purging could be no 
Detriment in ſuch a replete Habit in 
Regard to her Fits, but rather be a 
Preparative for proper Medicines here- 
after to remove them. alſo pro- 
poſed a Bliſter upon the painful Part, 
which was omitted, upon her aſſur- 
ing me, that ſhe had had ſome, but 
that they occaſioned ſuch a Heat and 
Throbbing, that it almoſt _ her 
Breath, 
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May 13. Complained of being 
low and faint, and that the Pain of 


her Side was ſtill very troubleſome. 
I ordered her a Doſe of the Pil. fet. i - 
every other Night, and take two 
Spoonsful twice or three Times a Day 
of an oily Mixture cum Sal. C. C.. 
& Laud. lig. | 


May 1 5. The Pain till very bad 
and had her Fits, ſhe had beſides the 
foregoing Medicines Tinct. fulig. cum 
Aſſ. to take when her Dizineſs, of 
which ſhe complained, was trouble- 
ſome, or when ſhe imagined a Fit 
was coming on. 

May 22. The Pain ſtill very bad 
at Nights, with a great Tremor leſt 
after the Fits. I ordered her a Doſe 
of the Pil. Ruff. every other Night, 


and a paregoric Pill every Night go- 


ing to Reſt, to ſilence the Pain; and 
A ** 
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a Mixture of Lac Ammon. cum Tint. 
fulig. cum A. & Laud. lig. to take 
a Spoonful three or four Times a 
Day. 

May 30. Was better of hes Fits, 
fora Gun going off cloſe by her, only 
made her very ſick, and put her into 
a great Tremor, but had no Fit, which 
otherwiſe would have enfued even 
from a leſs Surpriſe. I ordered 
Bleeding, it being near the full Moon, 
and as ſhe complained: of yſuch a 
Weakneſs at Stomach, that ſne braught 
up her Medicines, to take of our 
Tinct. Cathol. a Spoonful Nights and 
Mornings, and a Tea Spoonful of 
the Tinct. fulig. cum Afſ. & Laud. 
lig. twice or three Times a Day in a 
Glaſs of fair Water. 

June 4. "The Sickneſs ſtill conti- 
wing, ſhe had again the Zinct. Cath. 


G 3 with 
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with ſome Tin&. Mart. Mynſ. and 
the Tinct᷑. fulig. cum Laud. lig. to be 
taken as before. 

June 7. The Sickneſs at aca 
was ſomewhat abated, but ſhe now 
complained of a great Heart-burn. 
I preſcribed again the 7in#. Cath. 
cum Tin. Mart. as before, and the 
Jul. Cret. Bat. with a ſmall Propor- 
tion of Laud. 1g. to take frequently 
in a Day. She had had no Fits, but 
as ſhe was troubled with a great Di- 
zineſs of the Head, the loſt again 
about eight Ounces of Blood. ——The 
Fain of her Side was better. 

June 14. Had no Fit, Pain of 
her Side well, her Dizineſs and Heart- 
burn better. . had the n 
and Julep as before. 

Fune 25. Being almoſt 0h K 1 or- 
dexed the laſt * once mote. 

2 
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July 2. She came to return Thanks; 
it being about the Change of the 
Moon, I adviſed her to be blooded, 
and to take of the Pil. Ruff. a Doſe 
every other Night for fix or ſeven 
Times, and of the Elix. Vitr. twice 
a Day in a Glaſs of Water, to con- 
firm the Cure. 

The waking out of a frightful 
Dream, and Convulſions immediately 
enſuing upon it, might argue that 
the Diſorder took its Riſe in the Brain, 
and therefore ſhould be ftiled epilep- 
tic. However, as it may be ſuppoſed 
the Beginning of it was in the plexus 
of the epigaſtric Nerves, which by 
Conſent impreſſed thoſe frightful Ideas 
upon the Brain, and as the Tragedy 
was chiefly tranſacted in the inferior 
Parts of the Body, the crural Nerves 
being more violently contracted than 
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this of the Arms, we e will cal theſe 


Fits of the mixt Sort. 


The involuntary Emiſſion of Urine, 
or of the Fæces, is commonly num- 
bered among the Symptoms of the 
Epilepſy, becauſe it ſhews fo great a 
Relaxation in the Nerves of thoſe 
Parts, as is ſeldom met with in hy- 
ſteric Fits. And her being afterwards 
a conſiderable Time very faint and 
languid, with Loſs of Appetite and 
Tremor, ſtill farther confirms the 
Greatneſs. of the Fatigue the Nerves 
had undergone. 

She was worſe about the Time of 
the Menſes, not on Account of the 
Diſcharge, becauſe Bleeding common- 
ly relieved her, but the Orgaſm hap- 
pening at that Time in the Abdomen, 
may eaſily be ſuppoſed to diſturb the 
Neryes, which were tender by being 

| ſq 
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ſo often vellicated by thoſe violent 
Spaſms. 

The Pain of her Side, as it was 
previous to theſe Fits, ſo it had no 
Concern with them, but ſeemed to 
be of the hot ſcurvy Kind, contracted 
from overheating her Blood, and 
which the Heat of the Cantharides 
rather exaſperated, but was mitigated, 
when the Humors were kept in a 


quiet State, and with gentle Perſpira- 
tion by the Warmth of the Bed. | 


CAS E VIII. 
Fits after a Fever. 


Liz. Maccullow, a ſingle Wo- 
man, aged about twenty two, 
of a pale Complexion, but pretty 
robuſt Habit, was taken ill in Ja- 
et nuary 


[$9] 
uuary laſt at Service of a Fever with 
Eruptions, a more particular Ac- 
count ſhe could not give of that Ill- 
| neſs, for which ſhe was. removed to 
a Relation's Houle. And being re- 
covered of the Fever, ſhe was afflicted 
with a Heavineſs of the Head, and 
Uncaſineſs all over, with Oppratina 
at Stomach, which ſoon was follow- 
ed by Faintings. This Diſorder in- 
creaſed upon her to that Degree, that 
from Time to Time ſhe had ſtrong 
Convulſion Fits, and between whiles 
Faintings, which rendered her in- 
capable of going to Service : She had 
no Complaint to make of the Men- 
fes ; ; and though ſhe had taken va- 
rious Medicines, continued in this 


State till ſhe came to the Infirmary, 
which was the 25th of Mares alk. 


: 
* 8 


* 

As I imagined the febrile Matter 
had not been duly diſcharged, but 
left a Load upon the nervous Syſtem, 
I began with Evacuation' in the fol- 
lowing Manner: I ordered. a ſmall 
Doſe of Calomel for two Nights run- 


ning, and to purge it off the third 


Morning, and a paregoric Bolus at 
Night. She had at the ſame Time 


ſome of the Tin&#. fulig. cum A. 


with a ſmall Proportion of Laud. 

lig. of which ſhe was ordered to take 
two or three Times every Day, or 
when faint. 


March 29. She finding herſelf ſome- 


what relieved by the former Medi- 


cines, I ordered her the ſame again. 
_ April 1. She had them once more. 
Apr 5. She had had but a ſlight 


Return of a Fit, but finding herſelf 


pretty much weakened with the Purg- 


I 2 ing, 
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ing, and afflicted with a Tremor, 
ſome Faintings between whiles, and 
Sickneſs at Stomach, I ordered her 
the Pil. fæt. to take a Doſe" of 
them every other Night, and ſome 
of the Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. twice a 
Day; to brace up the Stomach and 
nervous Syſtem. | 
Apr. 9. She had more of the vil 
Fæt. and Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. to be 
taken as before ; ſhe finding her ner- 
vous Weakneſs nd Complaint of the 
Stomach much relieved.” © ©: 
Apr. 19. As theſe Medicines ard 
with her, and her Diforder decreaſed, 
T ordered: them to be continued. 
Apr. 24. She went on mending, 
and had the ſame Preſcription again. 
May 1. Had had no Convulſion 
Fit, but complained of a great Diz- 
zineſs of the Head, and Uneaſineſs 
L all 
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all over. I ordered the Pil. fœt. to 
be repeated as before, and a Mixture 


with Sal. Vol. C C. Tat. fulig: cum 


QM and a ſmall Proportion of Laud. 
lig. to be taken twice a Day, or at 
any Time when the Diſorder was ve- 
hement upon her. | 

May 8. Her Complaint was con- 
ſiderably abated by the laſt Medi- 
cines, therefore went on with them. 

May 13. She found herſelf well, 
ſave that ſhe was very weak, and 
that any Hurry or Surpriſe ſtill ſeem- 
ed to have ſome Effect upon her. 1 
ordered an Electuary cum Cort. Pe- 
ruv. & Mart. to be taken Nights 
and Mornings, and ſome of the Elix. 
Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day, to brace 
up the relaxed Fibres and Nerves, 
which had the deſired Effect. For 


on the 29th of May ſhe came and 
returned 
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returned Thanks to the Board of the 
weekly Committee for her Cure; 
and in June following I ſaw her with 
another Patient, whom ſhe accom- 
panied to the Infirmary, when ſhe 
told me with a chearful Countenance, 
that ſhe had continued ever ſince, 
and was now, perfectly well. 
Although it is not eaſy to deter- 
mine, in what Part of the nervous Sy- 
ſtem the febrile ſaburra had been 
depoſited, yet it is highly probable, 
from Appearance, that it accumu- 
lated at Times in the Brain, becauſe 
the Scene had commonly its Begin- 
ning in the Head, and that therefore 
in Time it probably would have be- 
come truly epileptick. 


CASE 
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CASE IX 
Fits from Pregnancy. 


INN Roe, aged twenty 2 
of a healthy and robuſt Con- 
ſtitution, who had miſſed her Men- 
ſes from the Time ſhe was married, 
which was between two and three 
Months, was taken ſuddenly with a 
Fit, clinching her Hands, beating her 
Stomach and Head, and ftruggling 
ſo hard with her Body and Legs, that 
ſeveral People could hardly keep her 
from doing herſelf Hurt. She had 
never had any Fits before. 

When I ſaw her (which was the 
22d of Decemb. 1744.) ſhe had been 
from one Fit into another near eigh- 


teen Hours. They had given her 
Tint. 
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Tin. fulig. cum A. and Sp. C. C. 
but inſtead of diminiſhing, the Fits 
grew ſtronger, and fo frequent, that 
ſhe had ſcarcely Interval enough now 
to take any Thing, or to make any 
rational Anſwer; but when ſhe was 
aſked whereher Pain was, ſhe pointed 
to the Head and Stomach. 

I ordered her a Doſe of the Tin. 
Hier. with a few Grains of Sal. C. 
C. and ſome Drops of Tinct. theb. to 
be given as ſoon as poſſible, to bleed 
her largely in the Arm, and to ap- 
ply a Bliſter on the Head as ſoon 
as it was practicable; and a Solution 
of the G. Ammon. with ſome Tint. 
fulig. cum Aj. to be taken a * 
ful frequently. 


Dec. 24. She had been blooded, 
the Bliſter applied, and the purging 


Mixture operated very well ; the Fits 
had 
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had almoſt left her, and as the ſtill 
complained of a violent Pain in her 

Head and Stomach, I ordered her the 
fame Mixture again, to take a Spoon- 
ful Nights and Mornings, and to 
continue the Solution of r G. Am 
non. as before. 

Dec. 31. The Fits were be ich 
but as ſhe com plained of a great Un- 
caſineſs all over, and Tremier, and 
the Pain of the Stomach and Head 
ſtill was troubleſome, the ſame Me- 
dicines were ordered once more! 

She ſaid ſhe perceived no Dizzineſs 
at all in her Head, but that it felt 
weak and light, which ſhe imagined 
might be owing to the great Diſcharge 
from the Bliſter, therefore prayed to 
have it dry d up, which I e 
conſented to. | 


_ > | Jan. 
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Jan. 11. An Uneaſineſs at Sto 
mach, Want of Appetite and Laſſ- 
tude were now the only Complaint 
remaining, I therefore preſcribed a I 
Doſe of Pil. Ruff; to be taken every il 
other Night, and ſome of the Eli 


A HAS 


Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day in a Glak 
of fair Water. 

Jan. 21. She had the aſt Modi 
cines again, and a little while after i 
that ſhe came and returned Thank 
to the Board for her Cure. 

Shecontinued well 'till June, when 
I heard ſhe had her Fits again, but 
that the good Women were nat for 
her taking any Medicines, imagining 
that the Fits were owing to her Preg- 
nancy, ſhe being then again with 
Child, and that ſhe muſt miſcarr 
now, as ſhe had done the farmer. 
Time, in order to get rid of her Fit, | 

| 44 judging 
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judging her on this Account incapable 
of bearing Children. 

Thus a great deal of Miſchief is 
daily done by Perſons who take upon 
them to give their Opinion in Diſca- 
ſes, when they have not the leaſt 
pretenſion to any Skill in Phyſick. 

For it is not improbable, a Wo- 
man in theſe Circumſtances might 
be conducted through her Pregnancy, 
by ſeaſonable Bleedings, proper Eva- 
cuations and Corroborants, made uſe 
of, the firſt three or four Months 
ſpecially, which ate frequently at- 
tended with various Difficulties, and 
which being well got over; the Re- 
mainder commonly paſs away with 
Eaſe and Safety. 

Theſe Fits at firſt Sight ſeem to 
come under the Denomination of Hy- 
eric, in as much as they probably 

H proceed 
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proceed from the Enlargement of the 
Womb, occaſioning a Preſſure upon 
the Plexus meſentericus, or neigh- 
bouring Nerves or Membranes. But 
as the Tragedy was play'd off from 
the Head, where ſhe felt great Pain, 
I think they are not improperly called 
Epileptic, although brought on from 
a diſtant Cauſe. Add to this, that 
ſhe alſo pointed at the Stomach, and 
beat herſelf there with both her Hands 
clenched, as perſons in epileptic Fits 
uſually do. The epileptic Fit, pro- 
ceeding from the Preſſure of a Gan 
glium upon a Nerve in the Leg, men- 
tioned in the Introduction, illuſtrates 
this Caſe ſufficiently. 87; 
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CASE X. 
Hereditary Syncope. 


Ary Lovell, aged twenty three, 
had been ſubje& to fainting 
Fits from her Birth. Her Mother 
had ſuch Fits from a Fright, whilſt 
ſhe was pregnant with her, and had 
one at the Time of Delivery, and 
ſhe, the Child, was in one, as ſhe 
was told, when ſhe came into » the 


World. 
At firſt coming on, ſhe feels as if 


prick'd with Pins and Needles, all 
over her Fleſh, afterwards enſues 
ſuch a violent Pain at Stomach, that 


to eaſe herſelf, ſhe could tear herſelf 


open, as ſhe expreſſed it. Then her 
Head is ſeized with a confuſed Pain, 


H3 upon 
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upon which ſhe loſes her Senſes, 


faints, and almoſt dies away, for her 
Countenance turns ghaſtly, her Lips 
black, the Noſe pinched in, her Eyes 
ſhut, and her Body and Limbs lie 
motionleſs and ſtreth d out as iff dead 
for about a Quarter of an Hour, — 
Then the comes to herſelf again by 
Degrees, but remains with a. Sickneſs 
at Stomach, trembling, all over, and 
is very weak and ill, her Senſes almoſt 
ſtupified, for a Day or two after. — 
She has ſtrove againſt them, being 
told it was owing to a fanciful Ap- 
prehenſion, with walking about, when 
ſhe found them coming on, taking 
off her Cloaths, unlacing her Stays, 
Ec. but all to no Effect. 

Five Years ago, ſhe had the ter- 
tian Ague, for about three Months, 


during which Time ſhe uſually had 
two 
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two or three of theſe Fits on her ill 
Days. 

About the Age of fixteen ths 
Menſes appeared, when ſhe found no 
Amendment of her Fits, but that ſhe 
was in great Pain all over, about the 
Time of their Return, more than is 
uſual for other Women to be. 

Obſerved, that a hard Days Work, 
too much Walking, or any other Fa- 
tigue, great Mirth, taking Cold, or 
Vexation, would bring them on. 
The laſt ſne had was about a Month 
290. — Two Years ſince ſhe has la- 
boured almoſt under a continual 
Working and Pain at Stomach, eſpe- 
cially after Eating, when with break - 
ing Wind upwards, ſhe frequently 
voides her Victuals by Mouthfuls.— 
She alſo complains of Pains in her 
Arms and Legs, which renders them 

H 4 ſtiff 
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ſtiff and almoſt uſeleſs, and is in ſuch 
Miſery when in Bed, that ſhe is fre- 
quently obliged to get up. She has 
her Menſtrua regularly, though but 
ſparingly; her Alvus orderly, and 
Urine generally pale. She has loſt 
Fleſh and Strength, to ſuch a Degree, 
that ſhe apprehends herſelf to be in 
a Conſumption, and on Account of 
her Fits, has frequently been obliged 
to quit her Service, which is her Caſe 
at preſent. 

Fune 1, 1745. 1 ordered her to 
be blooded, a Bliſter in the Neck, 
to take of our 7in&. Cathol. Nights 
and Mornings, and a ſtomachic Tinc- 
ture about eleven in the Forenoon, 
and at 11x in the Afternoon. 

June 4. Had no Fits, brings up 
her Aliments, and has ſtill a great 
Uneaſineſs at Stomach. The Pains 
| # of 
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of her Limbs not much mitigated. I 
ordered the 7718. Cathol. and ſto- 
machic Tincture to be continued. 
June 12. No Fits, the Rheumatic 
Pains eaſier, reſts better; the Vomit- 
ing better, ſtill very ſick at Stomach. 
—— Ordered a perpetual Blifter on the 
left Arm, the Tint. Cathol. as be- 
fore, and the Elix. Vitr. in Lieu of 
the Stomach Tincture, imagining her 
Stomach to be now in a Condition 
to bear the Acid, which I appre- 
hended before mien be too pun- 
gent. 
June 14. No Fits, the Pain of her 
Limbs almoſt well, the Vomiting 


ſtopt, Sickneſs at Stomach and Ap- 
petite better; is ſtill veryfaint, though 


alſo in this Reſpect not ſo bad as 
before. Went on with the laſt Me- 


June 


dicines. 
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June 21. As ſhe mended, and 
the Medicines agreed very well, I 


ordered them to be repeated. 

| June 24. No Fits, was better of 
all the former Diſorders, complained 
ſhe was greatly afflicted with the fuor 
albus, which weaken'd her extremely. 
I ordered a ftrengthening Plaſter to 
her Loins, and to take of our corro- 
borating Pills three Times a Day, 
with ſome of the ſtomachic Tine- 
Fune 26. No Fits, Head and Sto- 
mach better, but the fuor albus ſtill 
very bad, and complained of a great 
 Uneafinefs and Tremor. She had 
the Lac Ammoniacum cum Tint. 
fulig. cum Aſſ. to take between whiles, 
and the Pills and Bitter as before. 
Fune 28, No Fits, Head and Sto- 
mach better; fuor albus better. The 
laſt Medicines were continued. July 
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July 1. No Fits, Head and Sto- 
mach well; for albus continued 
mending. Went on as before 

July 2. Continued in a fine Way, 
returned Thanks to the Board, and 
had her Medicines with her to per- 
fect her Cure as an Out- patient, 
which I ordered her to do at leaſt a 
Month longer, to ſee whether ſhe 
remained free from her Fits three 
Months, their longeſt Diſtance, that 
ſhe might be aſſured of a Cure. But 
as I have not ſeen her to this Day, 
the 24th of May, 1746. I conclude 
ſhe has been well ever fince. 


Here is an hyſterical Caſe, repre- 
ſenting the human Frame under 
moſt diſmal Circumſtances. It is 
hereditary and ſo rooted in the Ha- 
bit, that it begins in the extreme Fi- 

laments 
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laments of the Nerves, the peccant 


Matter being accumulated in a Pe- 
riod of Time, - and the Conſtitution 
not being vigorous enough to throw 
it off by the Pores, it occaſions on 
the Surface the Senſation of pricking 
of Pins; and when it is abſorbed 
into the Habit, it firſt exerts its Fury 
upon the nervous Coat of the Sto- 
mach, then attacks the Brain, and 
after that diſplays the horrid Scene 
over the whole Body, depriving it 

of all viſible Motion, except the Vi- 
bration of the Arteries. And that 
this is alſo greatly hindered, appears 
from the ghaſtly and corps-like Ap- 
pearance in the Face. 

The above Theory is confirmed 
by the frequent Repetition of them 
during her tertian Ague, when in- 
ſenſible Perſpiration is very deficient, 

I as 
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as alſo that hard Exerciſe, Paſſions 
of the Mind, and taking Cold, which 
have the ſame Effect, bring them on. 

The Weakneſs at her Stomach 
ſhews how greatly the nervous Syſtem 
had been debilitated by the long Vexa- 
tion of theſe Fits, which is confirmed 
by the ſparing Menſtrua, Loſs of 
Fleſh, Strength, and general Decay. 

dhe alſo complains of Rheumatic 
Pains in her Limbs, which her ner- 
vous Weakneſs had ſo far aggravated 
that ſhe had almoſt loft the Uſe of 
them. 
-1 The Uteride veſſel were aſs ſo 
much debilitated by the Violence of 
this nervous Complaint; that ſhe had 
the fluor albus to a great Degree; 
which was however the eaſier to cure, 
5 the N erves —— made — by 
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CASE Xt 


Servant Maid about den 
of a ſtrong Habit, and healthy 
bin: was taken ſuddenly 
with Fits, beating herſelf, ſtruggling 
with her Body and Legs, and work- 
ing her Head backwards with ſuch 
Violence, that ſeveral Men were tired 
with holding her, to prevent her do- 
ing herſelf a Miſchief. She ſcreamed, 
foamed at Mouth, clenched her Jaws 
and Hands, and the Intervals were 
ſo ſhort, that ſhe had not Time to 
come to underſtand what was ſaid to 
her, or to take any Thing; neither 
was it poſſible to bleed her, or to uſe 
any other Means, but applying exter- 
nally Spirit of Hartſhorn, cold Water, 
— of Feathers under her No- 
TY 1 * 
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ſtrils, &c. Notwithſtanding which 
ſhe continued in this Condition near 
eight Hours, when ſhe gradually 
came to herſelf. Then ſhe was blood- 
ed; and took a Doſe of TinctF. Hier. 
with ſome. Tinci. fulig. cum afſa, 
which operated very well, and a 
Bliſter was applied to her Back. 
After this ſhe took ſome of the Pil. 
et. Nights and Mornings, and the 
Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day, which - 
was continued ſome Time; ſince 
that ſhe has never had the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of any Fits or nervous Diſ- 
order, which is near five Years ſince, 

This young Woman was very well 
in the Morning, eat her Dinner as 
uſual, and the Fits did not ſeize her 
till between fix and ſeven in the 
Evening. All that I could learn con- 
cerning the Cauſe of them was, that 


in 
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in the Afternoon, there being ſome 
Burton Ale bottling: off, ſhe had 
drunk of it; yet not ſo much as to 
intoxicate her, for ſhe had waited at 
Tea-table very well. Whether this 


Liquor, which is .very. windy, and 


ſubject to a ſtrong Fermentation, 
could by dilating the Stomach beyond 
its natural Capacity, bring on thoſe 


violent Spaſms, or whether they were 
occaſioned by its volatile and acrimo- 


nious Particles ſtimulating the ner- 
vous Syſtem, or both, I leave to the 
Judgment of the Reader. 


low et E 2000; ' ©! 

| Man of about fifty, of a ſtrong 
41 and replete Habit, a Drinker 
of firong Beer and Spirituous Liquors, 


had daily twelve or more Convulſions, 
N which 


. 
which affected his whole Body. His 
Eyes remained open and fixt, he loſt 
his Speech during that Time, had a 
Contraction in both his Hands, and 
could not ſtand upon his Legs, but 
underſtood all that was ſaid. The 
Fits came on with an Uneaſineſs in 
the Hypochondrium, a nauſeating at 
Stomach, ſucceeded by a copious 
driveling of Spittle from his Mouth. 
They laſted about a Quarter of an 
Hour ; when gone off he recovered 
his Speech, which however was very 
much impaired by the ye uns Re- 
turn of his Fits. 

He had already, by the Abele 
ry's Directions, been blooded, taken 
ſeyeral Doſes of Tinct. Sacr. ide 
vous Medicines, as A/. fer. Vater. 
Sal. Succin. &c. but found no 0 A- 
mendment. 


1 En | 
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Imagining that the Juices being 
too viſcid and abundant, might 
by their Preſſure. and Want of 
free Circulation check the Courſe of 
the nervous Fluid, and occaſion theſe 
Spaſms, I directed my firſt Intention 
to emptying and thinning them, 
That being effected, a Courſe of ner- 
vous, and corroborating Medicines 
might take Place and compleat the 
Cure. I therefore ordered him to 
loſe ſome Blood from the Foot, then 
to take a Bolus with Calomel, Vale- 
rian, and Conſ. Anth. two Nights 
following, and to purge it off the 
third Morning with ſome of the Pil. 
Bellaſt, and a Paregoric at Night. 
After this Proceſs he was abun- 
dantly better, he had now only one 
or two Fits in a Day, and thoſe not 


ſo ſtrong as before: His Speech was 


mended, 
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mended, as alſo his Memory, which 
he had almoſt loſt, and made him 
look like an Ideot. I ordered this 
Courſe to be repeated, and as he 
complained ofa Stiffneſs in his Tongue, 
directed thirty or forty Drops of 
Spir. Lav. C. to be dropt upon a 
Lump of Sugar, and to be ſwallowed 
gradually, and to take as much Horſe 
Radiſh and Muſtard with his Eatables 
as he could. 

The Fits being intirehp e 
by this Means, and his Speech re- 
covered, I preſcribed a Courſe of ner- 
vous and corroborating Medicines to 
eſtabliſh the Cure. | 


Mercury 1 is commonly look d up- 
on as injurious to the Nerves, but 
that it is of excellent Service in ſome 
of theſe Cafes, when applied judici- 
40 may be collected from this, the 

of following 
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following Caſe, and many other In- 
ſtances. | | 


CASE XIII. 


| Univerſal Spaſms about the Time f 
the Menſes going off. 


8 of a robuſt Habit 

was, in Decemb. 1744, taken in 

Bed, being very well the Day before, 
with a ſudden Starting, and convul- 
ſive Contractions of the whole Body, 
without Loſs of her Senſes, which 
laſted but a Moment, but was ſo vio- 
lent, that the Bed crack d under her, 
and returned ſo frequently, that the 
Apothecary would not undertake to 
bleed her, for Fear of doing her an 
Injury with his Lancet. He there- 
fore gave her a Doſe of Tinct. Sacr. 
and for two or three Days after G. 
Al 2 Ammon. Caftor. and Volatile 

| | Medi- 
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Medicines, and applied a Blifter to 
her Back. 7 

When I came to her, I and ther 
fitting in her Chair, and whilſt I was 
enquiring into the Nature of her 
Caſe, ſhe had a Fit almoſt every 
Minute. She complained of no 


Head-ach or Yertigo, or Sickneſs at 


Stomach, or any Pain at all. She 
could uſe her Limbs during the Inter- 
vals very well All over, neither was 
ſhe ſenſible where theſe ſudden lun 
had their Beginning. 

dhe was about forty fix Years old, 
the Menſtrua had been dodging her 


for ſome Time ; was pretty corpulent 
a ſober Liver, al continued having 


a good Appetite. 
I judging in this Caſe as in ads fars 
mer, that a Pletlora and Viſcidity of 


the * might give Riſe to theſe 


I 3 Spaſms, 
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Spaſrhs, ordered her to take'a'B 
with Calom. at Night, a Cathartie 
Draught the Morning following, and 
a Pategoric with ſome Tincr. Caf. the 
Night after the Putge + 

The Day after, if her Fits were 
leſs, and her Arms or Legs could be 
kept ſteady enough, to take away 
twelve or fourteen Ounces of Blood, 
and for two Days followinga Draught 
with G. Af. fer. Re uy 
five or fix Hours, 

The third Night the Calomel Bo- 
lus again, the Purging Potion the 
Morning following, and the Parego- 
ric Draught at Night. 

The Day of this fecond Purge I 
went to ſee her again in the Afﬀter- 
noon, and found that the Cathartic 
had operated very well, that ſhe had 


been blooded, and taken the other 
Medi- 
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Medicines, and was ſo much mended, 
that this Day ſhe had hut two or three 
Fits, and thoſe but very ſlight ones. 

I ordered the fame Courſe to be 
repeated once more, and afterwards, 
according as ſhe found herſelf, to take 
the Bol. and Cathartic Potion, once 
or twice a Week. 

She was for ſome Days, as 'T was 
informed, quite well, but afterwards 
relapſed. As I was not conſulted 
any more, I cannot ſay what it was 
owing to; though from the Succeſs 
we had in checking the Fits, ane 


might reaſonably be induced io ima- 


gine that ſome ſuch Courſe purſued, 
with Care, would i in Time wc ef. 


fected a Cure. 


41 0 
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Fri Fits about the Time. / the 
2h Fee going off. - 


! 


T Anal Herma! forty four 
Years old, had been taken a- 
bout a Month ago with Giddineſs and 


Numbneſs of the Head, of which ſhe 


was relieyed by Bleeding. After that 
was taken with a Tremor all over, 
inward Fluttering,Sinking and Faint- 
ings, Pain at Stomach, Reaching and 
Spitting abundantly, eſpecially in the 
Morning getting out of Bed, white 
frothy. Flegm (to uſe her own Ex- 
preſſion) like Milk from the Cow. 
She had loſt her Appetite, was waſt- 
ed, and had not ſeen her Menſes about 
* Months laſt paſt. 


2A ad 1 May 
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May 20, 1745. I ordered her to 
be blooded, a Calomel Pill at Night, 
the purging Salts the Morning follow- 
ing, a Paregoric at Night, and Tinct̃. 
fulig. cum A. to be taken when 
faint. 
May 22. Though the Evacuation 
had ſunk her a little, ſhe found her- 
ſelf relieved. —— Ordered now Pil. 
fet.every other Night, and a Mixture 
with Lac Ammon. ſome Tinct. fulig. 
cum Af. and a little Laud. lig. to be 
uſed two or three Times a Day. 

June 5. Had ſeen her Menſes the 
29th paſt, ſince which has found her 
Spirits greatly revived. Her Trem- 
bling nal. very troubleſome at Times, 
alſo Shaking of her Legs, ſo that her 
Knees beat againſt each other, with 
' Reaching and Gaping, as if her Jaws 
were to be ſplit, and Dizineſs of 
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the Head. The laſt Medicines hav- 
ing agreed very well, ordered them 
to be repeated. 

Fune 14. Having got a Cold, 1s 
rather worſe again, complains of Sick- 
neſs and Swelling at Stomach @- 
Ordered Mixt. Cath. cum Tind. 
Mart. Mynſ. to be taken Night and 
Morning, and Tindl. fulig. cum Af 
frequently. " 

June 17. No fainting Fits, i is low- 
ſpirited, complains of a Snapping in 
her Head at Night, and working as 
if it were coming to Pieces, As ſhe 
complained of Coſtiveneſs, I added 
to the Mixture ſome Tin. jalap. the 
Tine. fulig. as before, and a Bliſter 
in her Neck. 

Fune 24. Spitting Mück bene 
Fits don't laſt ſo long, Sighing trou- 
bleſome, and is low-ſpirited.— Or- 
dered the laſt Medicines again. July 
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July 3. The zoth paſt, and firſt 
preſent Month, had ſeveral ſtruggling 
Fits, occaſioned by a F right. 
Ordered Pil. Epilept. three Times a 
Day, with ſome El. Vitr. Mynſ. and 
Tinct᷑. fulig cum Afſ. occaſionally. 

Faly 15. Had one Fit fince laſt 
Preſcription, is very low and faint, 
Palpitation of the Heart very trou- 
bleſome, finds herſelf beſt after Purg- 
ing. Ordered . S. a Calomel Pill 
at Night, a Purge next Morning, a 
Paregoric at Night, and a n 
Bliſter on the Am. 

July 19. Had one Fit n 
but ſhorter and not ſo ſtrong, Palpi- 
tation of the Heart better, is not ſo 
low and faint. Ordered à Calomel 
Pill two Nights following, and the 
Cathartic the third Morning; alſo 
Lac Ammon. cum Tint. fulig. to be 
uſed frequently. July 
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Fuly 26. No Fits, has Trembling 
* Horrors upon her Spirits, and 
Sinking at Stomach; the Purge as 
before, and a bitter Mixture to be 
taken twice a Day: 

Aug. 2. Had ſeveral Ake br 
no Fits; her Spirits, Appetite and 
Strength better; ſighing, ſtill trouble- 
ſome, but not ſo bad. Had the laſt 
Medicines again, alſo Tinct. falig. 
cum A. to be taken when faint. 
Aug. 12. Had alight Fit two 
Days ago, ſtill very uneaſy at Sto- 
mach, complains of the fuor albus, 
with great Weakneſs and Pain in the 
Small of her Back. Ordered Tint. 
Cath. Nights and Mornings, El. Vitr. 
twice a Day, and a corroboratin g 
Plaſter to her Back. 

Aug. 19. Had a role Head-ach 
laſt Week | before the 1 came 


down, 


P A. 
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down, which is better ſince; had 
alſo four Days running ſome light 
Fits, her Fleſh feels numb d all over; 
Spitting and Stomach better. 

Ordered another Bliſter in the Arm, 
Pil. fet. every other Night, ſome 
Tin. jalap. the Morning after, ſhe 
being very hard to move, and the 
Lac Ammon. cum Tinctf. fulig. as 
before. 

Aug. 26. No Fits, Head ach very 
bad, Numbneſs better, is very faint 
and low. Ordered her to go on 
with the ſame Medicines. 

Sept. 6. Had one ſtruggling Fit 
the 3d, very light, Fainting much 
better, has Pain and Swelling at Sto- 
mach. Went on as before. 

Sept. 24. Had no Fits a pretty 
while, and well of all Complaints, 
ſave a little Tremor. Deſir ed to 


I return 
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return Thanks to the Board. Or- 
dered J &. and the laſt Medicines 
again to perfect her Cure. 


The Length of this Proceſs doubt- 
leſs was greatly owing to her Poyerty, 
ſhe not having the Means of indulg- 
ing the Operation of her Medicines, 
as the Rich may ; to the Fretting on 
Account of her mean Circumſtances, 
and the critical Time of her Conſti- 
tution, the going off of the Men/es. 


CASE XXV. 


Palſy, with Sight, Hearing, and Un- 
| derftanding impaired, from ex- 
ternal Injury. 


Avid Manſon, aged forty three, 
of a healthy Conſtitution and 


robuſt Habit, about ten Months ago 
| I received 
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received a Blow on the right Os Zy- 
gema, which ſtunned him ſo that he 
fell down on the Ground. When he 
was taken up they found that he had 
loſt his Speech, his Underſtanding and 
Memory,alſopartly his Sight and Hear- 
ing, with Numbneſsall over, ſo that he . 
appeared like a Natural or Ideot. He 
alſo at the ſame Time was deprived 
of the Uſe of his right Arm, that 
Leg was alſo ſo much affected, 
that he walked with a good deal 
of Difficulty. A few Days after 
the Accident, a Pain ſeized the 
left Side of his Head, about the Os 
Brepmatis, where he received no 
Hurt, which was conſtant, and ſome- 
times ſo exquiſite, that he thought it 
would make him raving mad.. He 
had been blooded and taken Medicines 
from an Apothecary, but to little 
Purpoſe. When 
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When he came to the Infirmary, 
on the 5th of Juby, 1745. his Wife 
attended him to tell me his Caſe, he 
not being capable of doing it himſelf, 
for want of Underſtanding, as well 
as of his Speech, which however he 
had recovered ſo far as to be able to 
utter a few Monoſyllables, though 
but imperfectly. His Appetite was 
all the while pretty good, but his A 
vus generally coſtive. 

I ordered him to be blooded, a 
Bliſter to the Nape of his Neck, ſome 
of the Pil. fer. every other Night, 
and as of late he had been very co- 
ſtive a purging Mixture the Morning 
following, and a Paregoric at Night, 


and the Elix. Vitr. Myn/.three Times 
a Day the intermediate Days. | 
July 12. The Pain of his Head 
was eaſier, his Speech freer, his Arm 
and 


| Tag | 
and Leg not ſo late, and i Nhe 
and Underſtanding better. Bl he 
complained of a new Pain, which 
vas in the Small of his Back, attend- 
ed with ſome Difficulty of making 
Water.” As this was but lately come, 
when the Bliſter was almoſt dried up, 
did not attribute it to the Effect of 
the Cuntbarides, but rather to a 
Tranſlation of the peccant Matter 
from the nervous Sytem n the 
urinary Veſſels, which I h obſery- 
ed has happened to. ſeveral bf my 
Patients under nervous Complaints, 
when they came to be on che ending 
Handke 3e eee 
The former Medicines were con- 
tinusd, And for his new Diſorder I 
preſcribed an oily Mixture with ſome 
ir. Mitr. d. and * * 
of 9 Tat | 
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Far 22. He was fa far recoyered 
that he came alone, heing now able to 
ſpeak for himſelf. He had the Pill 
and purging Mixture again; but as 
the Pain of his Back, and Difhcilty of 
Urine were not much | mended, he 
was blooded again, and had a Mix- 
ture with Baß. Capiu. Spire: Witr. 
dulc. and a e 0 to take 
frequent. 

Aug. 5. He came > E * 
joyful. Countenance, to tell me that 
he was perfectly well, his Sight, Me- 
mory and Speech being as good as 
ever, and his Pains and Lameneſs quite 
removed, and therefore deſired to 
return his hearty Thanks to the Board 
howeyer ſome of the Pil. fer. and 

the Lac Ammon, cum Trnt?.. fulig. 


to * for ſome Time, to ſtrenp- 
| then 
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| 
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chen Kis TOE to MAE Re- 
wy 1187 eint to li 26 bt 
ch Yo 2199 l ite 516: 
Although ''this Caſe Ae not 
er belong to the Claſs of 
Convulſions, yet 520 it ſhews'the Tut- 
priling Effect Excetrial " Hjury" ma ny, 
have! upon the nervous Syſtern, 
thought it not improper to allow it 
2 Place! here to corroborate” the pre- 
ding. Laſes. From the |Loſs of 
his' Underſtanding, Memory, and to- 
tal Numbneſs, we cannot but think 
that the Origin of Nerves had rereiv- 
ed ſuch a Shock, that they were 
greatly hindered in their Functions 
in general; and in particular, that 
ther Blum had touched and bruiſed 
ſome Branch of the th Pair, which 
iſperſes many Twigs there, ard im- 
1 are concerned in the Or- 
| K 2 gans 
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gans of Sight, Hearing, and Speech. 
And as Branches of this Pair inoſcu- 
late with the Nerves of the Vertebræ 
of the Neck, out of which the Nerve 
Seti the Arm ariſes, che Lok of 
Fro one; Side of * Spinalis Medull 
ſhould'partake of this Injury, ſo far 
as to affect the erural Nerye: of that 
Side only, is not eaſily accounted for. 
I therefore aſk d, whether this Lame- 
neſs might not proceed from his fall 
ing on that Side; to which his Wife 
anſwered, ſhe did not know of any 
Injury he had received there. 
be Pain about the Os Bregmatis 
of the oppoſite Side, did probably 
ariſe from a Contra- concuſſion of 
ſome of the Membranes, in like Man- 
ner as I have ſeen Contra · fiſſures of 


the Crauium, even in ſome where no 
Con- 


* 
a +> 
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oonſiderable external Injury was to 
be perceived. The Nature of the 
Pain ſhew'd plainly that it was ner- 
vous, becauſe it at Times relaxed 
him to ſuch a Degree that he was 
ame all over, and could hardly move. 

Although Coſtiveneſs of the Body 
may come from various Cauſes, yet 
in this Caſe it is probable that it was 
owing to the Diſorder the Nerves of 
the Meſenterium laboured under; 
whether primarily from the Blow, or 
that the Action of the Neryes being 
tated, the Injury had extended it- 
elf gradually thus far, I will not pre- 
tend to determine. Certain it is, 
that Coſtiveneſs is a common Symp- 
tom when the nervous Syſtem is in- 
jured. 

The Indication appeared in this 
valet to be, to evacuate the peccant Hu- 

| "» 7 mors, 
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mors, that might he ſuppoſed to have 
lodged about the injured: Parts; to 
ſtimulate and reſtore Activity ta the 
Nerves, and laſtly to brace them up 
How theſe: Intentions were anſwered, 


appears from the foregoing Method 
of Cure; which 1 aan 

A Caſe ee like this we find 
deſcribed in Boerhaave's Gon! ulrations 
publiſhed lately, N- 50. in a young 
Lady who had fell from her Horſe, 
but the Pain was on the ſame Side 
where ſhe was hurt; which he di- 
rected to be cured by Evacuations 
from 508 Head dronvards. 


CASE 
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CASE XVI. 
Fits from external Hurt. 


Eis Harriſon, ten Years of 
Age, a ſtout ſtrong-made Boy, 
was ſtrack by another in the right 
Epigaſtrium, about a Month before 
he came to the Ifrrmary, which was 
the r7th of July, 1741. upon which 
he fell down, and lay ſenſeleſs and 
motionleſs ſome Time, and was ſo 
ill that he kept his Bed ten Days; 
during which Time he had Fits every 
Day, lofing his Senſes, ftruggling 
hard, and foaming at Mouth. His 
Belly is very hard, and coſtive; voids 
but little Urine, which is. very high 
coloured. ——Theſe Sort of Fits have 
followed him pretty cloſe ever ſince, 
K 4 inſomuch 
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inſomuch that his Memory and Un- 
derſtanding ſeem to * 1 by 
them. 

[ordered him to * a little Blood, 
a Calomel Pill over Night, and a 
Cathartic next Morning. 

July 19. The Pill and NY 
ing agreed with him very well, he 

had the ſame again. 
Jiu 25. His Intellects ſeem to be 
much clearer and ſtronger, and the 
Fits better. As he complained of a 
gnawing Pain at Stomach, and ſud- 
den ravenous Appetite, I ſuſpected 
there might be Worms in the Caſe, 
and therefore ordered him a Vermi- 
fuge Powder every Morning, which 
if there were none, would by its bitter 
Ingredients ſerve to brace up the Tone 
of the Stomach. i 


Aug. 


«4 
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Aug. 4. Complained ſtill, though 
not ſo much, of his Stomach, and 
that he was coſtive; I therefore pre · 


ſcribed the Elix. propr. twice a 


Day, and Powder as before. 

Aug. 24. Has had no Fits ſeveral 
Days. But as his Head was heavy 
and dizzy, ordered the preparative. 
Pill and Purge again. 

Sept. 9. Theſe Symptoms being 
much abated ſince the laſt Phyſic, 
ordered the ſame again. 

Sept. 14. Has had no Fits, his In- 
tellects and Head quite well; com- 
plains again of the Gnawing at Sto- 
mach. Preſcribed the Vermifuge 
Powders as before. 

Sept. 23. His Stomach better, but 
is a little coftive, he had the Elix. 
propr. again, and the 29th of the 
ſame Month he came and returned 
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Thanks to the Board for his Cure, 
being now perfectly well in every 
Reſpect. = 

I have ſeen the Boy ſeveral Times 
ſince, he continued in good Health, 
and is grown a luſty Lad. 

It is evident from the Conſe- 
quences, that the nervous Syſtem was 
injured by the Blow, but in what Part 
may be gueffed at, but not deter- 
mined. 

I conceived the Hurt had occa- 
fioned like a Bruiſe an Echymoſis 
upon or near ſome Nerve, which be- 
ing thereby ſtimulated, occaſioned 
thoſe Spaſms and other Complaints 
of the Head. Wherefore Evacuati- 
ons ſeemed to be indicated to carry 
off the Load of peccant Humors, 
which ſucceeded accordingly ; and 
. It muſt be obvious to every one, that 

2 I nervous 
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nervous Medicines would have availed 
nothing without Evacuations. 

It did not appear that the Patient 
voided any Worms, and. perhaps the 
uneaſy Senſation at Stomach 
A 
jured. 1 

Thad not. ſet Fs this Caſe while 
under Cure, but as I remembered 
ſome of the Circumſtances, 1 ſent: 
for the Lad to refreſh my e, 
with the Reſt. 

chink the Caſe We to the 
RY % TIO V! 
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CASE xvll. 
Fi ts B external H urt. 


4 RY Cundell, between ſix- 
teen and ſeventeen Vears of 
Age, a well-grown, ſtrong, and freſh- 
coloured young Woman, ſeven Years 
ago, being at Play, her Siſter hit her 
Temple - againſt a Stair-caſe, upon 
which ſhe immediately fell into a 
Fit, laughing, crying, and ſtruggling 
alternatively, which laſted about an 
Hour. After that, ſhe generally had 
theſe ſorts of Fits twice or thrice a 
Day. Then they left her for almoſt 
a whole Year, but within theſe four 
Months have returned, and are now 
worſe than ever. She firſt perceives, 
when they are coming on, an Unea- 
ſineſs 
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fineſs at Stomach, then a Dizzineſs 
up all at once at any Body, tearing 
about her like one mad, being in- 
ſenſible of what ſhe dothy then falls 
a crying, laughing or fainting, foams 
at Mouth, bites her Tengue, and 
often wounds it ſo, that ſhe can 
hardly take any Suſtenante for ſome 
Time after. She frequently ſtruggles 
ſo; hard, that ſeveral People cannot 
manage her; and when the Fits are 
over feels àn intolerable Head: ach, 
Lowneſs and Faintneſs. Between 
whiles eats her Victuals very hearty; 
has never had her Menfes.. | Hcg] 
Hug. 3, 1745. She had been 


blaoded two Days ago. I ordered 
Pil. aur. ij, one to Night, the other 


to morrow Night, a Purge the Morn- 
ing following, and a ee Bolus 
10 | en 
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Thats, full. cim odjſ-bebwecn while 
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at Night. And to maler ſome ofthe 


when faint and low. ſpiritedi 
Ang. 9. E had n Fits, is pute 
but not ſo violently ag formerly. 
Ordered her Pil. Big brut. every 
other Niglat Elix. Vim. Myn/. wie 
a Day; and'u eee ww let 
Arm. v 1311912 793! nt 
1 Had Aa Night. adult 
Yeſterday; but no Fit. Head ach bet. 
tor ſinee the Bliſter... The Pills and 
Drops as beſte ii bas ' 

ug. er No Fits; ains of 
Pain of her Head, is ſwelled and fick 
at Stomach, Aint and;ſhort-breathed. 
Ng Menſes. Donrinued 80 fame 
Madicines, 102 07 09 „ AY 
* ug. 26. Nd Fits, is el ſwelled at 
Stomach; Appetite and Head - ach bet- 
ter. No Menſes yet. Or- 
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. Ordered Tin#. Catbol. cum Trh>. 
Marti: Nights and Mornings, TimP- 
Stamacb. Tint. Helleb. nig. ana þ. 
#q.- to be taken twice a Day in a 
Glaſs of fair Water an Hour before 
Dinner, and at fix in the ang 
and V. S. pedis. 490 

Sep. 2. About the Time of full 
Moon laſt, had ſeveral Attacks of 
Fits, but no Fits, kept her Senſes; 
Swelling at Stomach better. —The 
fame Medicines again, b 


Sept. x1. No Fits, is well in every 


Naped, but has not ſeen yet her 
Menſes. ent on as before. 
Sept. 17. Is well, but no Menſes 
yet —Ordered to go on. an" 
\ Sept. 24. No Fits, has feen a Shew 
of them. Was deſired to continue 
che Mixture and Drops alittle longer. 
| 11 \ c eVIOIC. H Nor 


OF. 
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O5. 23. Has kept away ſo long, 
not wanting any more Medicines, be- 
ing very well; has had her Menſes in 
due Order. However, I ordered 
ſome Pil. fœt. to be taken every other 
Night to confirm her Cure, and _ 
Elis Vitr. as before. 

- -O&. 30. Said ſhe ſhould ** re- 
—_— Thanks laſt Committee Day, 
thinking herſelf perfectly well, but 
that a Perſon | having given her ſeve- 
ral ſevere Blows, ſhe had fell down 
in a Fit, and wounded her Head.— 
Ordered: her to. be. blooded, and to 
continue the laſt Preſcription.  ..\/ 

Nov. 22. Came with another: Pa- 
tient, not wanting any Medicines 
herſelf, being very well; has had; her 
Menſtrua very orderly, and not the 
leaſt Symptom of Fits, ſince that 
from the Blows as above, though had 
IN I met 


461 
met with ſeveral Frights, which be- 
fore would have occaſioned them. 
Believes | all have no more, and de- 
igns to give Thanks next Board 
Day ; err ſhe did e 0 


Her is another Example of Pi its 
from external Injury. It is remar- 
kable, that the Seeds of the old Diſ- 
aſe that had lain dormant, ſhew'd 
themſelves again about the Time of 
Puberty ; that ſo ſoon as deobſtruent 
Medicines were given her, the Symp- 
toms of Obſtruction manifeſted them- 
ſelves more plainly ; and that when 
ſhe was made regular, ſhe was allo 
cured of her Fits, 


E CASE 
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CASE XVIII. 
Fits from a Blow on the Head. 


Liz. Strickland, about eighteen, 

of a ſanguine Complexian ; 
— 4 ſix or ſeven Years old had a 
Blow given her in the Work-houſe 
on the right Side of the Head near 
the Oceiput, which felled her down, 
and deprived her of her Senſes, for 
ſome Time. Since that has been 
troubled with Fits, which come on 
with a Riſing from her Stomach, ſothat 
ſhe is forced to ſwallow her Spittle a 
faſt as poſſible for fear of being ſuf- 


focated, then it gets up to her Head, 
and ſhe falls down precipitately like 
dead, and comes to herſelf again in 
about three or four Minutes, Obſerves 

* a great 


q 
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2 great Forgetfulneſs after her Fits, ſo 
that if fent on an Errand, and has a 
Fit mæan while, forgets what ſhe 
was ſent about. Has generally two - 
or three of em a Day; any Fright, 
Vexation or Uneaſineſs brings them 
on.——Has had her Memes about 
one Year pretty regularly; ſince which 
has: been worſe of her Fits and 
whilft they are upon her finds herſelf 
alſo rather more troubled with Fits. 

Fune 12, 1745. Ordered her to 
be blooded, the Pil. fœr. every other 
Day, and Elix. Vitr. _—_— twice a 
Day. 

Jane 19. Fits fill as bad lis 
tween whiles lightſomer, has a great 
Sourneſs at Stomach, Head very 
dizzy. Ordered a Bliſter to her 
Neck, an Emetick, the Falep. Cre- 
tac. and Pil. fet. every other Night. 

L 2 Fune 
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June 26. Miſſed her Fits one Day, 
which had never done before, had 
ſome ſince, but neither ſo long not 
fo ſtrong. Still a great Sourneſs at 
Stomach . Ordered Pil. feet. as 
before, Sp. C. C. twice a n 
the Jul. Creiac. 0 0 

Fut 3. Miſſed wh Fits one Day. 
Had them very bad Yeſterday and 
the Day before (Moon full the'2d;) 
Ordered Pil. ſœt. as before, Tinci. fulig 
cum Aſſ. and a perpetual Bliſter upon 
| the Arm, Sourneſs at Stomach gone. 

July 17. Miſſed her Fits two Days, 
when they come are ſhorter and not 
ſo ſtrong. Ordered V. & to renew 
the Bliſter, which was almoſt dry, 
the Pills as before, and: the- . 
Vitr. twice a Day. — * 

Aug. 1. Had a firong Fit n 
in the Morning in Bed, which made 
dan it 


7 
. 


LY 
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it ſhake, but laſted'only two Minutes. 
Had two yeſterday, Water runs from 
her Mouth abundantly.—Had her 
Pills again, and to refreſſi her Spirtts, 
which ſhe complained were n 
low, ſome Spir. Lav. C. 

Aug. 14. Miſſed her Fits eye 
Had them again Yeſterday, - and to 
Day had two whilft waiting at the 
Infirmary; they laſt but a' little 
while, ſhe is not ſo ill after, and re- 
covers her Senſes ſooner, — Was 
blooded again; and as I began to 
ſuſpect the Diſorder in her Stomach 
and Bowels, according to her De- 
ſcription, might perhaps proceed from 
Worms, I preſcribed the Ele&. Hel. 
mint. Nights and Mornings, and of 
the Tinct. Helleb. nig & Spir. Low 
C. at eleven and be. 1 1 


„ 


b 1 0 
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Sept.” 5. Is better, her Fits often 
come and go in her Sleep, ſtruggle 
hard, as her Miſtreſs with whom ſhe 
hes, tells her. The Elec. and Drops 
Sept. 26. Had Fits in the Night 
very bad. Ordered Pil. Aur. ij, 
then a Purge Lac Ammon. & A. 
feet. ana p. æg. a couple of Spoonſ- 
ful three or four Times a Day. 
I did not ſee her again till the 
22d of October, when ſhe deſired to 
give Thanks to the Board, ſaying ſhe 
was almoſt well of her Fits, and be- 
lieved they would wear away: How- 
everT urged her not to leave off her Me. 
dicines, accordingly for the next Day 
I ordered her an Emetic, two prepa- 
rative Pills for two Nights following, 
after that a Cathartic, and the 7:1. 
fulig. cum Aſſ. three or four Times a 
Day, or when faint. Mou. 


W 
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Nov. 5. Had the preparative Pills 
and Cathartic again, was blooded, 
and Tin. fulig. as before, was better. 
\ Nov. 11. Had had no Fits ſeveral 
Days, thinks herſelf perfectly well. 
—— Ordered by Way of Precaution, 
and to fortify her Nerves againſt any 
ſudden Surpriſe, the Lac Ammon. & 
Af. fet. After that ſaw her no more, 
ſo conclude ſhe continued well. 


This Girl did not purſue her Me- 
dicines cloſe enough, elſe, very pro- 
bably, would have been cured much 
ſooner. 

The violent Concuſſion the Brain 
received from the Blow, was doubt- 
leſs the Occaſion of the Fits, which 
therefore may be rank'd in the epilep- 
tic Order : although afterwards they 


ſeemed to begin in the Stomach, the 
L 4 Nerves 
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Nerves of which had been ſo much 
debilitated that they gave the firſt 
Notice, as ſoon as the Diſorder began 
to affect the Brain. 

The Diſorder at her Stomach, and 
violent Flux of Saliva, were greatly 
abated by the Uſe of the Elec. Hel. 
mint. But whether that was not rather 
owing to the Stomachic than the Ver- 
mifuge Ingredient, I cannot deter- 
mine, becauſe no Worms were per- 
ceived to come from her. 


r AUR Xxx. 
Fits after a ſtrong Purge. 


NIN Meers, aged thirteen, of 
a low Stature, thin Habit, and 

pale Complexion, was about fix 
Years ago, after a ſtrong Cathartic, 
taken 


= 


6 
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taken with a violent Convulſion Fit: 
after that her Fits were not ſo ſtrong, 
but frequent, ſo that ſhe often had 
two or three a Day; obſerved ſhe 
was commonly worſe about the 
Changes of the Moon. Is now fre- 
quently ſeized with great Pain at 
Stomach, which ſometimes {wells very 
much, and after it is troubled with 
Wind and Rumbling in the Bowels. 
Her Mouth is ſo full of Spittle that 
ſhe is obliged to ſwallow it ſo faſt 
that it almoſt choaks her, then her 
Head is ſeized with a Stupor, loſes 
her Senſes, faints away with Diſtor- 
tion of her Limbs, ſometimes with, 
ſometimes without Struggling, and 
in about a Quarter of an Hour recovers 
her Senſes, but remains very weak 
and languid. Her Appetite very bad, 
is always ſick at Stomach, and often 
brings 
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brings up her Victuals again, begins 
loſe Fleſh, and Strength, and 
inks herſelf in a Conſumption. = 
Commenced an Out-patient the 
27th of March, 1745. from which 
Time ſhe had divers Doſes of Pil. ft. 
to take every other Night, and EZ. 
Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day; but not 
purſuing her Cure cloſely, received 
| little Benefit till the roth of June, 
when ſhe told me ſhe had had no Fits 
three Weeks, Vomiting and Sickneſs at 
Stomach not ſo bad. Continued the 

ſame Medicines. 
Fiune 26. Had Fits the 2 2d, (two 
Days before the 1ft Quarter of the 
Moon) not ſo long nor ſo ſtrong. 
Swallowing of Spittle ſtill very trou- 
bleſome. — Ordered Pil. Epilept. 
to be taken three Times a Day, with 
ſome El. Vitr. and a Cathartic ſome 
Days after. | July 


WLLW | 
July x. No Fits, Spittle not trou- 
bleſome, is purely ſince the Purge.— 
Ordered the ſame again. 
July 24. Obſerves has Fits every 
three Weeks, conſtantly, deſpairs of 
erer getting well. Had them laſt 
Week from Monday 15, to Saturday 
20. yet cannot ſay they are ſo ſtrong 
or long, (new Moon the 17th) has 
a gnawing Pain at Stomach before 
Eating, and is ſwelled. — Ordered 
Ele&. Helmintic. Nights and Morn- 
ings, and Elix. propr. about Noon, 
and at five or fix in the Afternoon. 
Aug. 12. The Gnawing and Swel- 
ling at Stomach gone: Has had no 
Fits, is mended purely ſince laſt Me- 
dicines, which therefore were re- 
peated. 
Sept. 11. No Fits ; debt be- 
tween whiles and riddy, Stomach 


pretty 
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PN well. —— Againſt the approach- 
ing Change of the Moon, ordered 
her a Vomit to Day, to be blooded 
to Morrow 1 2 Pur ge the next Morn- 
ing, and Paregoric at Night. 
- Sept. 17. Had Fits laſt Mednęſaay 
Night, and off and on till, Friday 
Evening (new Moon on Friday) os 
ever they were but ſhort and not 
ſtrong, Stomach much better. 
Ordered an Elect. with Limat. Stan- 
214 Cunſ. Ruthe and E. Z. alſo Elix. 
Propr. as before. | 

Sep. 27. Has had ſome Aitacki F 
Fits, but no Fits. No Pain at all at 
Stomach. — Went on with the ſame 
Medicines. | 
Oc. 15. Was perſoclly ** and 
returned Thanks. I told her if 'ſhe 
ſhould find herſelf uneaſy on Account 
of the Want of her Merſes, which 

. hitherto 


2 


1 

hitherto had not appeared, or 
haue any Return of Fits, to apply 
again to the Infirmary - Which ſhe 
not having done to this Day; I. 
dude her to have received” A pech 
1 10 29990] 679 rol !:2 

169 Hao. 

As chis Girl was abc —_ Hel 
mintic Medicines chiefly, it is highly 
probable, as alſo from ſome of her 
Complaints, ſhe had Worms; although 
ſhe perceived none to come from her, 
a8 ſhe ſaid, which may be imputed 
to her Ignorance and Want of Roger 
Obſervation. - 

Whether the firſt Fit was occa- 
ſioned, by the violent Irritation from 
the Cathartic, or from the Worms be- 


ing greatly diſturbed by it, and clinging 


therefore cloſe to the Membranes of 
the Inteſtines, which by draw¾ing the 
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nervous Syitem into Conſent, brought 
on thoſe univerſal 3 I 
cannot determine. 

1 remember the Caſe * 4 — 
Lady of about ſeventeen,who-hadyoid- 
ed ſeveral Pieces of the Tape Worm. 
Twoor three Hours after taking a mo- 
derate Doſe of Tiuct᷑. Sacr. ſhie was ſeiz 
ed with a violent Pain in her Stomach 
and Bowels, after that fell into a Fit, 
and went from one into another till 
ſhe died, which was but a few Hours 
after. She was blooded, bliſtered 
and vomited, but all to no Purpoſe, 
I wanted to have had her opened, 


but could. not prevail upon the Pa- 


rents. Might not this ſudden Change 
be owing to. Worms being, diſturbed 


by the diſagreeable Medicine, and 
faſtening ſo cloſe to the Membranes 
as to Occaſion thoſe violent Spaſms, 

which 
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which at laſt' cauſed a. total Contrac- 
tion, ſo as CO: 
tions going on any longer: 

That this is the Caſe in Children 
is evident. Their Fits happen ſo 
often from Worms, that two out of 
three. are cured; by a little Calomel 
purged off, and helmintic Medicines, 
as J have frequently experienced. 


CASE XX. 


0 onvulfions after a Fever and 
| Lameneſs. 


OH Dunſtan, twelve Years 
of Age, was after a Fever af- 
flicted with Convulfions in his Bow- 
els, attended with moſt exquiſite Pain, 
which laſted ſeveral Days. Upon 
this followed. a Diarrhea, which 
continued eight or nine Days, and 
T left 
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left him about a fortnight ago. Since 
that he is feveriſh' every Night, his 
Stomach is ſwelled hard and pain- 
ful; his right Side pinched in, the 


Leg of that Side is grown ſhorter than 
de other by half an Inch, fhclined 


to turn inwards and lame. He eats 
bearty, but gathers neither Fleſh nor 

Strength, and ſeems to be in a De- 
cline. 


was feeble and emaciated, I ordered 


him no Bleeding, but take of our 


Tint. Cathol. Nights and Mornings 
to diſcharge the morbific Load from 
the Nerves, and a Mixture with ſome 
Sal. C. C. to open the nervous Ob- 
ſtructions, and to reſtore their Acti- 
vity, to which a little Laud. 1 . was 
added to ſtill his Pains, > Eitl. 


Sept. 


Aug. 30, 1745. As he look'd pale, 
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Sept. 4. The Pain of his Side bet- 
ter, not ſo much pinched in, his Leg 
alſo better. Had the ſame Medi- 
cines again 

Sept. 1 2. Sideis well the Leg as long 
23 the other, and almoſt as ſtrong, 
but complains of Pain and Weakneſs 
in his Back. 

As Iimagined this to proceed from 
2 Shifting of the Diſorder, and the 
Lad was grown hearty, I ordered him 
to be blooded, ſome Calomel at Night 
to reſolve the morbific Humor, and 
to purge it off the next Morning, a 
Paregoric at Night, and ſome Tin&. 
fulig. cum Aſſ. three Times a Day. 

Sept. 17, He returned Thanks, 
being perfectly well. 


CASE 
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CASE XXI. 
Saint Vitus Dance, and Lameneſ; of 
the left Side. 


\ Liz. Chambers, aged . 
Years and half, was about four 
Months ago ſeized on a ſudden in 
the Evening with a working of her 
Eyes, left Hand and Leg, which in- 
creaſed daily, to ſuch a Degree, that 
in fourteen Days after ſhe loſt the 
Uſe of her left Side intirely. 

Dec. 23, 1745. I ordered her to 
be blooded, a Bliſter to her Back, ſhe 
complaining of a great Diſorder in 
her Head, and Pil. fœt. every othet 
Night. 

Dec. 30. Her Head being till very 
dizzy, had Pil. fat. as before, and 
Spir. C. C. twice a Day. 

Jan. 


S 


I 
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Fan. 13. Began to, mend a little, 
therefore had the fame Medicines 
again. 

Junu. 20. Lameneſs much the 
ſame, Complaints of the Head bet- 
ter, has a great Sickneſs at Stomach, 
and hardly any Appetite. Ordered 
2 perpetual Bliſter to the left Arm, 
Pil. fœt. every other Night, and Gum 
Ammon. Mixture with a Bitter to 
ſtrengthen the Tone of the Stomach 
as well as the Nerves, and a ſmall 
Proportion of Laud. lig. to ſtill its 
painful Senſation. 

Theſe Sorts of Medicines, with 
little Alteration, were continued till 
ſhe was quite well, which by the by 
would have been ſooner if ſhe had 
given more diligent Attendance, and 
the xt of April ſhe returned Thanks 


for her Cure. 


M 2 The 
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The Saint Vitus Dance generally 
terminates in a Palſy of the Limb 
affected; and this ſeems to have be- 


gun in the Head, from the Rolling 
of the Eyes, and the violent Diſorder 
ſhe felt there at firſt. | 
The Greatneſs of the Diſtemper Af 
ſhews itſelf, by its bringing on a He WW c 
miplegia. p 
As the Lameneſs grew a hab ſe 
better, the Arm and Leg began to 
aſſume their former convulſive Mo- ll * 
tion again, the Influx of the animal F 
Spirits being now readmitted, though ill © 
yet irregularly, which before wer © 
excluded. And this alſo going of iſ" 
gradually, ſhe was reſtored to hal * 
former State of Health again. a 
ot 
T 
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CASE XXII. 
Fits from Obſtrufion of the Menſes. 


Achel Long, eighteen Years of 

Age, had Fits a Year ago, oc- 
caſioned, as was ſuppoſed, by the Stop- 
page of her Menſes; ſhe having miſ- 
ſed them about two Months. The 
Menſes having been procured her 
again, ſhe was ſoon cured of her 
Fits, and continued well till about 
two Months ago, when they ftopt 
again, fince which Time has had 
her Fits again in the fame Manner 
as formerly. ——S$he firſt perceives a 
vickneſs at Stomach and Giddineſs, 
then falls a Screaming, Kicking and 
Stamping, beating herſelf, biting her 
Tongue and Lips, ſtruggling fo hard 
M 3 that 
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that ſeveral People muſt hold her to 
prevent doing herſelf a Miſchief, be- 
tween whiles is ſenfible, and thus 
continues about half an Hour. -Afﬀter 
the Fits ſhe is very faint and ſtupid; 
has had them lately about fix in the 
Morning and ſix in the Evening 
Has hardly any Appetite, Atvu 
regular, between the Fits pretty chear- 
ful. 

July 17, 1745. Ordered F. & 
ped. Pil. Ecphra#. every other Night, 
and a Chalybeate bitter Tincture 
twice a Day. 

July 26. Had Fits till the 22d, 
none ſince. Is ſick at Stomach, after 


that has a Trembling.—Ordered an 


Elect. with Conſ. abſ. Rom. Chalybs 
& Z, J. Nights and Mornings, and 
Lac Ammon, with ſome Tinctura Stom 
amar and a little Laud. lig. 

Jah 
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ON Juy 31. Has had no Fits Head 
and Stomach very bad. No Men/es 
yet. — Ordered as before. 

Aug. 7. No Fits this Fortnight, 
Head and Appetite better, but no 
Catamenia.—— Went on with the 
ame Medicines. 

Aug. 14. No Fits, nor Menſes, is 
troubled with Shortneſs of Breath 
and Cough, and very uneaſy at Sto- 
mach. Had the E/#. and Mixture 
again, and a pectoral Linus, was 
blooded again, and a perpetual Bliſter 
to her Arm. 

Aug. 21. Has had but one Fit 
theſe three Weeks, which was this 
Morning, but was neither ſo ſtrong 
nor long as formerly, it laſted but 
one Quarter of an Hour. Thinks 
ſhould be perfectly well if ſhe had her 
Menſes.—— Ordered Pil Belloſt every 

M' 4 other 


[ 168 
other Day, and the Mixture of G. 
Ammon. &c. as above. | 
Sept. 5 Menſfirua came FOO the 
24th paſt tolerably well; took a 
great Walk laſt Sunday, 8. which 
has Eruptions all over, with great 
Heat and Itching. —Ordered Pi. 
Bello. again, and as they had not 
moved her much, to take a little 
Tinct. Falap. the Morning after them, 
Alſo the former Mixture again. 
Oct. 2. No Fits, Eruptions till 
very troubleſome, is faint and low- 
ſpirited between whiles.— Ordered 
Atb. Min. Antim. Crud. & G.Guaj. 
Nights and Mornings, with a Diet 
Drink, and Ting. fulig. cum Afſ. 
Oct. 8. No Fits, Eruptions better. 
Went on as before. After this I ſaw 
her no more till the 5th of Mov. when 
ſhe returned Thanks for her Cure, 
being perfectly well. _ 


——_ a a a ago SS - 
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In this Caſe the morbific Matter 
accumulated periodically, as it doth 
in Agues, and therefore the Cortex 
would have been indicated, if I had 
not been pretty clear, that all the 
Diſorder was owing to the Obſtructi- 
on of the Menſes; which being re- 
moved, the Fits ceaſed. 

The Mercurial Pills brought on the 
Menſes at laſt. I have often obſerv- 
ed, that Mercurials given between 
whiles, during the Courſe of Chaly- 
beates, have a very good Effect, and 
add greatly to their Operation. 

The long Walk ſhe took heated 
her Blood ſo, that it threw out at 
the Surface a ſcorbutic Heat, which 
very probably depurated the Maſs alſo 
of the Matter that occaſioned the 
Fits, and thus far an Exceſs in one 


of the Non-naturals, was accidentally 
| the 
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the Occaſion of her receiving a per- 
fe& Cure. 


CASE XXII 
Fit from Suppreſſion of the Menſes. 


Ary Prettyman, aged twenty 
three, of a tender Habit, had 
her Menſes but indifterently for about 
ſix Months. laſt paſt, and the three 
laſt, but barely a Shew of them. 
About ten Weeks ago was taken with 
a great Working in her Bowels, Swel- 
ling at Stomach, after that grew hot 
and feveriſh, then had a Tremor all 
over, and fell into a Fit, crying and 
laughing alternatively, which laſted 
about three Hours. Has had at Times 
three or four of them in twenty four 
Hours, ſometimes ſtruggling hard, at 
other 
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other Times not at all, whichalways 
left behind a Dizzineſs of' the Head; 
total Languor, and Loſs of Appetite. 
May 8. She came into the Infir- 
mary, and having then an Appear- 
ance of the Menſtrua, I did not care 
to diſturb Nature; for which Reaſon. 
I only ordered hay to take three or 
four Times a Day ſome of the 77x. . 
fulig. cum Al. in a Glaſs of Spring 
Water. 

May 10. I preſcribed Bleeding, 
Epiſp. in Mucb. P. fœæt. every other 
Night, and to continue her Drops; 
the Menſtrua were now over. 

May 15. The Bliſter diſcharged 
very well, was ordered to go on as 
before. 

May 20. Her Fits were ſomething 
abated, and ſhe chuſing to purſue 
the Cure as an Out- patient, was diſ- 


charged. 
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charged. This Day being new Moon, 
I ordered her to be blooded, and 
finding the Pills had not purged her 
of late, but that ſhe was coſtive, or- 
dered her to take ſome of the Pills to 
Night, and a purging Draught to 
morrow Morning, and a Paregoric 
at Night. | 
May 22. The Cathartic had ſuo- 
ceeded very well, and ſhe thought 
herſelf much relieved by it. Was or- 
dered to take of the Pil. fœt. every 
other Night, a larger Doſe than be- 
fore, the former not having kept her 
Body open, and the Elix. Vitr.twice 
a Day. 
May 29. Complaining again that 
ſhe was coſtive, 1 ordered her to take 
ſome of our Elect. aper. with the 
Pills to promote their Operation. 
The Elix. Vitr. as before; ſhe 
| thought 
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thought her Fits ſhorter, and not fo 

frong. | 

June 7. Her Head being very a 
zy, ordered another Bliſter, and the 
Pills, Electuary and Drops as before. 
Had miſſed her Fits ſeveral Days, 
but the 5th had one before ſhe got 
out of Bed, laughing and crying, 
but not ſo ſtrong, nor was ſhe ſo 
faint and low after. Had had her 
Menſes duly as to Quantity and Qua- 
lity. 

Sn 14. Had no Fits theſe laſt 
ten Days, whereas ſhe generally uſed 
to have two or more in a Week. Her 
Stomach and Head ſtill affected, tho 
not quite ſo bad. The Pills, Elec- 
tuary and Drops were continued, 

June 24. Was well, made no Com- 
plaints but of Weakneſs and Lowneſs. 
I ordered the Pills and Drops to be 
| con- 
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continued, and directed a putying 
Draught to be taken in Caſe of Co- 
ſtiveneſs. 

June 25. She returned Thanks to 
the Board for her Cure. 


This Caſe is properly hyſterick, as the 
Fits without Doubt proceeded from 
a Want of the menſtrual Diſcharge; 
which left a Load upon the uterine 
Nerves, and by Conſent involved the 
whole nervous Syſtem into thoſe ge- 
neral Spaſms. The Event plainly 
juſtifies this Reaſoning; for as ſoon 
as the Menſes ſhew'd themſelves in 
due Quality and Quantity, the Pits, 
and all the attendant Symptoms dif- 


appeared. 


CASE 
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CASE XXIV. 

Fits after Delivery of a dead Child. 


Leanor Smith, aged forty five, 
of a robuſt Habit, about nine 
Years ago had Fits, the ſame Sort 
with thoſe ſhe now labours under ; 
ſhe was cured of them, and remained 
well ſeveral Years. About two 
Years fince, fourteen Days after ſhe 
had been delivered of a dead Child, 
her Purgations going on very well, 
ſhe was ſeized in- the Night with a 
great Pain in the Small of her Back, 
which ſoon moved into her Stomach, 
afterwards had a Choaking in her 
Throat, then a Vertigo; from the 
Head the Pain returned back again 
into her Stomach and Bowels, 
after 


1 
after that loſt her Senſes, and lay 
like a dead Corpſe, and ſometimes 

ſtruggled. 
During the Fit her Mouth is ſo 
full of Water that ſhe ſeems almoſt 


choak' d with it; when over, ſne 


trembles every SA reaches to vo- 
mit, and remains ſtupid for two or 
three Hours. Afterwards is briſk, 
but is frequently troubled with Faint- 
ings and great Noiſe in her Head. 

Theſe ſort of Fits follow her now 
very cloſe, they generally attack her 
about four in the Morning in Bed. 

She has her Menſes ſtill regularly, 
but not ſo much in Quantity as 5. 
merly. 

This being the critical Time of the 
Menſes going off, when Evacuations 
are very proper, I ordered her the 
the 14th of Aug. 1745. to looſe ſome 


Blood, 


1 
Blood, a preparative Pill two N ights 
following, and a Purge the Morning 
after. Then Elix. Vitr. Mynſ twice 
a Day for a few Days. 

Aug. 21. Had the preparative 
Pills and Purge again, they having 
operated and agreed very well. Alſo 
Lac Ammon. cum Tinct. fulig. & 
purv. quant. Laud. lig. to be uſed 
twice a Day. 

Sept. 5. Finds herſelf —_ but 
being pretty much weakned by the 
briſk Purges, I ordered her Pil. fœt. 
every other Night, and the Elix. Vitr. 
twice a Day to brace up. 

Sept. 18. Fits better, but Fainting 
and Colic Pain very bad. Ordered a 
paregoric Pill every Night, Pil. fe. 
and the Elix. Vitr. as before. 
| After this ſhe ſtay'd away till the 
15th of Oc. which I chid her for, 
N having 
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having lately rather gone back chan 
advanced, as in all Probability ſhe 
would not have done, if ſhe had pur- 
ſued her Medicines, which had been 
of Service to her. Has had ſome 
ſlight Returns of her Fits, which ſhe 
faid, the latter End of Sept. had 
quite left her; but Fainting and Co- 
lie better. As I perceived ſome E- 
ruptions upon her, I ordered the Pub, 
alter. cum Guaj. twice a Day, and 
the Decoction of the Woods for her 
common Drink. 

From this Time I faw her no more 
till the x 5th of November, when ſhe 
came and returned Thanks to the 
| Nurd for her Cure. 


This Caſe gives a true Repreſen- 
tation of an hyſteric Fit, and has no- 
thing — but that the Fit 


returns 


— 
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return d in the Morning at 2 certain 

Hour, which Circumſtance has been 
taken Notice of alread x. 

It is probable this Woman would 
have been cured much ſooner had ſhę 
attended cloſely, and purſued her 
Medicines without Intermiſſion. But 
this is a common Fault amongſt the 
Poor, who when better ſtay away, 
to ſee whether their Amendment will 
continue ſo; mean while, if the Seeds 
of the Diſtemper are not ſufficiently 
eradicated, they ſhew themſelves again 
with Vigor, and we are obliged to 
begin the whole Courſe of Medicines 
over again. On the other Hand, if 
the Cure ſtands good, few take the 


Trouble of ſhewing themſelves to 


their Benefactors with Gratitude, and 
by that Means we loſe the Satisfac- 
tion of ſeeing many Cures, which 

N 2 might 
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might furniſh. us with uſeful Obſer- 
vations. As towards the latter 
End of her Cure, there was à con- 
ſiderable Appearance of Eruptions 
upon her Skin, which I have obſerv- 
ed has happened to others under the 
like Circumſtances, the Pulv. alter. 
cum Gugj. which ſheaths, and gently 
evacuates the acrimonious Particles 
at the ſame Time, compleated all 
our Intentions. 


CA $ E XXV. 
Fits from Worms. 


Eorge Hibbert, a luſty and 
ſtrong Boy, two Years old, was 
brought to the Infirmary the 2d of 
Aug. 174.5. His Mother told me the 
Child often complained of Pain in his 
* Belly, 
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Belly, where ſhe could feel a great 
Working, after which he ſcreamed 
out and had Fits. He was generally 
coſtive, but when he had Stools they, 
were looſe, and ſeveral running, at- 
tended with a griping Pain. | 
duſpecting that a crude undigeſted 
Saburra in the Bowels, or Worms, oc- 

caſioned theſe Complaints, I ordered 
one half of our Pil. aur. to be taken 
at Night, and to be purged off the 
next Morning with ſome of the Pulv. 
Rad. jalap.and a little Conf. Mitbrid. 
the Night after the Purge; and in 

Caſe of Faintneſs to give him a few 
Drops of the Tinct. fulig. cum AF. 
Aug. 5- The Medicines had ope- 
rated very well, and the Child ſeemed 
to be much relieved, 1 therefore or- 
dered the ſame to be repeated. The 
Mother had perceived no Worms in 
N 3 his 
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his Stools, which 1 4 directed het 
to obſerve, 

After this he had the fare kind 
of Medicines twice more, and was 
perfectly freed from his inward and 

outward Fits. 

If the Child had voided any Thing 
like Worms, I ſhould have given an- 
tihelmintic Medicines between the 
Purges,” but as none appeared.” and 
he grew better, I confined the whole 
Cute to this plain Method, which 
the Practitioner will find ſucceftful, 
provided the Remedies ate applied 
with Jud gment. What would the 
Pulo. Beaoard. ad Gutter. Caft. A. 
Fer. Bliſters, Sc. have availed, when, 
as is common in Children, the Cure 
depended. upon Frscustions! Even 
in Fevers attended with Convulſions, 


when there is any” Reaſon to fuſpect 
either 
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either Worms or Crudities in the pri- 
me vie, this Method will do; and 
the low State of the Child ſhould be 
no Objection, for I have frequently 
ſeen Children emaciated to the laſt 
Degree, and very faint and low, who 
preſently after ſeemed to be revived 
beyond Expreſſion, and ſoon grew 
ſtrong and fleſhy. | 

I could ſoon produce many In- 
ſtances of this Kind, were I to look 
over our Books, or recolle& Caſes 
from private Practice. But this Mat- 
ter has from Experience latterly ap- 
peared ſo plain to me, that I neglected 
making a Collection of this Kind. If 
it ſhould admit of any Doubt, -Iſhall 
eaſily be enabled to inſert many fuch 
Caſes, if the Public ſhould want a 
ſecond Edition of this Treatiſe. 


N 4 CASE 
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CASE XXVI._ 
Fits from Worms. 


TOHN Machud, five Years old, 
a luſty well-grown Boy, of a heal- 
thy Complexion, was five Weeks ago 
ſeized with a Fit, went to Bed very 
well, and had never had any Fit be- 
fore; he waked out of his farſt Sleep 
ſcreaming, raving and tearing, foam- 
ing at his Mouth, loſing his - Senſes 
for about one Quarter of an Hour, 
then came gradually to himſelf, ſeem- 
ed to be in a great Agony, calling 
for his Siſter to help him, &c. pre- 
ſently after the Fit called out for the 
Pot, and made a great deal of Water. 
He has had one or two of theſe 
Fits a Week ever ſince; when they 
1 come 
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come on he thinks there are Needles 
and Pins pricking in his Belly, and 
hids his Mother look at his Belly to 
caſe him ; they always come at Nights 
in Bed, He otherwiſe ſleeps well, 
eats and drinks hearty, i is briſk in the 
Day Time, and goes to School, plays 
about, &c, is generally coſtive, makes 
Urine well, and makes no Complaints 
of his Head. 

Judging that this Child's Fits pro- 
ceeded from Worms or Crudities in 
the firſt Paſlages, I ordered the r2th' 
of Fuly, 1745. ſome Pulu. Rhei cum 
H. Sulph. to be taken every other 
N oh and Elix. propriet. twice a 
Day the intermediate Days. 

Fuly 17. Was better, Had had but 
one Fit, which his Mother ſaid had 
not been ſo long nor ſtrong as for- 


merly, and was not accompanied 
with 
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the ſame Medicines again. 

As I ſaw the Child no more after 
that, I cannot ſay poſitively he was 
cured, though it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that as he was ſo much mended 
by the firſt Medicines, the ſecond 
| Courſe did compleat the Cure, and 
that in Caſe of the Contrary the 
WE OO fave. app 
more. 

This ungrateful Way of Behaviour 
is ſo common among the 4 5 
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CASE XXVE ' 
Epileptic. Fits from Worms. 


F Rances Vickery, thirty ſix Years 
of Age, of a robuſt Habit, came 
to the Infirmary the 21ſt of April, 
1746. About ten Weeks ago was 
waked out of her Sleep with a great 
Pain in the left Side of her Neck, 
ſoon after that felt a Working in her 
Head, then loſt her Senſes, and ſhe 
was told her Neck was ſo diſtorted 
to the left Side, that they could not 
put it to rights with all their Force, 
and thought the would be ſuffocated, 
for ſhe foamed at Mouth, look'd black 
in the Face, and her Body and Limbs 
lay extended like one dead. Since 
that Time has had ſeveral of theſe 

9 Fits, 
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Fits, when they come on ſhe thinks 0 
ſhe ſees nothing but Fire and Glaſs, 
and all kind of luminous Objects be- 
fore her Eyes, and at their going off, 
voids Urine involuntaril y. 
I ordered her to be blooded in the 
Jugular, as ſhe complained of a 
Dizzineſs and Numbneſs in her Head, 
a preparative Pill of Calomel, and 0 
Sulpb. aur. Antimon. two Nights fol- 0 
lowing, the next Morning a Cathar- 60 
tic, and a Paregoric at Night, and p 
Spir. C. C. to be taken frequently. 1 
May 2. She told me that the Day WW . 
ſhe took her Phyſick, ſhe voided one 
Piece of a joint Worm a Yard and 
an half long, and another three Quar- 
ters of a Vard long, and that ſhe 
found herſelf abundantly relieved, 
had a Fit, but a ſlight one, and was 
not ſo ill after as formerly. — I aſked 
I whether 
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whether ſhe had been troubled with 
Coſtiveneſs, or Looſeneſs, ſhort, or - 
ſtinking Breath, Voracity, Thirſt, 
Nauſea, Vomiting, Pain at Stomach, 
inflated Belly, &c. She had perceived 
none of thoſe Complaints neither be- 
fore the Fits nor after, and had her 
Menſes regularly. 


I muſt own, that when I pre- 
ſcribed for her, I did not imagine 


theſe Fits were owing to Worms, 
but as ſhe had evacuated fo large a 
Portion of the Tape Worm, I ordered 
her to go on with the ſame Medi- 
cines. I remember a Servant, in 
a Family where I was imployed, had 
ſome Years ago many ſtrange hyſteric 
Complaints, with Swelling of the 
Legs, and an intolerable Cephalal- 
gia, after ſhe had taken Loads of 
nervous Medicines, had been blooded, 


bliſtered, 
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bliſtered, &c. I ordered helmintie 
Medicines, which expelled large Por 
tions of the Lumbricus faſeialis, one 
Piece ſhe meaſured and found it near 
nine Yards long, which Courſe being 
purſued ſome Time, ſhe recovered 
a pretty good State of Health 
About the ſame Time a Woman in 
Spittle-fields, complaining of a Short- 
neſs of Breath, Thirſt, Swelling of 
the Abdomen, Thighs and Legs, was 
coſtive, made but little Urine, had 
a quick ſmall Pulſe, and had not ſeen 
her Menſes ſeveral Months; which as 
ſhe was but thirty five and not preg- 
nant, was thought to be the Occaſion 
of her having the Dropſy. Deob- 
ſtruent, aperient, diuretic, hydra- 
gogue, Sc. Medicines were given her 
without Succeſs. —At laſt the good 
Woman faid ſhe obſerved her Bell 


1 not 
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not equally ſwelled, but hard Lumps 
in ſome Places, for which Fomenta- 
tions were ordered twice a Day, to 
diſpel if Flatuſes in the Inteſtines, or 
to reſolve if Tumors in the Integu- 
ments or Omentum, which could not 
well be diſtinguiſhed as the Woman 
was extremely emaciated, and the 
Abdomen diſtended as hard as a Drum. 
—— The Tenſion being a little abated, 
I imagined a purgative Medicine, of 
which many had been given before 
in vain, might be of Service, either 
to expel the Flatuſes, or to evacuate 
ſome of the re{olved Matter. Where- 
fore a little Ca/ome/ was given over 
Night, and purged off next Morning 
with an aloetic Medicine, which had 
ſo good an Effect that ſhe voided 
Abundance of Dregs reſembling the 
Joints of the ſolitary Worm decay'd; 

6 {74d whith 
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which gave her great Eaſe, and le 
ſened the Tumors. 

The Proceſs was repeated with 
equal Succeſs ſo long till all the Tu- 
mors were gone. After that the Swel- 
ling of the Abdomen went off gra- 
dually, alſo that of the Thighs and 
Legs, and all the other Symptoms 
diſappeared by Degrees, and ſhe re- 
covered a good State of Health, which 
ſhe has enjoyed almoſt without Inter- 
ruption theſe ſeven or eight Years, 
She voided of that vermicular Stuff, 
as near as might be gueſſed at, three 
or four Pounds. | 

As to Frances Vickary, I ſaw her 
no more after the ſecond Preſcrip- 
tion; and as ſhe had voided Pieces 
of the Tape Worm by Means of the 
firſt Phyſic, and was better of her 
Fits, there is ſtrong Reaſon to pre- 

ſume, 
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fume, the ſecond expelled the Re- 
mainder of the Worm, and made 
her Jour _ 


0 A 8 E NV III. 
Fits from 7 exation ad nut. 


AMNE Arbuthnot; 8 
old, freſh coloured, and of. a pretty 
ſtrong Habit: from Vexation and 
Fright had about fix] Months apo her 
firſt Fit. She firſt perceived a Sick- 
neſs at Stomach, then Rifing in the 
Throat, Swimming of the Head, ſo 
that ſhe could not ſtand, Staring of 
the Eyes, then fell down ſuddenly; 
Struggling hard, rolling her Eyes, 
foaming at Mouth, biting her Tongue, 
Lr Hands, or any Thing elſe ſne 
| Oo could 
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could lay hold af ; growing black in 
the Face, and remaining ſenſeleſs for 
half an Hour after the Fi it, She ge. 
nerally has a profuſe Hemorrhagy 
at Noſe when the Fit is over, ſo that 
they haye thought ſometimes ſhe 
would bleed to Death, which Blecd- 
ing the has been ſubje& to theſe nine 
Years. 

She generally had two or three Fits 
a Week, her Menſtrua have been re- 
gular, but {paring and very pale thel 
ten Months laſt paſt ; about that Time 
and the Change of the Moon is al 
ways worſe, vo 

Atpreſent complains alſo of an Un- 
eaſineſs and Swelling of the Stomach 
and Legs, her Appetite is good, Aluu 
regular, Urine commonly thick and 

red, and bas almoſt a conſtant Dizui- 
neſs of the Head. July 3,17 45: 
10 G I or- 
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I ordered her to loſe eight Ounces 
of Blood, a Calomel Pill at Night, 
the purging Salts next Morning, af- 
terwards the Pil. fer. every gther 
Day, and the Elix. Vitr. the in- 
termediate Days, and a Bliſter upon 
her Back. 

July 12. Has had her Fits as long 
and ftrong as before, but not ſo of- 
ten, no Bleeding at Noſe ſince. Diz- 
zineſs and Pain at Stomach very trou- 
bleſome. The Bliſter on her Back 
being almoſt dried up, I ordered a 
perpetual one on the left Arm, to 
continue the Pil fe. as before, and 
to make frequently uſe of the fol- 
lowing Mixture, compoſed of Sp. C. 
C Tinct. Stom. amar. anda little Laud. 
lig. 

July 19. Has not her Fits ſo of- 
ten, nor ſo long, nor ſtruggles ſo 

O 2 hard. 
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hard. Giddineſs better, Pain at Sto- 
mach eaſier, though ſtill ſwelled be- 
tween whiles. Has had her Menſe, 


4 which are till ſparing and pale.— 
'Y Ordered to go on with the laſt Me. 
4 dicines. 
4 Since that I have ſeen ber no more, 
6 but it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
1 as ſhe was ſo much relieved by this 
4 Method, ſhe was either cured by the 
. laſt Medicines, or would have been 
'J ſo if ſhe had purſued them longer. 

| C | This Caſe ſhews ſome Symptoms 
1 of hyſteric Fits, but the falling down 
4 ſuddenly, Foaming at Mouth, and 
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remaining ſenſeleſs ſo long after, 
makes it plain that the Diſeaſe was 
chiefly ſeated in the Brain, and that 


therefore theſe Fits partake of the 
Nature of an Epilepſy. 


T he 
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The profuſe Bleedings at Noſe had 
ſo impoveriſhed her Blood, that her 
Menſes were ſparing and pale co- 
loured, and the Legs affected with 
ædematous Swellings; and in all Pro- 
bability ſhe would ſoon have fell into 
2 compleat Dropſy. 

How far this Hzmorrhagy might 
be acceſſory to the bringing on. the 
Fits, I will not pretend to determine, 
although the Spaſms that happen af- 
ter great Effuſions of Blood might fur- 

niſh ſome Foundation to eftabliſh 
this Theory upon. But my Intention 
is to inform the Reader of Facts, and 
not to amuſe him with fine-ſpun ſpe- 


culative Notions. 
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CASE XXIX. 
Fits from Grief and Trouble. 


IN IN Knowles, thirty Years of 
Age, of a robuſt Habit and 
healthy Complexion, about ſix Years 
ago, through Trouble fell into an 
hyſterical Diſorder, which ſhe hag 
been ſubject to ever ſince, the leaſt 
Vexation or Surpriſe bringing it on. 


She is ſeized with a Sickneſs at Sto- 


mach, Fainting, Riſing in her Throat, 
and Dizzineſs, then falls down, ſcream- 
ing ſometimes violently, ſometimes 
crying, which eaſes her moſt ; but 
is often ſo fatigued after the Fit is 
over, that ſhe is obliged to keep her 
Bed a Fortnight or three Weeks. She 
1s worle Spring and Fall, than in 
TE Summer 


* Pl 
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/ 


_ 

Summer and Winter, and is gene- 
rally ill about the Changes of the 
Moon. Has had her Menſes at re- 
gular Periods, but too abundant, they 
laſting ſometimes three Weeks, and 
at thoſe Times ſhe is worfe. She has 
been blooded, but finds herſelf rather 
worſe after it. She often feels a great 
Gnawing at her Stomach, and is 
quite ravenous for Victuals, but feels 
a great Uneaſineafineſs after Eating; 
is not coſtive, and voids a great Quan- 
tity of pale Urine. 

June 3, 1745. I ordered an Epi- 
ſpaſtic to the Neck, the Pil. fœt. 
to take every other Night, and the 
Elix. Vitr. twice a Day. 

June 17. Has now been ſeveral 
Days without Fits, is yet ſick and 
faint between whiles, but not to ſuch 
a Degree Can now do ſome Work, 

O04 and 
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a go about her Buſineſs, which ſhe 


was not able to do before. 

I ordered the former e to 
be continued. 

June 24. No Fits, is as of the 

Complaint at her Stomach, and finds 
| herſelf ſtronger every Day, but trou- 
bled with great Sighings and Rikng 
in her Throat. 
I ordered her to go on aith the 
firſt Medicines, and to take ſome of 
the Tinct. fulig. cum _ between 
whiles. 

Fuß 1. Had Fits on a ſudden the 
29th, but not ſo ſtrong, neither laſted 
they ſo long as formerly. Her Men- 

ſes came on Yeſterday, and the Moon 
cChanges to morrow, at which Times, 
as before obſerved, ſhe is always 
worſe. As ſhe ſaid, ſhe had received 
great Benefit from the former Me- 
. dicines, 
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dicines, and begged to have them 
again, I agreed to bar Them. re- 
peated. 
July 29. Has had no Fits ger 
he was with me laſt ; and finding 
herſelf perfectly well, * to re- 
turn Thanks for her Cure; however 
to confirm it, I ordered her a Quan- 
tity. of the Pil. fez. and Elix. Vitr. 
and bid her call on me in Caſe ſhe 
had any Return of Fits. | 


CASE XXX. 
Fits from Fright. 


Arab Goodman, about eighteen, 

of a pale Complexion, when 
— Vears old was frighted into a 
Convulſion Fit, which laſted two 
Hours; after that ſhe had one every 
Day during a whole Week, ſince that 


has not had em ſo often. She 
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She is now taken ſometimes in 


the Street, the Notice ſhe has, is a 
violent Pain in her left Side below 
the Ribs, or a Swimming in her 
Head, upon which ſhe falls down 
ſuddenly like dead, then ftruggles fo 
hard. that three or four can ſcarcely 
hold her. —The Pain of her Side 
has within theſe three Months been 
conſtantly troubleſome. 

She has had her Mer/es regularly 
one Year, when they are upon her is 
always worſe, as alſo at the new and 
full of the Moon. Her appetite is 
generally good, but after the Fits 
ſome Time bad with Sickneſs at Sto- 


mach, and great Laſſitude, which laſts 


n Any Fright or Vexa- 
n brings them on. 


Fune 12, 1745. I ordered her the 
Tin&. Cathol. Nights and Mornings, 


and 


0 
and the Tindd. fulig. cum Afſ. twice 
or oftner a Day. Epiſp. perper. Brach. 
intern. ſupra Cubit. | 

June 18. Has had no Fits fince 
the r1th, Pain of her Side not quite 
ſo bad. Ordered to go on with the 
former Medicines. 

Fune 26. Complained the Medi- 
cines were too ſtrong for her Stomach, 
and that ſhe brought them up. Had 
Fits the 22d, (firſt Quarter of the 
Moon the 24th) yet very ftrong, but 
obſerved they did not come ſo often. 

I ordered a mercurial preparative 
Pill at Night, a Cathartie the next 
Morning, and a Paregoric at Night, 
alſo the Lac Ammon. cum Tin. fulig. 
to be uſed frequently. 

Fuly 9. Had a Fit the firſt, which 
was but ſhort and not ſo- ſtrong (the 
Moon at full the 2d) and none fince, 


18 
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is well in every Reſpect, and being 


obliged to go to Service, and her 
Miſtreſs having denied her coming 


for her Medicines to the Infirmary 


for the future, ſhe returned Thanks 


to the Board, and I ordered her a 
Quantity of the Pil. fer. and Elix. 
Vitr. Myn/. to FOG * Cure. 


As 24k Fits in FR * laſt Caſes 
ai from the ſame Cauſe, ſo they are 
alſo very ſimilar in their Effect. Both 
Patients are ſenfible of the Changes 
of the Moon, and worſe at the Time 


of the Menſes. The firſt perhaps by 


Reaſon of the too great Loſs of Blood; 
the other by the Commotion in the 
| hy ſteric Nerves. about the * of 
Menſtruation. 

Their Fits are brought on ks by 


Fright, Vexation, &c. however the 


Caſe 


WW 
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Caſe of the laſt is worſe; in as much 
as they are by Length of Time 
become habitual ; and as ſhe was not 
releaſed from them at the Age of 
Puberty, were now almoſt grown epi- 
leptic, and in Proceſs of Time, ac- 
cording to all Appearance, would 
have become truly ſo. For ſome 
Time ſhe had no Notice, but a Yer- 
:igo, upon which ſhe fell down ſud- 
denly, though at other Times the 
Scene began by a violent Pain in 
the Side, which Irritation was ſoon 
commu nicated to the Cerebrum, and 
thence the Miſchief was diffuſed all 


over the nervous Syſtem. | 
The Gnawing at Stomach, ow 
Knowles complain'd of, not being ac 
companied by other Worm Symp- 
toms, I judged it to proceed from a 
arg Liquid in the Stomach, incou- 


raging 
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raging it to receive more Aliments 
than its Tone could diſpenſe with, 
ns of no 
| helmintic Medicines. 1 


Fir . Era. 


\ LeandhBimbins, aged thirty five, 
was delivered of a Child about 
Shur Months ago, had her Cleanfings 
in due Order, and was well after it. 
'The Child died at the Ape of ſeven 
Weeks, and ſoon after that ſhe was 
taken with fainting Fits, which ſhe 
attributed to Fretting, on Account 
of her bad Circumſtances. 
They came on with a Sickneſs and 
Pain at Stomach, then ſhe felt a 
Riſing in her Throat fit to choak her, 


after 
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+ after that a Dizzineſs, fell down ſud- 
| | denly,, and lay like one dead for 
about a Quarter of an Hour, without 
Struggling, but with total Loſs = 
all her Senſes. 

Imagining that this poor n 8 
Illneſs might ariſe either from the 
proper Evacuations not being made 
after the Loſs of her Child to carry off 
the Milk ; or that Grief, by relaxing 
the ſolids and emunctory Veſſels, had 
brought on a Load upon the Nerves, 
occationing theſe Syncopes : 1 

I therefore ordered her the 24th of 
Aug. 1745. a Bliſter to her Back, the 
Pil. fet. every other Night, don 
Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day. 

Aug. 30. She was greatly a. 


found herſelf in pretty-good Spirits 
and lightſome. As the Medicines 


had agreed very well, I ordered them 
tobe continued. Sept. 
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Spe. 3. She ſaid ſhe was perfectly 


well, and deſired to give Thanks to 
the Board. However for fear of a 
Relapſe, I ordered her to take ſome 
of theſe Medicines with her, and to 
continue uſing them a little longer. 


, . 
Fits from Fretti ng and Surpriſe. 


Lig. Savage, thirty four Years 
old, about four Months ago, 
a Week after Delivery, was taken 
with Sickneſs, Fainting, and Dizzi- 
neſs; after wikch enſued ſtruggling 
Fits, with Loſs of Senſes, in which 
ſhe continued; with but little Interval 
between, the whole Night. She had 
been fretting on Account of her Po- 
verty, and met with a great Surpriſe, 

1 which 
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which wWas the immediate EEE 
of the Fits coming on. From that 
Time ſhe had them frequently, ge- 
nerally in the Night, and obſerves 
that ſhe' is worſe about the Changes 
of the Moon. She has her Menſes 
regularly, and is commonly ill about 
that Time. Is coſtive, her Urine 
ſometimes like Whey, then clear or 
cloudy. | 

April 8, 1745 As ſhe was very 
low and al it being at the Time 
of the Menſes, I did not adviſe Bleed- 
ing; but ordered Pi. fet. every other 
Night, and the Elix. Vitr. Myr. 
twice a —_— 

In this Method we went on ill 
the 24th, when ſhe had miſſed her 
Fits ſeveral Days, and had better Spi- 
rits; but a new Complaint had ap- 
peared, which was, that ſhe made but 

P _ 
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little Urine, had a Pain in the Small 
of her Back, and her Abdomen began 
to {well.—I ordered the aperient 
Elect. to be taken Nights and Morn- 
ings, to keep the Body open, and the 
Tin. diuret. M. twice a Day in 
Barley Water. 

Theſe Medicines were continued 
till the 3d of June, when the laſt 
Symptoms were totally removed; 
during that Time {he had but two 
Fits, viz. on the 27th of April, the 
Day of the firſt Quarter of the Moon, 
and the 25th of May, two Days be- 
fore the firſt Quarter. —I now re- 
peated the Pil. fr. again, and or- 
dered Spir. C. C. cum Tinct. fulig. 
ana p. 4g. to be taken frequently. 
Fune 24. Has had no Fits ſince 
the 25th of May, and as ſhe has 
miſſed them through all the Changes 


1 | of 
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l n the Moon, thinks "PT IRE) in 
n Þ thatReſpe& ; but they have impaired 
nt ber Memory very much, and her 
Head is weak and generally dizzy. 
I now ventured to have her blood- 
ed, by which ſhe found preſent Re- 
lef, a Bliſter in the Neck, and the 
Pil. fet. and Spir. C. C. cum Tint? 

fulig. cum A. as before. | 
July 3. Her Memory better, and 
her Head well, but complains of a 
Pain in her back, and a little Dif- 
ficulty of Urine. She had the 7:n&. 
diur. IV. to be taken three Times a 
Day, in warm Barley Water. | 
Jag 23. Was well in every Re- 
ſpect, and gave Thanks to the Board 

of the Committee for her Cure. 


5 It is very likely, this poor Woman 
by Fretting had prevented Nature 
19 P's from 
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from exonerating herſelf by the na- 
tural Diſcharges, which leaving a 
Load upon the Nerves, occaſioned 
the Complaints ſhe laboured under. 
She is ill about the Time of the Men- 
fes, as moſt weakly Conſtitutions 
are, either from the Commotion in the 
Fluids, or the Loſs of Blood. Her 
Coſtiveneſs is accounted for elſewhere, 
and the Variety of Urine may be at- 
tributed to the Fluctuation in a tot- 
tering Conſtitution, which ſometime; 
concocts it a little, then not at all, 
or even tranſmits ſome of * very 
Chyle itſelf. 

When the grew better of her Fits, 
the morbific Matter ſeemed to be de- 
poſited upon the urinary Paſſages 
which before were unmoleſted. This 
is a Symptom not uncommon in theſe 
a en which if it doth not give 
AY a Way 
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4. Way to the other Medicines, ſhould 
TY be treated as if there were really 
a Gravel or Stone in the Caſe, though 
r. ¶ there is neither, and by which Means 
this Woman's Cure was compleated. 


CASE XXXIII. 
Fits from a Fright. 


A Ary Allen, aged ſeventeen, 
of a ſanguine Complexion, 
and healthy Aſpect, was about three 
Years ago ſeized after a Fright, with 
Sickneſs at Stomach, Dizzineſs of the 
Head, Starting of the Arms, and 
then fainted away, and lay like one 
dead about one Hour and half. She 
has the Startings of her Arms every 
Day, after getting out of Bed in 
the Morning and towards Evening ; 
3 her 
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her Fits not ſo often, but any Fright 
or Surpriſe brings them on. Com- 
plains of a bad Digeſtion ; has had 
her Menſes regularly theſe two Year, 
at that Time finds no Alteration in 
Regard to the hyſteric Complaint, but 
obſerves that Bleeding generally re- 
lieves her. Her Avus regular, Urine 
generally pale. 

Apr. 17, 1745. Ordered V. S. Pil. 
fet. every other Night, and Elix. 
Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day. 

Apr. 22. Found ſome Eaſe after 
Bleeding, but the Starting ſtill very 
bad.——Ordered the Pills again, and 
a Mixture of G. Ammon. Tinct. fulig. 
cum A. and a little Laud. lig. to be 
uſed frequently. | 

May 6. Has had ſeveral Fits, Start- 
ing a little better, complains of a 
great Pain and Weight in her Head. 

Ordered 


M- 


ad 
rs, 
In 


= 7. 
ht Ordered to go on with the Pills, a 


Mixture with Sal. C. C. and a ſmall 
Quantity of Laud. lig. to be taken 
three or four Times a Day, and a 
Bliſter to her Neck. 

May 20. Head ſomewhat better, 
Fits and Startings ſtill very bad. As 
ſhe had been coſtive ſeveral Days, 
ordered her a Purge, and afterwards 
Pil. Epilept. to be taken three Times 
a Day, with the Elix. Vitr. | 

June 7. Finds but little Amend- 
ment, her Stomach being puffed up, 
has mifled her Merſes.—Ordered 
Tinct. Cathol. Nights and Mornings, 


Tin. fulig. cum Af]. and a perpetual 


Bliſter on the left Arm. 

June 17, Head better ſince the 
Blifter, has never been ſo long free 
from her Fits and Startings as ſince 
the laſt Preſcription, but is till low 

PSs and 
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and faint. As the Tn. Catbol. had 
not kept her Body open, I added ſome 
Tin#. jalap. to it, and bid her take 
of the Zinct. fulig. cum Aſſ. twice or 
oftner a Day. 

June 24. No Fits, but Starting, 
and Head very bad, alſo complains 
of a bad Digeſtion.— As ſhe ſtill 
was inclined to be coſtive, ordered 
Pil fœt. every other Night, and ſome 
Tin&. jalap. the Morning after, alſo 
Elix. Vitr. V. & pedis, and a Bliſter 
in the Neck. 

July . No Fits, Starting very bad 
to Day, (full Moon to Morrow. Ob- 
ſerves is generally worſe about that 
Time.) As the Startings returned 
Mornings and Evenings at a certain 
Hour, I thought to try the Cortex, 
to which added ſome Steel Rad. Va- 
ler. Caft. and Z. Z. 

4 2 
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July 15. Had a Fit the 12th, a 
very bad one, Starting rather worſe. 
This was no Incouragement to goon 
with the Bark. Being heated and 
ſhort breath d, ordered again Y. S. 
pedis, a Calomel Pill at Night, and 
a Purge next Day. The Elect ape- 
riens to keep her Body open, and 
Lac Ammon. cum Tin. fulig. three 
Times a Day. - 

July 17. No Fits, Starting better. 
To take three Times a Day of the 
Lac Ammon. cum Tinct. fulig. 

July 22. No Fit, Starting worſe 
again. A Calomel Pill at Night, 
a Cathartic next Morning, a Pare- 
goric at Night, and Tin. Viſc. 
querc. three times a Day. 

Fuly 27. No Fits, Starting bet- 
ter, Stomach eaſier. Had the laſt 


Medicines again. Took a little Blood 


I from 
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from the Arm, which was very dark 
coloured, with too ſmall a Proportion 
of Serum. 

Aug 5. Had miſled her Startings 
three Days, but were returned again, 
with Sinking of her Spirits Or- 
dered a Calomel Pill, the Cathartic, 
and Paregoric as before, and Lac 
Ammon. cum Tin. fulig. 

Aug. 14. No Fits theſe fourteen 
Days, Starting very little ; on Account 
of the Want of her Menſes, complains 
of Shortneſs of Breath, Pain of the 
Head, and under the left Ribs. 
Ordered V. F. ped. Pil. Ecphratt. 
every other Night, and Elix. Vitr. 
twice a Day. 

Aug. 26. No Fits, Starting not ſo 
bad, complains of Sickneſs and Swel- 
ling at Stomach ; no M. enfes. ii. 
Ecpbr. as before, a Mixture of Tin&. 

Helleb. 
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Helleb. nig. Mart. Mynſ. & Spir. 
Lav. C. to be taken twice a Day in 
warm Water or Mint Tea. 

Aug. 30. No Fits; Pain of the 
Head and Side very bad, alſo very 
fick at Stomach. No Menſes. 

Ordered M:xt. Cathol. with ſome 
Tinct. Martis Nights and Mornings, 
alſo the laſt Drops again. 

Sept. 2. Had Fits the 3 1ſt of Aug. 
(Moon full the Day before) and Start- 
ing very bad, at the ſame Time the 
Menſes came down in due Manner; 
finds herſelf in a fine Way ſince. _— 
Had Pil. Stom. c. Gumm. to take 
Nights and Mornings for the Uneaſi- 
neſs at Stomach. This being pretty 
well removed, after ſome Days, but 
the Pain below the Coſæ ſtill trou- 
bleſome, ordered Atb. min. and 
Crud. Antim. twice a Day, with 

Deco. 


8 
Decoct. Lign. which compleated 
the Cure, and the 15th of Os. 
after this tedious Proceſs ſhe came to 
return Thanks to the Board. 


In this Caſe ſeveral Things deſerve 
our Notice. And 

| 1, That if ſhe had not had Ad- 
vice and Medicines gratis, it is pro- 
bable ſhe would not have gone on 
with me ſo long, but left me under 
the Notion that I could not cure her. 
2. Her Fits were periodical, for 
which I tried the Cortex, but with 

none, or rather a bad Effect. 
3. She had her Menſes well at firſt 
ſetting out, but in the Purſuit of her 
Cure loſt them, and when ſhe was 
near being cured they appeared again. 
This Shifting of the morbific Matter 
I have obſerved alſo in others. As 
the 
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the Obſtruction could not proceed 
from the nervous and opening Me- 
dicines, it may perhaps be that 
the morbific Matter, which occaſio- 
ned the Fits, being diſturbed, ſhifted 
about, and fell upon the Nrerus, and 
brought on this Diſorder. © In which 
Opinion I am confirmed from what 
happened in regard to the muſcular 
Pain on the left Side. After the Fits, 
Tremor, Ec. had been well handled 
and abated with various Medicines, 
this Pain appeared; and at laſt, when 
all other Complaints were quite re- 
moved, it was cured with an anti- 
ſcorbutic Medi cine. 


CASE 
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CASE XXXIV. 
Hyſteric Fits from a Fright. 


I Sther Dyer, aged about thirteen, 
three Years ago thought ſhe 
ſaw the Apparition of her Father be- 
fore their Door, who was then but 
lately dead, upon which great Fright 
and Surprize ſhe felt a Sickneſs at 
Stomach, Chillineſs all over, Dizzi- 
neſs of the Head; and a little farther, 
being then going to St. Magnus's 
Free-School, fell ſuddenly down in 
the Street, ſhrieking, ſtruggling, laugh- 
ing between whiles, biting her Lips, 
Tongue, and every Thing ſhe could 
come at. 

Theſe ſorts of Fits ſhe has had 


ever {ance almoſt every Day, or every 
other 
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other Day at fartheſt, they laſting 
ſometimes two Hours, the ſhorteſt 
half an Hour. 15 

She had been ſix Months in a 
Hoſpital, where ſhe was frequently 
ſtrapt down in her Bed on account 
of her Fits: From whence, finding her- 
ſelf better, ſhe went home and to the 
Free- School again, but was ſoon turn'd 
out, her Fits returning ſo bad, that 
the other Children were terrified 
at 1t. | 

After that ſhe came into the Lon- 
don Infirmary, the gth of Oct. 1744. 
I ordered her to be blooded, a Bliſter 
in her Neck, a Doſe of the Pil. Ruff. 
every other Night, and a Bolus of 
Mitbrid. with ſome Caſtor the Night 
after the Purge, and the Elix. Vitr. 
Myn/. twice a Day. 


08. 
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Oc. 12. She had Pil. fe. to take 
every other Night, the Bolus as before, 
and the Elix. Vitr. twice a Day, be- 
ing greatly relieved already. 
Oc. 18. Her Fits being conſide- 
rably diminiſhed, and the Medicines 
agreeing very well with n I ordered 
them to be continued. / 

Oc. 23. As ſhe went on Wed 
J did not alter her Medicines. The 
Bliſter was now dried up. 

Oct. 29. Had no Fits ſeveral Days, 
was grown ſtrong and briſk, but as 
ſhe complained of a little Dizzineſs, 
I ordered her to loſe ſome Blood 
from the jugular Vein, which re- 
moved that Complaint, and to con- 
firm her Cure to go on ſome Time 
with the Pil. fer. and Elix. Vitr. 
as before. That Day ſhe returned 
Thanks to the Board, and was diſ- 
mitted. Never 
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Never Cure went on more ſuc- 
ceſsfully; and beyond my Expectation 
was performed in a very ſhort Time. 
The Pil. fx. purged her very kindly, 
which rather raiſed than depreſſed 
her Spirits, as commonly happens in 
nervous Caſes from great Evacuations, 
and the Elix Vitr. had all the deſired 
Effect poſſible, bracing up her Sto- 
mach, and the whole nervous 8yſtem, 
ſo that ſhe ſoon recovered her Ap- 
petite, which at firſt was very lan- 
guid, and grew briſker viſibly every 
Day. ad 
This Inftance is a fingular Proof, 
that Evacuations, and bracing up at 
the ſame Time, are the chief Inten- 
tions in the Cure of Fits. | 
The Beginning of Fuly, 1745. 
being told ſhe fold Fruit with her 
2 Mother 
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Mother near Fiſhmonger's Hell, 1 
ſent for her to know whether ſhe had 
had any Fits ſince ſhe went from the 
Infirmary. The gd of Fulyſhe came, 
and ſaid ſhe had had but one ſince, 
and that was four Months ago, com- 
plains can't eat much, is weak and 
heavy to ſleep; Is generally coſtive, 
her Urine very high coloured. 
I ordered J. §. a Bliſter to her 
Neck, Pil. fet. every other Night, 
and El. Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day. 

July 24. Had a Fit Yeſterday, 
but has a better Appetite, and is not 
ſo heavy to ſleep . Went on with 
the Pills and Drops. 

Juby 31. Was very faint and ſick 
the 25th .and 28th, but no Fit.— 
The ſame Medicines again. 
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Auguſt 5. Was made an In-patient 
the zd. Had two Fits Yeſterday, oc- 
cafioned by a Fright, but not ſo ſtrong 
as the laſt, nor ſo long. The Pills 
and Drops again, and a perpetual 
Bliſter on the Arm. 

' Auguſt 1 1. No Fits, is briſk, Ap- 
petite pretty good. Againſt the ap- 
proaching Change of the Moon, or- 
dered her to loſe a little Blood, then 
an Emetic, and a Purge N | 

Aug. 14. No Fit, is briſk and 
well. Ordered again Pil fet. and 
El. Vitr. Myn/. 

Aug. 18. Yeſterday had ſeveral 
Fits, owing to a Quarrel with an- 
other Patient in the Ward. To Day 
is pretty well, but feels a gnawing 
Pain at Stomach in the Morning faft- 

ing. Ordered an Electuary, with 


Conf. abfinth. Rom. and Limatur. 
Q 2 Stannt, 
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Stanni, alſo the Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. 
Aug. 21. Had four Fits ſince the 
18th, but not ſo long or ſtrong as 
formerly. Gnawing at Stomach bet- 


ter. Went on as before. 


Aug. 28. No Fits, Appetite good, 
Gnawing but little. Againſt the 
Change of the Moon, ordered Evacu- 
ations as above. After this ſhe went 
on again with the Ele. cum Limat, 
Stanni till the roth of Sept. during 
which Time ſhe had but one Fit from 
a Surpriſe, a very light one, and the 
Gnawing at Stomach being quite re- 
moved. ——Ordered the Pil. fe. 


again, and El. Vitr. which ſhe con- 
tinued till the 24th of Sept. when 
finding that ſhe had had no Fits, 
though ſhe had met with a great 
Fright during that Time, Dizzineſs 
of the Head, and Pain at Stomach 
gone, 
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gone, ſhe was diſmiſſed as an In-pa- 
tient, but I adviſed her to continue 
the laſt Medicines a while longer to 
confirm her Cure, which ſhe did till 


the 1 5th of OZ.” when ſhe came to 


acquaint me ſhe had had no Fit 
fince, and found herſelf perfectly 


well. 


As this Girl had had a Return of 
her Fits formerly,. I judged from the 
Symptoms ſhe complained of when 
I ſent for her in Fuly 1745, that ſhe 
was going to have Fits again. Ac- 
cordingly ſhe was blooded, and had 
Medicines to take by Way of Pre- 
vention, notwithſtanding which ſhe 
had a Fit, ſome Days after. 

The Gnawing at Stomach was re- 
moved by the Limatura Stanni, and 


Conf. Abfinth. Roman. But as no 
Q 3 Worms 
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Worms were perceived to come from 
her, it is doubtful, whether the bit- 
ter Conſerve, or the Stanni Limat. did 
the Buſineſs. 

I have not ſeen her fiance, ſo con- 
clude ſhe continues well. 


C'A'S E. XXIV. 


Hyfteric Fits after 4 Fever, with 
Contraction of the left Hand. 


TJ, Liz. Fox, aged twenty four, 
had a violent Fever about 
nine Years ago, at the going off of 
which ſhe perceived a Tremor all 
over, and ſomething riſing from the 
Abdomen to her Throat, with Suffo- 
cation, and which left a Swelling 
there at firſt, but ſmall, but now is 
as big as a Hen's Egg. Afterwards 

ſhe 


are always worſe. 
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ſhe had ſtruggling Fits, which ſome- 
times went off with violent Laugh- 
ing, ſo that ſhe was often quite hoarſe 
with it, and very languid ſeveral 
Days after. At other Times a Fit 
of Crying finiſhed them, after which 
ſhe found herſelf always beſt, and 
obſerved that when a Fit was coming 
on, and ſhe burſt out a crying, it did 
prevent it Thus ſhe has been 
troubled ever ſince, her Fits laſting 
off and on ſometimes three Weeks 
running. She commonly has a 
Fever in Spring, and then her Fits 
she has her 
Menſes at regular Periods, but too 
abundant, ſometimes they laſt four- 
teen Days, and then ſhe is commonly 
beſt. She is generally coſtive, her 
Urine pale, and in too great a Quan- 
tity. About fix Months ago ſhe 

Q 4 {prained 
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"TE her left Wriſt, ſince that the 
Hand has been lame, and all the 
Fi ngers ſo contracted, that the Nails 
are almoſt drawn into the Fleſh, 
which is very painful. She has 
had Advice; and taken various Medi- 
cines, but to no Effect. Obſerves 
that Bleeding abates her Fits, as it 


weakens the Conſtitution, but when 


ſhe has recovered her Strength they 
return with equal Violence. 
Fune 10, 1745. Three Days ago 
was in Fits almoſt twenty eight Hours, 
ſtruggling and beating herſelf, with 
violent Laughing. Was blooded and 
is better ſince . Ordered Mixt. 
Cathol. Nights and Mornings, and 
Elix. Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day. 
The Surgeon put her Hand extended 
upon a Board to remedy the painful 


Contraction of the Fingers, rubbed 


in 
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in Opodeld. Nights and Mornings. 

June 14. Had two Fits the 1 ath, 
very ſtrong. Thinks her Stomach bet- 
ter. Ordered as before. 

Fune 19. Had had ſeveral Fits, 
Two at the Infirmary, Laughing 
and Struggling, laſted about half an 
Haar. Tumor in her Throat bet- 
ter. Mixt. Cathol. as before. Alſo 
Lac Ammon. cum Tint. fulig. cum 
A & Laud. lig. parumper, ter 
die, and Linim. pedal for the 
Hand, 

Fung: * Fits as before: but laſt 
not ſo long. Hand a little better, but 
the Fleſh of the Palm waſtes, has had 
her Menſes very moderately. —Went 
on as before. 

July 3. Had Fits all Day long the 
1ſt (full Moon the ad) complains of 
a violent Y 8 Ordered J. S. 

liſter 


1 

Bliſter to her Neck, and the two 
Mixtures as before. þ 

July 11. Fits very bad theſe two 
Days, Dizzineſs of the Head trouble- 
ſome, and gnawing Pain at Stomach, 
Hand better. Ordered an Elec. 
with Limat. Stanni, Valer. Caft. & 


Z. Z. Nights and Mornings, of Mit. 


Catbol. a Tea-ſpoon full at eleven 
and ſix in the Afternoon. Alſo Opo- 
deld. for the Hand. 

July 17. Had Fits Veſterday, but 
not ſo very bad, Appetite better, 
Head eaſier, not ſo confuſed . 
Adviſed cold Bathing, the Medicines 
as before. 

Fuly 24. Fits the nineteenth and 
twenty firſt, not ſo long nor ſtrong. 
Ordered the Electuary Nights and 
Mornings, and Viſc. querci twice a 
Day; alſo Opodeldocb. 

I July 
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July 31. Had Fits the twenty 


mach, has a cold numb'd Pain in 
her left Side and Head, was Yeſter- 
day chilliſh all theDay, though went 
warm into the Bath. Ordered 
the Bathing to be ſuſpended. 
Theſe Medicines not anſwering our 
Expectation, and the Stomach being 
greatly diſordered, I direfted Pil. 
Stam. c. Gumm. three Times a Day, 
with Tinct. Stom. Amar. allo a Julep 
with Sal. Vol. C. C to be uſed when 
faint. 
Aug. 7. Fits the 1ſt (full Moon 

the 3d) Pain of the Stomach and 
Side, alſo the Hand much at one ; 
miſled her Menſes. J. S. pedis, 
a vermifuge bitter Powder Nights 
and Mornings, and an oily Mixture, 
with Sal. Vol. C. C. | 


Aug. 


1 
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Aug. 14. Had Fits the 12th all 
: Day, was quite ſenſeleſs, has had 
none ſince, Pain of the Stomach and 
Side not ſo bad ſince laſt Medicines, 
Arm not ſo lame, but Hand the Aube! 
Ordered an Iſſue in the lame Arm, 
and the laſt Medicines again. 

Aug. 19. Had Fits the 16th (that 
Day new Moon) Appetite bad, Sto- 
mach painful and ſwell d. Ordered 


Pil. fœt. every other Night, and as 


ſhe was inclined to be coſtive, ſome 
Tin&. jalap. the Morning after, El. 
Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day, and Tin#. 
fulig. cum Aſſ. occaſionally. 

Aug. 26. No Fits, Swelling at Sto- 
mach quite gone, but is very ſick, 
vomits up every Thing, miſſed her 
Menſes upwards of fix Weeks. 
Ordered an aromatick Stomach Mix- 
ture three times a Day, Tint. fulig. 
as before. Aug. 


1 
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Aug. 30. No Fits, Starting very 
bad, brings up almoſt every Thing, 
eyen the Medicines, Pain of her Side 
and Pinching in her Bowels bad. 
V. &. pedis. Pil. Stomach.' c. Gumm. 
three times a Day, with- a Sronigch 
Bitter. | 
Sept. 4. No Fits, Starting and Vo- 
miting better, Hand the fame. Ad- 
viſed holding it in a warm Bullock's 
Paunch. Has had her Menſes.— 
The laſt Medicines again. | 

Sept. 11. No Fits, Sickneſs and 
Vomiting quite gone. Had made uſe 
of the Bullock's Paunch, but found 
her Hand and Arm very painful and 
rather worſe. Has ſince dipp'd it in 
cold Water, found it glow and ea- 
fier. Has violent Shootings in the 
Head at Ti imes. Went on as be- 
fore. | 


Sept. 
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16. No Fits till laſt Night, 
which the exceffive Pain of the Head 
the has lately been ſubje to, brought 
on. Thinking it to be a Tranſlation 
of the morbifie Matter from the Arm 

to the Head, I bid her leave off cold 
Bathing her Hand. —Blifters behind 
the Ears, Cupping in the Neck, a 
Powder with Athiops Miner. Crud: 
Antim. & G. Guaj. Nights and 
Mornings, to abſorb and evacuate the 

peccant Matter which ſeemed to be 

afloat, and a Mixture of Spir. C. C. 

Lavend. C. and a little Laud. lig. 

when faint, alſo pulv. Sternutator. 
Sept. 23. The ſhooting and darting 

Pain of her Head fo bad, that it puts 

her into Fits, is commonly worſe at 

Nights. The ſame Powder again, 

with a Diet Drink of the Wood, a 

Vomit to Morrow Afternoon, and 

Paregoric at Night. Sept. 


Sept. 
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| Sept. 30. Was cupped, which had 


not been done on Account of her 
Bliſters, Head better, no Fits. The 


Powder and Diet Drink as before, a 


Oc. 7. No Fits, Head better, has 


now again Stitches in her Stomach 
and right Side, and Startings. The 
Powders and Diet Drink as before, 
Spir. C. C. twice or thrice a Day, 
an Ointment for the Hand, and 
Bleeding in the lame Arm. 

OA. 15. No Fits, Starting better, 
Head well, Pain of the Stomach and 
Side better, perceives that ſince ſhe 
was blooded in the lame Arm ſhe can 
extend her Fingers a little, which 
latterly had been kept extended upon 
a Paſte-board, the Contraction not 
being 
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being quite ſo. violent. ——Had the 


Powders) and Diet Drink again. War 
O. 21. No Fits, Head and Sto- 


. mach well, Starting mends. Has an 


Eruption about her Body like the 
Shingles. Ordered Y.S. in the ſame 
Arm again, Pil. Calom. a Cathartic, 
a Paregoric, and Cerat. Turn. for the 
Puſtles. 

_. 08.28. No Fits, all th other 
Complaints better, Hand continues 
mending, the Eruptions better. 
The Calomel Pill, Purge and Parego- 


ric, alſo the Ointment for the Hand. 


Nov. 4. No Fits, Hand mends, 
but an Uneaſineſs at Stomach, and 
low-ſpirited (doubtleſs from the re- 
peated Evacuations)—Ordered Pil. 
Stom. c. Gumm. Nights and Mornings, 
and a Mixture of Lac Ammon. Tint, 
fulig. cum Aſſ. Sal. C. C. and Laud. 
lig. parv. quant. | Nov. 
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Mov. 8. No Fits, Hand mends, 
laſt Complaints better. Ordered- 
Bleeding in the lame Arm once more, 
and the laſt Medicines. 6 

Nov. 12. Returned Thanks to the 
Board for her Cure. The Pills once 
more, and Elix. Vitr. to brace up the 
primæ vie. 


The Wriſt being weakned by a 
Sprain, the Spaſmodic Matter fell 
upon that Part, and occaſioned that 
ſtubborn Lameneſs and Contraction. 

She had her Mer/es regularly at 
firſt, and rather too abundant, but 
in the Proceſs of Cure they ſtopped; 
whether this was owing to the Eva- 
cuations made, or the peccant Mat- 
ter ſhifting to thoſe Parts, as it did 
to the Stomach, Head, Side, Bowels, 
Ec. I will not determine: The laſt 
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ſeems the moſt probable, from their 
appearing again before the Comple- 
tion of the Cure. 

The frequent and violent Riſing 
in: her Throat had occaſioned a very 
uncommon A ppearance, viz. a kind 
of hyſteric Bronchocele. 

She took Valerian, Caſtor, Fil. 
querci, &c. a good while without 

any Advantage. 

Her Conſtitution being much re- 
duced, the Cold Bath was rather 
hurtful than of Service, and the par- 
ticular Immerſion of the Arm, as it 
ſeemed to help that Limb, ſo pro- 
bably by that Means moſt excruciat- 

ing Pains were tranſmitted to the 
Head by a Tranſlation of Matter, 
Her Fits were generally worſe about 
the be Change of the Moon. 
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As the darting Pains of her Head 
ſeemed worſe at Night, I took them 
to have aſſumed a Type of the Rheu- 
matic Diſorder; and therefore or- 
dered the pulv. Alter. c. Guaj. and a 
Decoction of the Woods, which ſe- 
parated from the Blood an acrimo- 
nious Serum under the Appearance 
of the Shingles, accompanied with 
violent Inflammation and Itching, 
and which proved of great Service, 
and probably brought the Cure to a 
Period. | 

The good Effect produced by 
Bleeding in the lame Arm, is alſo 
worthy our Notice. 


R 2 CASE 
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CASE XXXVI. 


Palſy and Convulſions from eating 
of Tea. 


Girl of about twelve Years of 
A Age was taken laſt Year, 
with Loſs of Appetite, grew pale and 
languid, and ſoon after the left Side 
of her Face became paralytic, and her 
Speech began to falter, her Arms and 
Legs not at all affected. | 
She had no Colic Pains or Coſtive- 
neſs, which I firſt inquired after, 
thinking it might be owing to the 
Effluvia from Lead (which exert 
their pernicious Effects chiefly at firſt 
in that Manner) ſhe being a Glaſier's 
Daughter: But found that ſhe had 
made free with her Mother's Can- 
niſters, 
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niſters, and privately eat Tea, for 
about fix or ſeven Weeks laſt paſt. 

As ſhe was pale and languid, I or- 
dered no Bleeding, but a Bliſter to 
her Neck, Pil. fœt. every other Night, 
with a volatile Julep, a gentle Pare- 
goric the Night after the Operation 
of the Pills, and of the Elix. Vitr. 
Mynſ. & Spir. Lav. C. ana p. eg. 
the Days between, and to increaſe 
the Drops as her Stomach could bear 
them. 

This Method revived her Spirits, 
removed the Palſy of the Face, and 
reſtored her Appetite in about ten 
Days Time. However as ſhe ftill 
continued pale and weak, I adviſed 
her to be ſent into the Country, to 
take the Pills twice a Week, and the 
Drops the intermediate Days; by 
which Means ſhe recovered very faſt. 
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Some Time after this, viz; the:26th 
of June, 1745. the paralytic Diſorder 
ſeized the right Side of her Face, 
with a Lameneſs and Tremor in that 
Arm, in the Nature of the Chorea 
Sancti Viti, and a feveriſh Heat, 
which generally was worſt in the 
Afternoon. 

Upon this ſhe was brought to 
Town. I found her ſtill very pale 
and languid, with Loſs of Appetite, 
a Sediment in the Urine tending to 
red, and a great Pain about the Su- 
rura Coronalis. 

As the Bliſter of the Neck ſtill diſ- 
charged, which I ordered to be kept 
open, I thought it not neceſſary to 
apply one upon the Head. She was 
to take the Pil. fe. every other 
Night, and the Mixtur. Salin. to 
bring the Fever to an Intermiſſion. 


2 
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th July 2. The feveriſh Heat had 
er ¶ almoſt left her; very little Sediment 
e, in the Urine, which was paliſh. The 
at Contraction of the right Side of the 
Face gone, as alſo the Tremor of 
that Arm, her Appetite better, and 
ſhe was not ſo languid. ——T ordered 
the Saline Mixture to be continued, 
to extinguiſh quite the febrile Heat, 
and to evacuate by Means of the Pills 
the Load injurious to the nervous 
Syſtem, to prevent a Relapſe. 

July 22. Her Face remained well, 
Appetite good, Aluus regular, Urine 
well coloured, Complexion mended 
from fallow to lively, not ſo drowzy, 
ſleeps naturally well, and gathers 
Strength. 


As this Caſe partakes of the Nature 
of the Chorea Sandi Viti, it belongs 


R 4 properly 


- 5 
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properly enough to this Collection, 


though my chief View of inſerting 


it, is to ſhew the pernicious Effects 


of the intemperate Uſe of Tea. 

Schroder, who 1s yery ſanguine i in 
his Commendation of this Vegetable, 
praiſes its Vertues for all Manner of 
Rheums, Catharrhs, Indigeſtion, 
Weakneſsof theReins, Joints andGout, 
And ſums up all with ſaying, that it 
is an Augmenter of human Strength, 
and preſerves from all Infections of 
the Air, to which Purpoſe divers 
Ambaſſadors reſiding in Ch na, uſed 
it in his Time in the Morning. 

As a Diluter and Detergent, it may 
properly enough be uſed in ſome 
Caſes he mentions : But we know 
from longer Experience, that as it 
rarifies and diſſipates the finer Juices, 
which ſhould ſerve to actuate the 


Nerves, 


WY tw > ww 


[ 249 ] | 

Nerves, it brings on Tremors, Fer. 
tigos, Watchings, and all manner of 
hypochondriac, hyſteric, and para- 
lytic Diſorders, and therefore is by 
no Means to be looked upon as a 
Preſerver of human Strength. And 
I am perſuaded, that the frequent 
Uſe of this Plant is the chief Cauſe, 
next toprivate Dram drinking, which 
I am afraid is too much practiſed, of 
the various nervous Complaints that 

are ſo common among the fair Sex. 
Before this Child took to eating of 
Tea, ſhe was healthy, briſk and ac- 
tive; her paralytic Diſorder can there- 
fore be attributed to no other Cauſe. 
And asthe ſmaller Branches of Nerves 
were already affected, it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that by the continued 
Exceſs in Tea, the Origin, which on 
Account of its ſtronger Texture re- 
mained 


| | FW 
mained hitherto unmoleſted, would 
in Proceſs of Time have alſo ſuffered, 
the Conſequence of which muſt have 
been a total Relaxation, and Deſtruc- 
tion of the animal Frame. On the 
contrary it appears, that when this 
Abuſe was laid aſide, and proper Me- 
dicines applied, ſhe was ſoon reſtored 
to her former State of Health. 


CASE XXXVI. 
Pally and Conoulfions. 


ARY Dobſon, aged forty, 
of a robuſt Habit, had loſt 


about fourteen Days before ſhe came 
to the Infirmary, all on a ſudden her 
Speech, and the Uſe of her left Side. 
Finding that ſhe had bore many 
Children, and that her Menſes were 


dodging 
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dodging her, I ordered the ad of 
' 08. 1745. FV. S. a Calomel Pill two 
Nights following, a Cathartic the 
next Morning, and a Paregoric at 
Night. 

Oct. 9. She ſeemed to be relieved, 
therefore ordered the ſame Medicines 

Ocob. 15. Began to recover her 
Speech, her Lameneſs alſo better. 
Preſcribed as before. 

OF. 18. Lameneſs and Speech 
better, but has no Appetite. Imagi- 
ning the Purges were the Occaſion 
of it, I ordered her the M;x#. Cathol. 
cum Tinct. Mart. Mynſ. Nights and 
Mornings to evacuate gently, and 
to warm the Stomach and prime 
vie, and the Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. to 
brace them up. 


O4. 


| 
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Oc. 25. Her Speech and Lame- 
neſs mended, her Appetite no better. 


_ Continued as before. 


| Nov. 6. Was better in every Reſped, 
but had felt a convulſive Tremor in- 
wardly, As ſhe mentioned the 
Medicines ſeemed rather too ſtrong 
for her Stomach, I ordered Pil. fe. 


every other Night, and allay'd the 


Pungency of the Elix. Vitr. with 
ſome of our Tinct. Stomach. Amar. 
With theſe Medicines ſhe went on 


*till the 4th of Dec. when ſhe ſtill 
continued on the mending Hand, but 


complained of an Uneaſineſs at Sto- 
mach: and apprehending it might 
proceed from the Acid in the Drops, 


1 ordered Tin#. Amar. Stomach. & 


Semin. Cardamom. ana p. eg. inſtead 
of the Elix. Vitr. As- ſhe had 


had ſeveral of thoſe convulſive Tre- 
0 mors, 
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mors, preſcribed alſo J. S. again, and 
Epiſp. perp. intern. Brach. finiſtr. 
Dec. 23. Was better in every Re- 
ſpect. Had the Pills and Drops again. 
Dec. 30. Continued mending, but 
complained of a Lowneſs of Spirits and 
Dizzineſs of the Head. Ordered 
the Pills as before, and Spir. C. C. 
twice a Day, alſo pulv. Sternut. 
From that Time I ſaw her no more 
till ſhe came to return Thanks for her 
Cure, which was the 4th of Febr. 


1745-0. 


This Caſe, as well as the precedent, 
is originally paralytic. It is here 
likewiſe to be obſerved, that when 
the morbific Matter was diſturbed, 
it fell upon the Inteſtines, or p/exus 
meſentericus, and there produced con- 
vulſive Agitations, And from both 

I Caſes 
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Caſes we may draw this Inference, 
that on Account of the Affinity be- 
tween a Palſy and Convulſions, the 
Tranſition is not very great from one 
to the other. 


CASE XXXVIII. 
Palſy and Convulſions. 


—— B——, twenty five 

Years of Age, of a thin Habit, 
but healthy Complexion, perceived 
in the Beginning of March, 1744-5. 
between five and {x in the Evening, 
on a ſudden ſuch a Coldneſs in her 
Hands, that ſhe was going to the 
Fire to warm them, when preſently, 
to her great Surpriſe, both her Arms 
dropt down, ſo that ſhe could only 
move them from her Shoulders, but 


I down- 
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downwards had loſt all Motion. 
She had eat a moderate Dinner, had 
uſed no hard Exerciſe that Day, and 
was at home when this Accident hap- 
pened; had felt no Dizzineſs of the 
Head, Sickneſs at Stomach, nor any 
other Diſorder whatever. 

She was blooded, and took ſome 
Medicines from an Apothecary, but 
without any Amendment. When I 
ſaw her firſt, which was on the 2 ʒth 
of March, her Pulſe was quick, but 
not full, her Hands felt warm, though 
they ſeemed quite cold to her, and 
when pinch'd was not ſenſible of it. 
She had a conſtant Thirſt, but pretty 
good Appetite, ſlept well, her Alous 
regular, Urine free, generally thick, 
and Menſes in good Order, which 
continued ſo during the whole Time 
of her Cure. 


I or- 
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I ordered her to loſe eight Ounces 
of Blood, an Emetick, to diſlodge the 
Load occaſioning the Obſtruction of 
the Nerves, Pil. Ruff. to carry off by 
the Anus the Matter thus refolved, 
and a volatile Julep, to attenuate 
the Juices, and ſtimulate the now in- 
ſenſible Nerves, alſo a Bliſter to her 
Back for the ſame End. 

March 29. She had comply'd with 
my Preſcription, but found no A- 
mendment in her Arms. I ordered 
her Arms to be rubb'd twice a Day, 
with an Infuſion of hot Water and 
| Muſtard Seed, and to go on with the 
Pil. Ruff. and volatile Julep. 

Apr. 5. Began to have ſome Feel- 
ing in the Fingers of her left Hand, 
about two Days ago, and now had 
the ſame Senſation in thoſe of her 

0" Hand. Finding the firſt pre- 
{ſcribed 


[I — — cd i 


2371 

ſcribed Medicines had a good Effect, 
they were ordered to be continued. 

Apr. 1 5. She had continued mend- 
ing every Day, and by Degrees re- 
covered the Feeling and Motion of 
both her Arms and Hands, which 
were now perfectly well. But on the 
13th in the Evening had been taken 
ſuddenly with a ſtrong Convulſion 
Fit, which laſted near one Hour, 
and when ſhe recovered from it, her 
Speech was gone, ſo that ſhe could 
not utter one ſingle Word. 

As ſhe had her Mai at this 
Time, did not care to bleed her, but 
ordered a Bliſter in the Nape of her 
Neck, the Tinct. Cathol. cum Tint. 
fulig. Nights and Mornings, and the 
volatile Julep as before, and to gargle 
her Mouth with an Infuſion of Mu- 
ſtard Seed, 


8 Abr. 
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Apr. 19. She could make ſome 
Uſe of her Tongue; and utter ſome 
Words, though but imperfectiy.— 
The laſt Medicines were continued. 

Apr. 29. She went on mending, 

She had the Tinct. Cathol. cum Tind, 
fulig. again. And as ſhe complained 
of a Colic Pain in her Bowels, I ad- 
ded a little Laud. lig. to the volatile 
Julep. 
May 6. Had perfectly recovered 
her Speech, and to confirm her Cure, 
ordered her to take Pil. fœt. every 
other Night, and the Elix. Yirr. 
Mynſ. twice a Day. 


Although this Caſe is not of the 
Convulſive Order from the Begin- 
ning, yet as Convulſions intervene 
during the Proceſs of Cure, it de- 


ſerves being taken Notice of here, on 
Account of that Peculiarity, The 
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The Attack was truly paralytic, 
Motion and Senſation was loſt, and 
when the peccant Matter came to be 
diſlodged from its firſt Hold, Nature. 
was going to lend an aſſiſtant Hand, 
and made an Effort by the Convulſive 
Motions to throw it off, and not be- 
ing capable of effecting it, it fell up- 
on the Organs of Speech. 

Her Urine is thick, becauſe the 
Miaſmata that ſhould have been 
thrown off by inſenſible Perſpiration, 
in thoſe Parts where the nervous Fi- 
bres had loſt their Tone, are retained 
in the Blood; and to this may alſo 
be aſcribed the feveriſh Heat, and 
conſtant Thirſt. 


The Viſcus guerci, and Valeriana 
Sykov. two famous Specifics, do not 
much appear in theſe Caſes, becauſe 

S 2 I had 
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I had tried them formerly ſo often, 
ttill 1 found that no Dependance was 

to be made upon them only, but 
that the chief of the Cure conſiſted ' 
in Evacuations and Medicines, or- | 
roborating the prime vie. © | 
If you conſider the State the Brain I 
was found in at the Diſſections above 
quoted, you will eaſily allow this 
Poſition to be true, and agree that 
the Viſc. querci, Valerian. Hu. Ca- 
Hor. peon. A. fœt. G. Ammon. Cin- 
nab. Antimon. Aur. muſiv. Bezoar. 
Cran. hum. Ungul. Alcis. Sterc. pa- 
von. &c. of themſelves can be of little 
or no Service. But the morbific 
Matter being evacuated, they may 
come in to corroborate the Nerves ; 
or if they are uſed before, nothing 
elſe is either aimed at or to be ex- 
pected from them, but to ſupport 
* during 
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during the Courſe of other Remedies 
the languid Spirits. 


The chief Inſtance I have ſeen of 


the good Effects of the Viſc. guerci, 
was in the Caſe of one John Whar- 
ton, a Lad of about fifteen, who 
had the &. Vitus Dance in his 
ight Arm and Leg. il began with 


Bleeding, gave him the Pil. aur. 


two Nights following, a Purge the 
Morning after, and a Paregoric at 
Night; which was repeated two or 
three Times, and ſeemed to make 
him better. After that, for Fear of 
weakning him too much, I ordered 
the Pil. fet. every other Night, and 
Elix. Vitr. Mynſ. twice a Day, which 
at firſt agreed very weil, and his 
Arm and Leg were ſteadier. — But 
whilſt I thought him on the mending 


Hand, we were ſurpriſed not anly 
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with a Return of the Geſticulation 
of the right Arm and Leg as ſtrong 
as ever, but alſo the left Arm ' was 
affected with the ſame kind of Mo- 
tion. Upon which, imagining his 
Nerves could not bear Evacuations 
any longer, I ordered him to take of 
pulv. Viſc. querc. as much as his Sto- 
mach would bear, Nights and Morn- 
ings, and a ftomachic Bitter at eleven 
and five, This Courſe immediately 
took Place, and ſoon n his 
Cure. 

About the ſame Time, Sarab Whit- 
ton, aged nineteen, who had the 
S*, Vitus Dance in the right Arm 
and Leg, was alſo under my Care. 
She had her Menſes duly, and was of 
a healthy Complexion. After Eva- 
cuations made, as above — 
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querci: But although ſhe took it a 
conſiderable Time, found no Amend- 
ment at all. After that ſhe took 
Tin. Cathol. Nights and Mornings, 
in ſmall Quantities, gently to eva- 
cuate the morbific Matter, upon 
which ſhe grew better immediately. 

In Caſe 33. the Tinct. Viſc. querc. 
at firſt ſeemed to have a good Effect, 
but afterwards the Startings returned 
again, notwithſtanding its Uſe was 
continued; and as the Blood was very 
thick, and wanted a ſufficient Quan- 
tity of Serum, I therefore could truſt 


to the Viſc. guerc. no longer, but 
ordered Calomel to thin the Blood, 


which was attended with good Suc- 


ceſs. 


What has been ſaid of the Viſc. 
guerc. alſo holds good in general, 


with Reſpect to the Valerian and 
84 other 
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other nervous Medicines, with this 
Addition, that this Drug is more oſ- 
fenſive to the Stomach than the other, 
eſpecially when taken in ſuch Quan- 
tities as Fabius Columna mentions, 
pix. half a ene or more at a 
Time. 


When the Stomach *. loſt its 
Tone, and almoſt loaths all kind of 
Food, as is frequently the. Caſe of 
Perſons labouring under Fits, how 
can it be expected it ſhould be in a 
Condition to receive and digeſt ſuch 
a Quantity of a dry and nauſeous 
Root? Or if it is got down, you will 
ſoon deſtroy the little Appetite that 
is left, and neceſſary for the ſupport 
of the Patient. 

When the Stomach is in this lan- 
guid State, the Tin. Cathol. and 
_ Vitr. Mynf. ſeem to be the beſt 

adapted 
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adapted Remedies. For the firſt 
gently warms the Stomach, invigo- 
rates its relaxed Nerves, and as an al- 
terative Aperient gently evacuates the 
peccant Matter; the latter braces up 
the firſt Paſſages at the ſame Time, 
and perhaps, as it is of great Efficacy 
in Rheumatic and Scorbutic Caſes, 
may likewiſe by its acid and chalybeate 
Quality, ſerve to correct the Fluid 
occaſioning Spaſms, which in ſome 
of theſe Caſes ſeems to border very 
near upon that Claſs, 

When the Stomach doth not want 
ſo much Warming, or when the Pa- 
tient has taken the Tinct. Hier. ſome 
Time (leſt it ſhould become habituat- 
ed to it, or for Fear the Liver ſhould 
be injured by its Heat) the Pil. fe- 
tid. may be given. And if the Pa- 
tient ſhould nauſeate, or not be able 

to 
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to digeſt them in the ſolid Form, 
they may be diſſolved, and rendered 
more tolerable to the Stomach in a 
Draught. 

As a Vehicle for tis Pills or Pow- 
ders, I uſually make the Poor take 
ſome Spir. C. C or Tinct᷑. fulig. cum 
in a Glaſs of Water; for the 
Rich it is eaſy to contrive proper Ju- 
leps, as Vehicles, with hyſteric Ingre- 
dients, to add to their E 
I could eaſily have furniſhed more 
Caſes, as will appear from the great 
Number that occur at the London In- 
firmary every Year. But as theſe con- 
tain Examples of almoſt every Kind of 
Fits, I may ſay with Dr. Cheyne de 

Febr. Much more might be added on 
this Head, but theſe are ſufficient, 
elſe twice ſo much will not ſuffice. 


CASES 
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CASES of the Bite of mad Crea- 


tures, treated after the Method of 


Dr. Deſault, with ſome additional 
Means of my own, Obſervations 
upon the ſame, and Remedies pro- 
poſed for the Cure of the Hydro- 


; phobia. 


OME Years ſince a Tranſlation 
from the French was publiſhed, 
intitled——4 TREAT ISR on the Ve- 
nereal Diſtemper, containing a Me- 
thod of curing it without Salivation, 
Danger, or great Expence. With 
two Diſſertations, the firſt, on Mad- 
neſs from the Bite of mad Creatures, 
the ſecond on Conſumptions. With a 
Method of curing them radically. By 
Piexxs DESAULT, M. D. and Mem- 
ber of the College of Pbyſicians of Bour- 
deaux. As 


* 
* 1 
, * 
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As to his Method of treating the 
Venereal Diſtemper without Saliva- 
tion with rubbing 1 in the mercurial 
Ointment, and purging it off when 
the Mouth begins to be hot, I have 
made ſeveral Trials of it, but cannot 
fay, that it is as certain or effectual a 
Proceſs as a Salivation : Notwith- 
ſtanding that a late Surgeon of this 
Town, who bore the Character of 
Learning and-Skill in his Profeſſion, 
was ſo ſanguine an Advocate for this 
Practice, that he publiſhed ſeveral 
Pamphlets, to perſuade the Public, 
that it is infallible in all the Symp- 
toms. of the moſt confirmed Lues. 
But whether this Aſſertion was as ho- 
neſt, as it was well calculated to 
bring Griſts to his Mill, I will leave 
to thoſe to determine, who have gone 
* his Courſe. 


How- 
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However it muſt be owned, that 
in {lighter Degrees of Infection, the 
Cordee, Phimoſis, Faraphimoſis, Ve- 
nereal Ulcers, &c. it may be applied 
to great Advantage, as alſo in White 
Swellings, ſome of which I have ſeen 
that Way treated with Succeſs; of 
which perhaps at another Opportu- 
nity. This only by the by, my 
preſent Deſign being to give an Ac- 
count of what Succeſs I have had 
with his Method of treating the Bite 
of mad Creatures, and what other 
Means were made uſe of to aſſiſt in 


the Purſuit *. his Scheme. 


CASE I. 


Tur firſt Opportunity I bad of 
trying this Method, was upon a 


Gentleman of about thirty, who was 
bit 
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bit by a Cat, that had been ſullen 
ſome Days, and refuſed both Meat 
and Drink, and died the next Day 
after the Bite. 

dhe had bit alſo a Dog, who ſhew- 
ing the uſual Symptoms of Madneſs, 
was deſtroyed to prevent Miſchief, - 
Two Days after the Bite, the 
wounded Part; which was the Joint 
of his right Forefinger, appeared livid, 
ſwell'd and hard, with a Stiffneſs in 
the Joint, and a continual dull and 
heavy Pain, 

I ordered the Part to be ſcarified, 
and the Blood not coming freely, to 
be ſqueezed out. Then to rub into 
and about the Place, after the Bleed- 
ing was ſtopt, ſome of the Unguent. 
Meapolitan. and ſo twice a Day, and 
to cover it with a Mercurial Plaiſter. 
The ſame Afternoon he went into 

the 
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the Cold Bath, and that Night and 
the following he took a Bolus with 
Calem: and a Purge the Morning after 
the ſecond Bolus. In the Afternoon 
he went into the Cold Bath again, 
and at: Night took a Bolus of Ther. 
Androm. & pulo. Antilyſſ. 

The next Morning he took the 
pal. Antilyſſ. and two Nights fol- 
lowing his mercurial Boluſes again, 
and the Purge as before; which up- 
on the whole was repeated three or 
four Times, rubbing in the mercu- 
rial Ointment conſtantly twice a Day, 
and keeping the mercurial Plaiſter 
over the Wound. | 

He took but four or five Doſes of 
the pulv. Antilyſſ and went into the 
Cold Bath but a few Times, although 
I adviſed him to bathe oftner, and to 
take more of the Powder ; -of which 


he 
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he grew neglectful, finding that the 
Wound healed in a very kindly Man- 
ner. However he uſed the mercurial 
Ointment twice a Day, wiearing con- 
ſtantly a mercurial Plaiſter over the 
Part, for about three Weeks, and has 
continued well ſince, ſave common 
Illneſs, which is near eight Vears 
ago. 11 oF : A \ * | s 


CAS E H. br 


Ilham Davis, five, Vears of 
Age, was brought to the 
Longs Infirmary by his Mother on 
the 18th of June, 1742. dhe ſaid a 
mad Dog had bit him in the hind 
Part of his Neck the Day before. Tie 
Dog's Teeth had penetrated through 
the Skin, and fetch'd Blood. The 
Tore Place was of a livid Colour, hard 

and 
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and ſwelled, attended with a numb d 
Pain, alſo a dull and _—_— Head- 
ach, Thirſt, and little Fever. 

I ordered crural Incifions to be 
made upon the part through the com- 
mon Integuments, and let it bleed 
till it ſtopt of itſelf. Then a mer- 
curial Plaiſter was applied upon the 
Sore, and the Mother was directed 
to rub in upon the Place of the Ung. 
Meapolit. at Night and the Morning 
following, covering the Place again 
with the Empl. Mercur. That fame 
Day in the A fternoon, the Mother 
was directed to dip the Child over 
Head and Ears into a Tub of cold 
Water, and to give him at Night going 
to reſt a Calomel Pill, and the Morn- 
ing following a Purge; and towards 
the Evening to dip him again into 
the cold Water, and at Night to give 

1 him 
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Morning following, as before. 


EY 
him a Bolus, with Conf. Mithrid. 
and Sal. vol. C. C. All which the 


Mother promiſed to ſee done. punc- 
tually, I having repreſented to her 
earneſtly the dangerous Conſequence 
that might follow, if my Directions 
were not faithfully complied with. 
On the 2 iIſt the Child was brought 
again, I ordered Ung. Meapolit. to 
be rubb d in again as before, to dip 


him that Afternoon in cold Water, 


to give him the Calomel Pill at 
Night, and the Purging Powder the 


The 23d he had again of the Ung. 
Mercur. to be uſed Nights and Morn- 
ings. He was dipt in cold Water, 
and took the Calomel Pill over Night, 
the Purging Powder the Morning fol- 
lowing, and the above Bolus at 
Night. 

PE The 
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The 26th I ſaw the Child again. 
The Wound was healed, the Fleſh 
ſoft like the reſt, and of a kindly - 
Aſpect. The Mother faid ſhe had 
dipt him in cold Water the Day be- 
fore: And as his Mouth was not hot, 
or any Symptom of a Spitting ap- 
peared, I ordered him again the mer- 
curial Pill at Night, the Purge next 
Morning, and Bolus as before. 

About this time he was taken ill 
of the Meaſles, for which he was 
blooded, and took gentle alexiphar- 
mic Medicines and Pectorals, and 
when recovered was purged twice 
more with the Calomel Pill and Pow- 
der as before, at proper Intervals. 

Now the Child ſeeming briſk and 
lively, with a freſh Colour in his Face, 
I let him alone for about eight Days, 


when I purged him once more, and 
T2 bid 
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bid the Mother bring him to me 
again a Month afterwards. By Way 
of Precaution he had Phyſic once 
more at that Time, and I deſired the 
Mother to apply to me immediately 
if ſhe found the Child any Ways diſ- 
ordered, but he has continued well, 
and was alive two Years after the Ac- 
cident, when he was my Patient again 


for a {light Diſorder. 


CAS E * 


E HN Poftern, aged about forty 

| five, was bit by a Dog in the 
hind Part of his right Leg, juſt above 
the Shoe upon the Tendo Achillis, on 
the 2 1ſt of Aug. 1743.— The Dog, he 
ſaid, came running along, bit and 
ſnapt at other Dogs, and at every 
Perſon 
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Perſon in his Way: His Tongue hung 
out of his Mouth, he foamed, his 
Head/and Tail hanging down, and 
looked as if very much fatigued. 
Poftern not being aware ſoon enough 
to get out of the Way, the Dog bit 
him without any Provocation. What 
became of him, he could not tell, for 
he was fo terrified that he went away 
immediately; and a Hue and Cry 
being ſet up, he ſuppoſed the Dog 
was ſoon killed. 

He came to the London Infirmary 
the next Day, when I perceived the 


Print of ſeveral of the Dog's Teeth 


very plain, the Skin raiſed, and it 
had bled a little. The wounded Part 
was ſwelled, hard, and of a livid 
Colour, attended with a -numb'd 
pricking Pain, with an Aſpe& of 
* peculiar to thoſe Sorts of 
13 Wounds: 
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Wounds: and it ſeemed to him as 
if ſomething cold was frequently 
trickling about the Place, which, 
made him ſometimes look whether 
any Blood was coming from the 
Wound; this Symptom is taken No- 


tice of by other Authors. I im- 
mediately ordered the wounded Part 
to be ſcarified croſs-· ways through the 
common Integuments, the ſtagnated 
Blood to be ſqueezed out, and to let 
it bleed as long as it would. After- 
wards to rub in ſome of the Ung. 
Mercur. as alſo Nights and Mornings 
with the Emplaſt. Mercurial. over it. 
That Afternoon he bathed in the 
River, and at Night took a Pill with 
Calomel. and the next Morning a 
Purge, and atN ight ſome Tberiac. 
Androm. 


Auguſt 
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Auguſt 24. J ordered him to go 
again into the Water, and to con- 
tinue rubbing in of the Ung. Mer- 
curial. Nights and Mornings. He 
took the Calomel Pill that Night, 
and one the Night following, and 
the Morning of the 26th the Purging 
Powder, and the Paregoric Bolus go- 
ing to Reſt; and as he complained 
of a Dizzineſs in his Head and Trem- 
bling, to take of the Tinfur. fulig. 
cum Aﬀſſ. twice or oftner a Day in a 
Glaſs of fair Water. 

Sept. 1. He came to me, telling 
me that he had uſed the mercurial 
Ointment Nights and Mornings, 
bathed in cold Water almoſt every 
Day, and taken the Drops ever ſince; 
but the Purges having weak'ned him 
pretty much, was the Occaſion of his 
not coming before. The Wound was 

J'S now 
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now almoſt healed and looked very 
kindly; and as his Throat was ſore, 
and Glands tumified, and his Strength 
would not admit of ſtronger Ca- 
thartics, I ordered him the Pil. Ruff. 
every other Night, the Tin&. fulig. 
cum Al. as before, and Lug. Mer- 
cur. to rub in a little Nights and 
Mornings about the Part, with the 
Empl. Mercurial. over it. 

The 8th of Sept. he came to the 
Infirmary ; I reproved him for ſtay- 
ing away ſo long, but he to ex- 
cuſe himſelf ſaid, that finding he was 
pretty well, the Wound quite healed, 
and all his Complaints abated, nay 
almoſt gone, he thought there was 
no farther Occaſion for his coming, 
but to thank me. The Swelling of 
the Glands being gone, and his Throat 
eaſy, I ordered him to continue rub- 

vin 
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bing in ſome more mercurial Oint- 
ment, and by Way of Precaution to 


take once more of the Calomel Pills 
and Purge, alſo to continue the 


Tinftura fulig. cum A. as before, 


and to call upon me a few Days af- 


Health before this Accident, but ſince 


complained of a heavy Pain of his 


Head and Dizzineſs, which at Times 
obſtructed his Hearing ; had often 
Shiverings, ſucceeded by hot Fits and 
Fluſhings in his Face, was thirſty, 
his Tongue white and furr'd, and 
his Pulſe frequent, but not full. His 
Appetite was ſometimes ſharp, and 
when he had eat ſeemed to be faint 
and fick, and ſometimes could not 


eat at all, His Sleep was uneaſy and 
diſturbed, and he was generally co- 


ſtive, and obſerved that when he had 
Stools 


- a dn ˙ ww OY ow ae. 2 : pw 


[ 282 J 
Stools —— him, his penn 
were relieved. 

Sept. 14. He came again, com- 
plaining with Tears in his Eyes, that 
being quite well of the former Acci- 
dent, he had had the Misfortune of 
being bit again by a mad Dog, and 
worſe than before. A little Cur 
Dog of a Neighbour's of his, having 
been from Home about two Days, 
his Maſter ſeeing him running about 
and ſnapping at People, and foaming 
at his Mouth, took him by the Neck, 
and carried him home ; where per- 
ceiving that he look'd fierce and wild 
about his Eyes, and endeavoured to 
ſnap at and bite him, he let him go. 
Upon which he bit Poftern, who was 
in the Houſe, in three Places, in his 
left Leg, near the Shin Bone. He 
had but a thin Pair of Stockings on, 

__ wherefore 


* 
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wherefore the Dog's Teeth had pe- 
netrated rather more than the time 
before. The Dog bit alſo the 
fame Time one Mary Waller in the 
Hand, making a conſiderable Wound, 
which bled plentifully. She alſo 
was a Patient at the Infirmary, and 
treated after the ſame Method, ex- 
cepting that Scarification was not ne- 
ceſſary, and has continued well ſince. 
be Maſter killed the Dog im- 
mediately, and according to the No- 
tion of the Vulgar, perſuaded them 
to eat the Liver fry'd, which made 
them very ſick and vomit. 

I found theſe Wounds ſorer than 
the former, and his Complaints ſuc- 
ceeded by all the Symptoms again in 


the ſame Manner as at firſt, Crural 


Inciſions were made again in all the 
three Places, and afterwards ſome of 
the 
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the Unguent. Mercur. rubb' d in with 
the Empl. Mercur. over the Wounds: 
I ordered him again to immerge in 
cold-Water at convenient Times, and 
to take one Calomel Pill that Night, 
another the Night following, and 
the Morning after a Cathartic, andat 
Night a Paregoric Bolus as above. 
The 17th I ordered the laſt Pre- 
{cription to be repeated, and 
The 20th he had the ſame again. 
The 26th he went on as before, 
and had ſome Tinct. fulig. cum Af. 
to take between whiles. | 
O#. 3. The Wounds being healed 
and looking very well, but the Pa- 
tient complaining of a Cholicky Diſ- 
order in his Stomach and Bowels, and 
Purging, Faintneſs and Want of Ap- 
petite, I ordered him to go on with 
the Ung. Mercur. about the Parts 
that 
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that had been wounded. —To take of 
Elix. Vitr. twice a Day, and Theriac,- 
Ven. cum pulv. Rhei for three * 
every other Night. 
Aſter this I ſaw my Patient no 
more, ſo that I apprehended he had 
died of the Hydrapbobia, till the ad 
of April, 1744. when he came to 
me to excuſe himſelf, and ſaid he had 
been in the North to ſee his Friends, 
that he was in as good Health as ever 
in his Life, excepting that every full 
Moon he was troubled with a Dizzi- 
neſs and Uneaſineſs all over, which 
afterwards went off again; that he 
was apprehenſive this might be of 
ill Conſequence, and he fancied, if 
the Infection was not quite extirpated 
ſrom his Blood, he might ſtill one 
Time or other fall a Sacrifice to its 
fatal Conſequences. = 


I or- 
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I ordered him to take Pil. Ruff. 
every other Night, and ſome Elix. 
Vitrioli twice a Day. 
In May following he came again, 
and ſaid his Head was quite eaſy 
ſince the Purges, which he had ob- 
ſerved all along; upon which I or- 
dered him the ſame once more, and 
bid him come to me Fall and Spring 
for Relief till he ſhould find no more 
Remains of his Diſorder. 
Oc. 1, 1744. He came with an- 
other Patient, and was very well. 
Beſides theſe, I have ſeen ſeveral 
others at the Infirmary, that had been 
bit by mad Dogs, who were treated 
the ſame Way. But ſome of them 
coming but once or twice more for 
their Medicines, and others not re- 
turning at all, I do not think it con- 
fiſtent with the I mpartiality I profeſs, 


to 
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to relate their Caſes, to draw any In- 
ference from them: Although one 
ſhould naturally fuppoſe, they would 
have returned or ſent to the Place, 
where they were ſure of having Ad- 
vice and Medicines for aſking, if 
they had found themſelves otherwiſe 
than well. 

Our Surgeons have alſo dene 
ſome with laying Cauſtics upon the 
Place, the Patients being purged briſk- 
ly with mercurial Medicines, with the 
deſired Succeſs. One in particular I 
cannot forbear mentioning, vis. Fran- 
cis Oſborn, an In- patient, who was bit 
by a Dog in Company with four other 
Men, two of whom, as he was in- 


formed, died of the Hydrophobia. 


As I ſaw none of the Creatures 


that bit the Patients, I cannot be 
ſure 


[ 288 1 


* that 1 mad any otherwiſe 
than from Report and Circumſtances, 
The Perſon bit in Caſe I. being a 
Limb of the Profeſſion of Phyſic, 
upon Inquiry thought, he had Proofs 
enough to believe the Cat was mad. 
——— s to the Child, Caſe II. the Mo- 
ther told me, that the Dog run wildly 
about the Street, foamed at Mouth, 
and bit him without any Provoca- 
tion, he being at the Door at Play 
with other Children. The Dog bit 
alſo at the ſame Time two Men, who 
went to Graveſend, to dip into ſalt 
Water. What became of them ſhe 
could not tell, they being Strangers 
to her. And the Deſcription Po- 
gern gave of the Dog that bit him 
and the Woman, Caſe III. repreſents 
ſo exactly the Picture of a mad Dog, 
that I think few will doubt, but 

they 
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they received ſome Taint from the 
mad Dog, and that they probably 
would have died of the Hydrophobia, 
if proper Means had not been ap- 
plied. 

'The Bite of a mad 1d Dog is llowed 
by ſuch ſhocking Symptoms, that 
the moſt violent Means have not been 
thought too harſh to prevent them. 
Galen adviſes to enlarge the 
Wound by circular Inciſion, to burn 
it with a hot Iron, and to keep the 
Ulcer open forty Days at leaſt. But if 
this Method ſeem too cruel, ſome ad- 
viſe to draw out the Venom by Cup- 
ping Glaſſes, applied upon the Part, 
having firſt made deep Scarifications, 
and uſing the Unguent. Ag yptiac. 
hot for a Dreſſing. 

If external Remedies are ne! 
or not applied ſeaſonably, the Cure 

U is 
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is to be endeavoured at by internal 
Means. Alexipharmics are to be 
given, and among the reſt the Aſhes 
of Cray-fiſh are vaſtly recommended 
by the Antients; and Galen ſays, 
that no one died who took this Re- 
medy. The Doſe is one or two Spoonſ- 
ful every Day for forty Days, either 
alone, or with Rad. Gentianæ & 
Thus, in Wine. 

Immerſion into Sea Water has been 
eſteemed a long Time a Cure for the 
Bite of mad Creatures ; but Expe- 
rience ſhews that it is not to be de- 
pended upon, many having died of 
the Hydrophobia, after having gone 
through this Operation. Some of 
the Moderns imagining that it was 
only the Shock from the ſudden Im- 
merſion, that expelled the Poiſon, 
are of —_— that Bathing in any 
cold 
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cold Water will do as well; yet L 
am inclined to think, that whilſt the 
Wound 1s recent, Salt Water may do 
better than freſh, becauſe the Salt may 
help to correct the Virus, and mun- 
dify the Sore. 

Ettmuller recommends ths iphar- 
mic Medicines in a double Doſe, and 
for a long Time ; to apply upon the 
Place a Leak, or Rue bruiſed, with 
Salt in Form of a Cataplaſm ; Im- 
merſion into cold Water, purging 
with Hellebore and Mercur. dulc. 
Diureticks and Cantharides as a Spe- 
cifick. After ſcarifying the Wound, 
ſays he, apply an Onion roaſted, or 
the following, R Cæp. acrem. Mei. 


Cap. allior. Me. v. Ther. Venet. zuj. 


ferment. 38. MH. f. Cataplaſma. 
Some add Herb. Ruth. Sem. Sinap. 
ol. Scorpion, &c. But as the moſt 

U 2 expedi- 
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expeditious Way, to burn the Place 
with a hot Iron, and if the Phyſician 
be called late, Application of Cup- 
ping Glaſſes, and an Iſſue to be o- 
pened near the Part affected. 

The celebrated and learned Dr. 
Mead has introduced into Practice 
the pulv. Antilyſſus, compoſed of 
Lichen Ciner. terreſtr. p. ij. & Piper. 
nigr. p. j, which has been adminiſtred 
many Years with great Applauſe.— 
Others recommend as a certain Cure 
Cinnab. Antimon. & ambr. gris.—— 
In Hf. Academ. Scient. Gallic. Bleed- 
ing repeated even to Fainting is re- 
commended for the Hydrophobia.—— 
The Medical Eſſays of Edinb. Vol. I. 
mention a remarkable Caſeof a young 
Gentleman cured by repeated Bleed- 
ings, of a Hydrophebia benigna. But 
Experience doth not warrant that this 
| Practice 
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Practice will remove the true Hydro- 
phobia, for which hitherto no Re- 
medy has been found out. They 
that would read more upon this Sub- 
ject, are referred to Dr. Leifter”s 
Works, who has treated copiouſly 
and learnedly upon this Subject. 

Dr. Deſault, in his Treatiſe upon 
the Bite of a mad Dog, is of Opinion 
that the Contagion is communicated 
by a vermicular Poiſon, and as it af- 
fects chiefly the Glands of the Fauces, 
Reaſon dictated to him, that Mercu- 
ry, which is a ſure Deſtroyer of Ver- 
miculi, and which takes its chiefeſt 
Tendency towards thoſe Glands, 
might prove a proper Antidote. Or 
if it ſhould be communicated in any 
other Wile, like other contagious Diſ- 
tempers,viz.the Itch, Scald-head, Tet- 
ters, the Venereal Diſeaſe, cutaneous 


Worms, 
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Worms, &c. for which Mercury is 
a ſovereign Antidote; he thinks, 
« we may conclude from a Parity of 
“ Reaſoning, that it may be uſed 
« for the Rabies, and that it cannot 
te be called Singularity or Raſhneſs 
ce to adviſe the Uſe of Mercury to 
te prevent or cure it. Accordingly 
he mentions ſeveral Caſes of Perſons 
bit by mad Creatures, which he treat · 
ed with mercurial Unction with Suc- 
ceſs, and one where the Symptoms of 
the Hydrophobia began to ſhew them- 
ſelves already. 

In Purſuance to this Way of Rea- 
ſoning, I thought that ſcarifying the 
Part, to let out the ſtagnated and in- 
fected Blood, and rubbing afterwards 
ſome of the mercurial Ointment into 
the Place, might be more effectual; 


giving at the ſame time a ca 
Medicine 
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Medicine internally, and purging it 
off, to colliquate and evacuate the 
infected ' Juices, not neglecting the 
Pychrolufia and Alexipharmics at 
proper times. 

This Method I am inclinable to 
believe will do to extinguiſh the In- 
fection before any Symptoms of the 
Hydrophobia appear 3 but what will 
be of Service in thoſe Circumſtances, 
I cannot yet determine. Deſault pro- 
poſes putting the Patient into a Sali- 
vation, which as it cannot be brought 
on ſoon enough by Union, I would 
recommend in the firſt Place copious 
Bleeding, and then a ſtrong mercu- 
rial Emetic, if it could be got down, 
if not, Fumigations with Cinnab. Au- 
timon. rubbing in ſome of the Ung. 
Merc. at the fame Time upon and 
about the Part that had been wounded, 


and 
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and into the axillary and 185150 
Glands. 

I cannot forbear mentioning here, 
to corroborate in ſome Meaſure the 
foregoing, that an eminent and in- 
genious Practitioner of this Town 
told me, he had ſome Years ago cured 
a Perſon of a periodical Madneſs, at- 
| tended with ſome Symptoms of the 
Hydrophobia, by a Salivation. 

1 ſubmit the Facts, which 1 1 
related, and may be depended upon 
to be literally true, to the Conſide- 
ration of the Public, and hope that 
others will try the Method I have 
purſued and propoſed, and improve 
upon it, for the Good of Mankind, as 
1 intend to do, when Occalipp offers. 


— 3 110 noviſti reffius * % 
Candidus inperti: Si non, his utere mecum. 
| 1 
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Compoſitions of Medicines mentioned 


in theſe Caſes from the Pharma- 
"—_— contrived for the Uſe of 
the London Infirmary. WAR 
Lect. Helmint. R Limat. Stann. 


alb. 9. 5. M. 
El#. Aber. R Elef?, Lenit. B j. 
Rad. jalap. pulver. 3 j 8, Crem. Tart. 


3. Syr. roo. ſol. g. 5. M. 
Mixt. Cathol. R Ting. Sacr. i i In. 


Sr. de Mecon. bj. Sal. Pol. C. C. 


* N 
Pil. Aurat. R Calom. p. ij. Sulph. 


aur. antim. p. j. Mucilag. G. traga- 


canth, g. s. M. f. pil. gran. vj. 

Pil. Belloft. R Hydrarg. depur. Bj. 
in Terebinth. ſubact. G. Guaj. Bf. re- 
fin. jalap. Scammon. ana 3 jv. Syr.e 
ſpin. Cerv. g. s. M. 


Pil. Epilept. k Pulv. Valerian. 


Slo. tj. Af. fer. - x. vi. Sal. * 
ij. 


Conf. abfinth. ana P. æg. Hr. 


— — U 2 
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30. 3j. Extr. Gent. 35 4 _ Peruv, 
g-s. M. f. Ma. 
Pil. Corrobor. R 2 Oliban: 37: E 
big ferr. pulv. Cinnam. ana 5ijGonſ. 
700. r. Conf. Hane. 5. an. ana p. æg. o 
- ff f Maſe 
* Pulv. Alter. cum „ Guaj. =: it 
/ miner. tj. Antim. Gau. aal 
pulver. bB. G. Guaj. 3jv. M. 
Pulu Rhei &. 0 R Pulv. Rhej . 
F 7. fl. Sulph. p. j. M. 
Pulu. Vermifug. R Sem. Santon, 
3 vj. Corallin. Limat. Stan. Subrils 8 
ana 3jv. M. 
Tinci. Amar. R Cort. Aurant. 3 . 
Rad. Gentian. 3 ij. Sem. Card. min. 3j. J. 
Coccinel. J. Sp. Vin. Brit. ij. f. Tinck. 
add. Uncie cuique Laud. lig. 3B. M. 
Tinct. Diur. M. R Sal. Tart. Cal. 
Viv ana bj. Spir. Vin. Britt. jv. San- 
zal. IE. 1 8. a Ollor. Digere. | 
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